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PUNE, CORRESPONDENT
The confusion witnessed 

during the Panchayat Samiti 
and  Mun ic ipa l  Counc i l 
elections shows that the 
Election Commission has 
become a puppet in the 
hands of the ruling parties, 
alleged Maharashtra Congress 
president Harshavardhan Sapkal 
on Tuesday. He further claimed 
that the Commission is acting 
on the instructions of the Chief 
Minister, turning itself into a 
“marionette” of those in power.

Sapkal said the ongoing 
chaos appears to be a deliberate 
attempt by the government to 
show that “we can do anything 
we want,” adding that the 
ruling alliance has become more 
arrogant than Ravana.

The Congress has organised 
a ‘Seva–Tyag–Kartavya Week’ to 
mark the birthday of party leader 
Sonia Gandhi, led by former MLA 
and state vice-president Mohan 
Joshi. The event was inaugurated 
at the S.M. Joshi Hall in Navi Peth 
in the presence of Sapkal. Earlier, 
while speaking to the media, he 
launched a scathing attack on 

the ruling BJP, the Ajit Pawar-led 
NCP, and the Shinde faction of 
the Shiv Sena.

Questioning the Election 
Commission’s functioning, 
Sapkal remarked, “Looking at this 
disorder, one wonders whether 
the Commission is working 
under influence.” He criticised 
the last-minute decisions such as 
postponing voting just 40 hours 
before polling and delaying 
counting, saying these actions 
have exposed the Commission’s 
inefficiency.

According to Sapkal, the 
elections saw widespread 
administrative confusion and 
chaos in vote management, 
which he described as a 
complete failure of the Election 
Commission. The Commission, 

he alleged, has clearly become 
subservient to the ruling parties, 
especially following signals 
from the Chief Minister—a 
charge he linked specifically to 
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis.

Accusing the BJP of 
misusing power, he said, “The 
BJP has become intoxicated 
with money and is trying to 
intimidate everyone. Their 
approach is ‘throw money, 
create a spectacle.’” Sapkal 
claimed that the state may have 
received over 25,000 complaints 
regarding election irregularities, 
warning that democracy has 
suffered a serious blow and its 
foundations have been shaken.

He also expressed fear that 
winning candidates may soon 
be poached, given the political 
climate. Speaking about the 
Congress campaign, he noted 
that the party is contesting for 
160 municipal council president 
posts, and that leaders have 
travelled extensively across the 
state. Sapkal himself said he held 
65 public meetings during the 
campaign.

NEW DELHI
Congress MP Renuka 

Chowdhury on Tuesday moved 
an adjournment motion in 
the Lok Sabha, seeking an 
immediate discussion on the 
Centre’s directive mandating the 
compulsory pre-installation of 
the Sanchar Saathi application 
on all smartphones sold or 
imported in the country. 

In her notice, Chowdhury 
said the Department of 
Telecommunications’ circular, 
which requires that the app be 
preloaded in a manner that it 
cannot be deleted, amounts 
to a serious infringement of 
citizens’ fundamental rights. 

"The Right to Privacy is an 
intrinsic facet of the fundamental 
right to life and personal liberty, 
guaranteed under Article 21 of 
the Constitution,” she said in 
her motion. “The Department 
of  Telecommunicat ions ’ 
circular directing smartphone 
manufacturers and importers 
to pre-load the “Sanchar Saathi” 
application in a manner that 
cannot be deleted constitutes 
a grave affront to this 
fundamental right. 

“Such a mandate enables 
pervasive surveillance and 
threatens to place every 
movement, interaction, and 
decision of citizens under 
constant watch, without 
adequate safeguards or 
parliamentary oversight,” the 
motion added.

Congress 
MP moves 
motion against 
compulsory 
Sanchar Saathi 
app installation

In Solapur district, voting 
was completely suspended 
at the Netaji Prashala centre 
of Mohol Nagar Parishad 
after the EVMs stopped 
functioning abruptly. Efforts 
by polling staff to repair the 

Maha civic polls: Technical snags 
halt voting, voter queues lengthen

Mumbai, Agency
Voting for the first 

phase of municipal council 
and nagar panchayat 

elections in Maharashtra 
was disrupted on Tuesday 

due to technical glitches 
in Electronic Voting 
Machines at several 

locations across the state. 
While polling began at 

7:30 am as scheduled, the 
sudden malfunctioning of 
EVMs led to suspensions 
lasting over half an hour 

at multiple centres, 
causing significant 

inconvenience to voters 
who had queued up in 

large numbers. 

machines were underway, 
increasing anxiety among 
voters standing in queues. 

A similar situation 
prevailed at the Athwari 
Bazaar centre in Mohol, 
where a machine failure 
prompted former MLA 
Ramesh Kadam to allege 
that only the ruling party's 
symbol button was active 
on the EVM. BJP candidate 
Sushil Kusharsagar rejected 

these claims, stating the 
opposition was spreading 
baseless rumours due to fear 
of defeat. 

In Buldhana district, 
voting was halted for thirty-
five minutes at both polling 
stations in ward number eight 
of Khamgaon due to machine 
malfunction. The delays 
resulted in longer queues as 
staff worked to reactivate the 
EVMs. 

Further disruptions were 
reported from Ratnagiri and 
Solapur districts. In Chiplun, 
Ratnagiri, the EVM at the 
Khand centre failed twice, 
with administration officials 
attempting to restore the 
machine. Similarly, at the Urdu 
School centre of the Akkalkot 
Municipal Council in Solapur 
district, the EVM remained 
inactive for half an hour, 
creating problems for voters 
during the early morning 
hours. 

The recurring technical 
issues at various major 
centres across the state 
have slowed down the 
pace of polling and caused 
public anxiety. Although 
the counting of votes is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
the repeated disruptions have 
raised questions about the 
administration's preparedness 
and drawn strong criticism of 
the election arrangements. 

Election Commission Reduced to a 
Puppet: Harshavardhan Sapkal

MUMBAI
Maharashtra Chief Minister 

Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday 
urged the opposition not 
to politicise the issue of 
establishing the Sadhugram 
for the upcoming Kumbh 
Mela, saying while large-scale 
felling of trees was undesirable, 
making proper arrangements 
for the event – a symbol 
of Sanatan Dharma - was 
necessary.

H e n c e ,  a d o p t i n g  a 
balanced practical approach is 
unavoidable, he said.

Fadnavis emphasised that 
no one disagrees about the 
need to avoid cutting of trees. 
However, politicising the issue 
was completely wrong, he 
asserted. 

The land identified for 

Sadhugram has been used for 
the Kumbh Mela for many years. 
Referring to Google images 
from 2015–16, he pointed out 
that the area originally had 
no trees. Later, in 2017–18, 
the municipal corporation 
approved a proposal to remove 
encroachments and develop a 
green belt.

During that period, the 
state's 50-crore tree plantation 
drive was underway and 

without much deliberation, 
trees were planted in this 
particular location. "I won't call 
it a mistake," Fadnavis said, 
"but the fact that this same 
land would be required again 
for the next Kumbh Mela after 
twelve years was overlooked". 

"Now the trees have grown, 
and people wonder how they 
can be cut," he said.

The real challenge for the 
administration, he said, is 
where to set up Sadhugram if 
the trees cannot be removed. 
While the Kumbh Mela in 
Prayagraj is held over 15,000 
hectares, Nashik has only about 
350 acres available. "If this basic 
space is unavailable, how can 
we organize the Kumbh Mela?" 
he asked.

Calling the Kumbh Mela a 

symbol of the Sanatan culture, 
Fadnavis reminded that trees, 
rivers, and the environment 
hold exceptional significance 
in Indian tradition. 

"We worship rivers. So 
naturally, people are confused 
— how can we hold the Kumbh 
Mela and cut trees? A middle 
path is necessary. The land 
should be usable, as many trees 
as possible will be saved, and 
some will be transplanted. But 
politicising the entire matter 
is not right. The best possible 
solution will be found," he 
assured.

Criticising the opposition, 
Fadnavis said, those who call 
religion an opium pill are the 
ones now taking the lead on 
this issue. "I find this extremely 
surprising," he added.

Avoid politics over Sadhugram, balanced 
approach needed on tree cutting: Maha CM

NAGPUR, AGENCY
Maharashtra continues to 

report alarming levels of child 
mortality despite extensive 
government expenditure on 
health schemes, according to 
data obtained through the 
Right to Information (RTI) Act 
today. Official records show 
that 43,662 newborns died 
across the state in the last 43 
months, averaging more than 
1,000 deaths per month. 

The mortality rate among 
children aged 1 to 5 years has 
risen by 9.54 percent, prompting 
concerns over the effectiveness 
of state-run health programmes.

Between April 2022 and 
October 2025, Maharashtra 

recorded 7,385 deaths in the 
1–5 age group. 

For newborns, the state’s 
mortality rate stands at 11 per 
1,000 births, while the under-
five mortality rate is 16 per 
1,000—significantly higher than 
Kerala’s figure of 6 per 1,000.

The government currently 
implements multiple maternal 
and child-health initiatives, 
including NavSanjivani, Janani 

Suraksha Yojana, Mission 
Indradhanush, NHM mobile 
medical units, and free 
maternal-child check-ups and 
transport services.

However, health experts 
say these programmes have 
not translated into expected 
reductions in child mortality.

Paediatr ic special ists 
identify prematurity, low birth 
weight, birth-related breathing 
issues, sepsis, pneumonia and 
other infections as leading 
causes of death in infants. 
Among children aged 1–5 
years, pneumonia, diarrhoea, 
malnutrit ion, congenital 
anomalies and accidents are 
major contributors.

Experts also highlight a 
severe urban–rural disparity in 
paediatric care: 70–75 percent 
of specialists are concentrated 
in urban centres, while only 25–
30 percent serve rural regions.

Many primary health 
centres reportedly lack essential 
equipment, trained personnel, 
and reliable referral transport 
systems.

Dr.  Vasant Khalatkar, 
National President of the Indian 
Academy of Paediatrics, urged 
the government to urgently 
upgrade rural healthcare 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  s t a t i n g 
that the current situation 
demands immediate systemic 
intervention.

Maharashtra records over 1,000 
newborn deaths every month
Despite major health Spending: reveals RTI

SINDHUDURG
A political row erupted in 

Sindhudurg after the police 
seized Rs 1.5 lakh in cash 
from a car during a late-night 
checkpoint operation. The 
incident comes amid an ongoing 
clash between Shiv Sena 
(Shinde faction) MLA Nilesh 
Rane and the BJP in the district. 

According to police, the 
car from which the cash was 
recovered also contained BJP 
scarves and material. Alleging 
that the money was meant for 
distributing cash to voters, Rane 
accused a BJP worker of being 
involved in the operation over 
the past several days. 

After learning about the 
cash seizure, Rane rushed to 

the police station at 1:20 am, 
insisting he would not leave 
until proper legal action was 
taken. Following this, police 
detained two suspects from 
the vehicle. 

Rane claimed that he had 
personally alerted police about 
the suspicious vehicle, which 
was reportedly moving around 
the city without a number plate 
on the eve of polling. 

He also released a video 
asserting that “everything 
happening during this election 
is shocking, and accused the 
BJP functionary of distributing 
money to voters. 

He alleged that police were 
delaying filing a case against the 
BJP office-bearer.

Cash seizure on poll-eve 
sparks BJP-Shinde Sena 

clash in Sindhudurg.

PUNE : Local body elections 
are underway today in the 
leopard-prone regions of Khed, 
Ambegaon, and Shirur in North 
Pune district. 

However, the early morning 
voter turnout has been visibly 
affected due to fear of leopard 
sightings. 

Dur ing the e lect ion 
campaign, candidates had 
already faced restrictions 
because of leopard movement 
in the area.

In several villages, they 
were unable to visit hamlets 
for campaigning after 6 pm due 

to safety concerns. Now, the 
same fear is impacting voters, 
especially in the morning hours. 

To ensure voter safety, the 
administration has implemented 
urgent measures.  According 
to Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer Amol Mandve, police 
teams have intensified sector 
patrolling in leopard-prone 
regions to ensure that citizens 
can vote without fear. 

The administration is 
working to reduce the sense of 
panic so that more people can 
confidently step out and cast 
their votes.

Leopard fear affects voter 
turnout in north Pune

Police step up patrolling
MUMBAI, RAMESH AUTADE

Serious allegations have 
been raised regarding groups 
of alleged Bangladeshi nationals 
impersonating transgender 
persons and engaging in illegal 
activities across Mumbai and its 
suburbs. Social activist Krishna 
Aaderkar has urged the state 
government to immediately 
direct the police to take strict 
action, stating that the issue 
is growing into a “dangerous 
crisis”.

Address ing  a  p ress 
conference, Aaderkar claimed 
that these groups have been 
operating unchecked in various 
parts of the city, particularly 
in local trains, where they 

Claims of Fake Bangladeshi Transgender Gangs Operating in Mumbai
Activist Demands Government Action

allegedly engage in begging, 
harassment, extortion and other 
indecent activities. He alleged 
that the operations involve cash 
transactions running into lakhs 
of rupees.

Aaderkar further stated that 
certain “anti-social elements” 
have provided shelter to these 
individuals in Mumbai, enabling 
them to run illicit activities. 
According to him, these groups 
are also allegedly threatening 
and assaulting members of 
the legitimate transgender 
community.

Allegations of Train-Related 
Misconduct

Aaderkar claimed that 
the groups have infiltrated 
local trains and that railway 
security has failed to curb the 
situation. He alleged incidents 
of: Forcible collection of money 
from passengers, including 
inside women’s compartments, 
Indecent behaviour and 
harassment, Pickpocketing 
and theft of jewellery, mobile 
phones and purses in crowded 
coaches. He warned that if 
any untoward incident occurs 

involving female passengers, 
the question of responsibility 
would become serious.

C o n c e r n s  O v e r 
Impersonation

According to Aaderkar, 
several young men allegedly 
dress as transgender persons 
at railway stations to carry out 
these activities.

He claimed that after 
complet ing thei r  day ’s 
operations, they reportedly 
change back into regular 
clothing in public restrooms 
before returning home.

CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR
BJP leader Ravsaheb Danve has launched a 

sharp attack on Abdul Sattar, alleging large-scale 
voter manipulation and misuse of caste-based 
political influence in Sillod. Danve claimed that 
voting patterns in Sillod are heavily influenced 
by caste equations, and that incidents of pressure 
and intimidation within villages have frequently 
come to light. He asserted that the local political 
machinery currently in place would face strong 
voter backlash.

Danve alleged that one candidate receiving 
a lead of 16,000 votes in a single village was 
suspicious and demanded a thorough probe. He 
accused Sattar of registering over 3,025 voters 
from Bhokardan into Sillod city, including several 
of Sattar’s relatives such as his son-in-law, in-laws 
and other family members.

“Everything will come out in the SIR (Special 
Inquiry Report),” Danve said, expressing 
confidence that the inquiry would reveal the 
alleged irregularities. He further stated that 
although caste equations play a role in Sillod, 
the BJP would still win based on positive public 
support.

Danve highlighted a specific example of voter 
duplication: a voter named Narayan Sonawane, 
whose name appears both in Bhokardan and Sillod 
with reversed order, allegedly enabling double 
voting. He claimed that even the photograph 
attached to the Sillod entry belonged to a different 
person, calling it “a clear act orchestrated by Abdul 
Sattar.”

Confident about the BJP’s performance, Danve 
said that once the election results are declared, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party would emerge as the 
number one party in Maharashtra. He added that in 
all three seats of Jalna district, the BJP is contesting 
on its own strength and is certain to win.

Raosaheb Danve Accuses Abdul Sattar of 
Large-Scale Voter Manipulation in Sillod
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Prejudice in Plain Sight
Rising hostility against Indians in Singapore exposes how even robust multicultural societies 

can become vulnerable to global waves of resentment, misinformation and racial anxiety

A�er rising hostility 
against Indians in 
countries like the 
United States, Brit-

ain, and Australia, Singapore—
a city-state long celebrated as 
a model of multiculturalism 
and communal harmony—has 
also seen a subtle but grow-
ing wave of anti-Indian sen-
timent. Traditionally known 
for its strict laws against racial 
discrimination and its care-
fully cultivated social com-
pact, Singapore has become a 
surprising stage where resent-
ment toward Indians, espe-
cially new migrants from 
India, has surfaced online and 
in public discourse. Viral vid-
eos of Indians allegedly litter-
ing beaches, misbehaving in 
public, or clashing with locals 
have circulated widely, spark-
ing outrage and fuelling ste-
reotypes. For a country that 
prides itself on racial harmony, 
the intensity of this reaction is 
both striking and concerning.

In recent years, several 
high-pro�le incidents have 
underscored this trend. In 
one widely reported case, a 
55-year-old Indian woman 
was physically assaulted while 
walking outdoors, prompting 
police intervention and par-
liamentary condemnation. 
Other viral episodes included 
an Indian couple harassed 
while exercising, and an Indian 
family in a condominium told 
to “go back to your country.” 
Even Indians who were born 
and raised in Singapore have 
reported being treated as out-
siders, mistaken for recent 
arrivals. �e impact on the 
Indian community has been 
profound: ordinary activities 
such as speaking Tamil in pub-
lic, walking in parks, or social-
ising have become moments 
of heightened vigilance and 
unease.

�ese incidents, while 
alarming, are perpetrated by 
a relatively small minority. 

Yet, their ampli�cation on 
social media makes them feel 
ubiquitous. Platforms such as 
TikTok, Facebook, and Tele-
gram have allowed clips and 
anecdotes—o�en edited or 
stripped of context—to cir-
culate rapidly, reinforcing 
stereotypes and magnify-
ing perceived threats. Fringe 
groups have weaponised 
these narratives, framing 
Indians as a symbolic stand-
in for broader anxieties over 
economic competition, cul-
tural change, or immigra-
tion. One recurring theme 
is the India–Singapore Com-
prehensive Economic Coop-
eration Agreement (CECA), 
which has been misinter-
preted online as a mechanism 
for “Indians taking local jobs,” 
despite repeated clari�cations 
from the government that 
CECA does not grant auto-
matic employment or citi-
zenship rights. �e result is 
a dangerous alchemy where 

economic frustration mutates 
into racial prejudice.

�e rise in hostility also 
re�ects the greater visibil-
ity of Indians in Singapore’s 
economy and society. As the 
city-state strengthens its posi-
tion as a hub for technology, 
�nance, and multinational 
corporations, Indian pro-
fessionals naturally occupy 
a larger share of these sec-
tors. Visibility, rather than 
scale, has made them tar-
gets for resentment. In soci-
eties with pre-existing racial 
fault lines, minorities who are 
prominent in public and pro-
fessional spaces are o�en con-
�ated with perceived societal 
threats, whether in employ-
ment, social in�uence, or 
culture. In Singapore, the 
distinction between expatri-
ates and locally born Indians 
has sometimes blurred in the 
public imagination, making 
all Indians potential targets 
of criticism or hostility.

�is pattern is not unique 
to Singapore. Across the 
globe, minorities are increas-
ingly portrayed as the source 
of national or cultural anxi-
ety. Anti-Mexican rhetoric in 
the United States, anti-African 
sentiment in Tunisia, and anti-
immigrant agitation in Europe 
all illustrate the same dynamic: 
the minority becomes a con-
venient symbol for complex 
social and economic insecu-
rities. Singapore’s experience 
shows that even societies with 
strong institutional safeguards 
are not immune. �e danger 
is not isolated incidents, but 
the normalisation of “accept-
able prejudice”—the framing 
of racial or cultural criticism 
as legitimate concern, or eco-
nomic resentment as cultural 
judgment.

Fortunately, Singapore has 
demonstrated both legal and 
moral clarity in responding to 
these incidents. Senior min-
isters, including the Prime 

Minister and Home A�airs 
Minister, have repeatedly con-
demned attacks and stressed 
that racism and xenophobia 
are fundamentally incom-
patible with the nation’s core 
values. Legal protections—
including the Maintenance of 
Racial Harmony Act and laws 
against online falsehoods—
ensure that speech and acts 
that threaten racial cohesion 
can be addressed. Arrests and 
prosecutions in high-pro�le 
cases serve as a deterrent to 
potential o�enders.

Yet legislation alone is not 
enough. True social harmony 
requires constant vigilance, 
especially in an era where mis-
information spreads instantly 
and echo chambers amplify 
resentment. �e Singaporean 
public, alongside its institu-
tions, must actively counter 
xenophobic narratives, reject-
ing simplistic explanations 
and the temptation to gen-
eralise a whole community 
based on a few incidents. �e 
Indian community itself con-
tinues to be encouraged to fos-
ter a con�dent “Singaporean 
Indian” identity—one that is 
proud of cultural heritage yet 
fully integrated into the social 
fabric.

�e recent anti-Indian 
hostility is more than an iso-
lated phenomenon; it is a 
warning signal. It shows how 
even a society celebrated for 
tolerance can become a stage 
for the quiet spread of xeno-
phobia. For Singapore, the 
question is not whether a 
few individuals misbehaved 
in public. �e challenge is 
whether the country can resist 
the broader global tide of “oth-
ering” and rea�rm the princi-
ples that underpin its success: 
equality, respect, and commu-
nal trust. In the battle against 
prejudice, silence is not neu-
tral; vigilance, empathy, and 
courage are essential.

Views expressed are personal

GROWING 
DISCORD

Shashi �aroor’s uneasy relationship 
with the Congress is once again in the 
spotlight, and this time the tension 
appears to be approaching a decisive 
moment. �e four-time �iruvana-

nthapuram MP has missed two back-to-back 
strategy meetings of the party’s top leader-
ship at a time when the Congress was prepar-
ing for the Winter Session of Parliament, and 
Kerala is only months away from its Assembly 
polls. His absence from Sonia Gandhi’s meet-
ing, attended by virtually every senior leader 
from Mallikarjun Kharge to Rahul Gandhi, has 
sharpened speculation about the dri� between 
him and the leadership. While �aroor insists 
that he skipped the meeting only because he 
was with his elderly mother in Kerala and had 
duly informed the high command, the pat-
tern is di�cult to ignore. Days earlier, he had 
also stayed away from a crucial November 18 
meeting on the SIR issue, citing ill health, even 
though he attended a lecture by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi the previous evening. His 
admiration for the Prime Minister’s address—
one laced with criticism of the Congress—was 
noted by many within the party, who viewed 
it as yet another instance of �aroor position-
ing himself at a subtle distance from the Con-
gress line. �e timing of these developments 
adds further complexity: if �aroor intends 
to part ways with the party he has represented 
for more than a decade and a half, it is logi-
cal that he would do so before the Kerala elec-
tions, where political space is �uid and deeply 
faction-driven. His every gesture now acquires 
disproportionate political meaning, feeding a 
narrative of mistrust that the Congress leader-
ship seems reluctant, even unable, to publicly 
dispel.

It is no secret that �aroor has o�en chafed 
against Congress orthodoxy and the party’s 
entrenched power structures. He was part 
of the G-23 group that wrote to Sonia Gan-
dhi in 2020, demanding sweeping reforms in 
transparency, internal elections and commu-
nication. His subsequent decision to contest 
against Kharge for the Congress presidency 
in 2022 signalled a willingness to challenge 
the high command narrative from within—
a challenge that was ultimately unsuccessful 
but symbolically powerful. Yet the real dete-
rioration in his relationship with the leader-
ship seems to have unfolded over the past year. 
A�er the Pahalgam terror attack and India’s 
Operation Sindoor, �aroor emerged as one 
of the clearest voices articulating New Del-
hi’s position in international forums and the 
media. His measured articulation of India’s 
stance earned him praise across the political 
spectrum, but also created discomfort among 
Congress colleagues who felt he was straying 
too far from the party’s evolving criticism of 
the government’s handling of the crisis. �e 
frictions sharpened further when the Centre 
selected �aroor to head an Indian delegation 
for a diplomatic outreach exercise despite his 
party not recommending him for the role. For 
Congress loyalists wary of a central govern-
ment attempting to appropriate Opposition 
�gures for symbolic legitimacy, this was yet 
another signal that �aroor’s political trajec-
tory was slipping beyond the party’s control. 
�e leadership’s irritation has been barely con-
cealed. Kharge’s pointed remark—“the Con-
gress believes in country �rst, but for some 
people, it’s Modi �rst”—was widely inter-
preted as a thinly veiled rebuke to �aroor, 
emblematic of the growing sentiment among 
senior leaders that the �iruvananthapuram 
MP’s public messaging increasingly aligns him 
closer to the government than to the Opposi-
tion bench.

What makes the current moment particu-
larly consequential is the political context in 
Kerala and the Congress’s national position-
ing. Kerala’s Assembly elections, scheduled for 
early next year, will be fought in a crowded 
�eld dominated by the Le�, the Congress-led 
UDF and a growing array of smaller parties 
hoping to exploit factional cracks. �aroor 
remains one of the Congress’s most recogni-
sable national faces from the state, and any 
ambiguity about his political future weakens 
the party at a time when clarity and cohe-
sion are vital. Moreover, �aroor’s absences 
are not happening in a vacuum; they come 
a�er repeated instances where he has pub-
licly diverged from the party narrative—from 
foreign policy matters to his calibrated praise 
of the Prime Minister. �e Congress, already 
struggling to project unity and ideological 
clarity on the national stage, now faces the 
uncomfortable prospect of one of its most 
articulate MPs signalling impatience with the 
party’s internal culture. �e leadership, for its 
part, appears unwilling to either openly rep-
rimand him or meaningfully re-engage with 
him, resulting in a limbo that only deep-
ens speculation. For a party confronting the 
pressures of a resurgent BJP nationally and a 
resurgent Le� in Kerala, the uncertainty sur-
rounding �aroor is more than a person-
ality-driven drama—it is a symptom of the 
Congress’s unresolved debates about dissent, 
leadership, ideological �exibility and the scope 
for independent voices. Whether �aroor stays 
or leaves may ultimately matter less than what 
his trajectory reveals about a party still strug-
gling to de�ne its future. But the Congress 
must recognise that ambiguity carries its own 
political cost—and that the longer this unease 
festers, the more it risks weakening the party at 
a moment when clarity, coherence and con�-
dence are its most urgently needed assets.

When prejudice 
mutates into 
public sentiment, 
even the strongest 
multicultural 
frameworks can 
crack. Singapore 
now faces a test 
of its deepest  
civic values

At a Perilous Threshold
The unprecedented judgment against Sheikh Hasina has triggered unrest, emboldened rivals 

and placed India in a delicate diplomatic position as Bangladesh prepares for pivotal elections

The International 
Crimes Tribunal 
(ICT) in Bangladesh 
sentenced (Novem-

ber 17) then Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh, Sheikh 
Hasina, and former Home 
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan 
Kamal to death on charges of 
crimes against humanity com-
mitted during the uprising of 
July and August last year. �e 
3-member tribunal, which 
pronounced the verdict, stated 
that all three — then Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and 
then Home Minister Kamal — 
exercised command responsi-
bility over killings, torture, and 
the use of lethal force during 
the 2024 protest agitations.

�e tribunal cited “solid” 
documentary and electronic 
evidence to show that ex-
Prime Minister Hasina was 
directly complicit in the loss 
of so many lives. It’s been over a 
week now since the death ver-
dict was handed down, and 
there have been outpourings 
of reactions from the world 
over on this judgment. A 
majority of the political par-
ties in Bangladesh, including 
the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), the Jamaat-e-Isl-
ami (JeI), the National Citizen 
Party (NCP), and their a�li-
ates, have expressed relief and 
satisfaction over the outcome, 
as have the near and dear ones 
of those who died in the use 
of force. Hasina, on her part, 
has described the verdict as 
driven by political vendetta. 
Hasina’s son has also expressed 
similar thoughts, along with 
Awami League (AL) cadres 
both within and outside the 
country.

What are the immediate 
implications in the a�ermath 
of this judgment, especially for 
India? �e �rst and foremost is 
that more pressure is expected 
from Bangladesh on India to 
extradite Hasina. India’s stand 
on this issue has been consis-
tent and steady. So, for now 
or even later, India doesn’t 

seem to be extraditing Hasina, 
whatever pressure Bangladesh 
mounts on India. It’s purely 
a legal and ethical stand. �e 
stand is unwavering and based 
on sound reasoning.

Elections in Bangladesh 
are due in February next year 
— hardly three months away 
from now. �ose in the poll 
fray, aspiring and desperate 
to get back to power like the 
BNP, Jamaat, etc., are indeed 
happy with the exclusion of AL 
from contesting the elections. 
�ey reckon that in this even-
tuality, they might sweep the 
polls as there is no one to chal-
lenge them in the absence of a 
formidable opponent. On the 
other hand, independent poll 
analysts con�dently suggest 
that in case AL participates 
in the elections, it is bound to 
win despite the impressions 
their adversaries are carry-
ing that once a death sentence 
is awarded to Hasina, AL is 
doomed forever. It’s tragic for 
the �edgling democracy of 
Bangladesh that a party is ille-
gally disenfranchised and not 
allowed to contest the polls. In 

fact, the democratic values are 
sti�ed. For now, sadly, no pos-
sibility of any revival of demo-
cratic values seems visible.

As soon as the verdict was 
announced, there was a sense 
of jubilation in a section of 
people who seemed aggrieved 
and had lost their brethren in 
the 2024 uprising. Many were 
allowed to march towards 
Sheikh Mujib’s residence on 
Road 32, Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 
to ransack the historic house, 
which had come under brutal 
attack some months ago, wit-
nessing unfortunate vandal-
ism and systematic attempts 
to erase the remains of history. 
�is time, however, the author-
ities appeared alert and foiled 
attempts to damage the found-
ing father’s house.

�e outcome of the judg-
ment also saw violent clashes 
and a few political assassi-
nations. �ere was mount-
ing tension in the districts 
of Gopalgunj and adjoin-
ing pockets where Hasina 
and AL’s writ still runs. �ese 
strongholds will continue to 
challenge the law-and-order 

authorities for a long time to 
come. It perhaps requires some 
healing touch, political matu-
rity and skilled negotiations 
for some semblance of restor-
ing political order, which has 
stood visibly eroded for the last 
over one year.

One thing seems more 
than clear: this time, the elec-
tion campaigning will have 
its major focus on the Hasina 
death verdict. �e BNP will 
try to highlight the “ills” of the 
Hasina government in the last 
15 years, comparing it with the 
“progress” report of the BNP 
during its rule from 2001 to 
2006 and earlier from 1991 to 
1996. Jamaat, which is still not 
clear whether it would par-
ticipate in the elections, will 
play its own card by continu-
ing to castigate Hasina and the 
AL for hanging the war crim-
inals responsible for killings 
and complicity with the Paki-
stan Army in genocide. Jamaat 
Amir has already issued state-
ments to these e�ects, justify-
ing and welcoming the death 
verdict pronounced on Hasina, 
even going a step further by 

directly blaming India — stat-
ing that it has extracted its 
pound of �esh from Bangla-
desh all these years for its con-
tribution to the liberation of 
Bangladesh. So, the hatred and 
venom remain; hence, polari-
sation ahead of the elections 
is more than visible. With the 
passage of time and election 
tempo catching up, intensi�ed 
and acerbic anti-India state-
ments are likely in the com-
ing months emanating from 
Jamaat and BNP.

Factoring all these develop-
ments and the likely happen-
ings, it’s time for Bangladesh 
to introspect that it’s time now 
to put an end to any recur-
rence on the lines of a bloody 
past. �e unfortunate country 
saw spillage of so much blood 
during the liberation war — 
though it was for a noble cause 
— but the killings of Mujib and 
his family in August 1975, fol-
lowed by two incidents of coup 
and counter-coup in Novem-
ber the same year, are the 
most grotesque in the history 
of Bangladesh, when the newly 
born country was hardly four 
years old. Later, the assassina-
tion of President Zia-ur-Rah-
man in May 1981, and then the 
hangings of war criminals, saw 
a series of deaths.

�ere has to be an all-
inclusive Bangladesh now 
with parity for one and all, 
and partnership — especially 
with all its South Asian neigh-
bours — with equal footing 
is the need of the hour. India 
has already stretched out its 
hand towards Bangladesh for 
continued friendship. It’s time 
to put the e�ects of the death 
sentence behind us and move 
forward for peace and pros-
perity. Geopolitics is chang-
ing fast. India and Bangladesh 
have the promise to collaborate 
in almost all �elds, forgetting 
any angst, for a better future 
for both. Shouldn’t Bangladesh 
expect — and deserve — a bet-
ter and peaceful future?

Views expressed are personal

Even a society celebrated for tolerance can become a stage for the quiet spread of xenophobia

For now or 
even later, India 
doesn’t seem to 
be extraditing 
Hasina, whatever 
pressure 
Bangladesh 
mounts on India. 
It’s purely a legal 
and ethical stand
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PUNE, CORRESPONDENT:
As per the directives 

of the Maharashtra State 
Election Commission, voting 
for the 2025 Municipal 
Council and Nagar Panchayat 
general elections was held 
peacefully across the district 
on December 2. The district 
administration had made 
extensive preparations to 
ensure that the election 
process remained transparent, 
impartial, and smooth.

Under  the  e lect ion 
programme, 12 Municipal 
Councils and 3 Nagar Panchayats 
in the district went to the 
polls. A total of 76 candidates 
for president posts and 955 
candidates for member posts 
were in the fray.

Voting began at 7:30 a.m., 
with long queues forming early 
at several polling stations. 
Across the district, 524 polling 
booths were set up for 4,51,025 
registered voters.
Saswad Records 75% Turnout

In Saswad Municipal 
Council, polling was conducted 
in a peaceful yet enthusiastic 
atmosphere. Nearly 25% 
turnoutwas recorded within 

the first two hours. By the end 
of the day, the turnout reached 
around 75%, with 4,523 men and 
3,654 women voting — a total 
of 8,177 voters exercising their 
franchise.

Manchar: 74.77% Voting  
in Calm Environment

I n  M a n c h a r  N a g a r 
Panchayat, 74.77% turnout 
was recorded, election officials 
reported. Due to the cold 
weather, voting began slowly 
in the morning but picked up 
as the day progressed.

Assistant Election Officer 
Govind Jadhav said, “Voters 
of Manchar participated with 
great enthusiasm, keeping 
democratic duty in mind. We 

are happy the process went off 
peacefully.”

Vadgaon Maval Leads  
With 72% Voting

Voting was energetic across 
the three Nagar Panchayats 
of Maval taluka — Lonavala, 
Talegaon Dabhade, and 
Vadgaon.

Vadgaon city stood out with 
a remarkable 72% turnout, the 
highest in the region.

COUNTING POSTPONED: 
Anxiety Among Candidates

Due to the sudden 
postponement of vote-
counting for all Nagar Panchayat 
elections, tension has risen 
among candidates and their 
supporters.

In Manchar, elections were 
held for 16 councillor seats 
and one president post. With 
nearly 19 days before results 
are declared, rumours have 
begun to circulate, adding 
to the nervousness among 
contestants.
73-Year-Old Braves Leopard 

Fear to Vote
In Manchar, 73-year-old Alka 

Doshi was the first voter at the 
polling station at Zilla Parishad 
School, Londhemala (Ward 
4), despite reports of leopard 
sightings in the area.

She urged others not to 
be afraid and said voting is 
essential for strengthening 
democracy.

Baramati: Calm After Poll 
Postponement

In Baramati, elections for 
the Municipal Council president 
and councillors have been 
postponed from December 2 
to December 20.

The delay has caused 
unease among candidates, who 
had already spent significantly 
on campaigning and now 
face additional expenses. The 
city remained unusually quiet 
throughout the day.

Peaceful Voting in Municipal and 
Panchayat Elections Across District

Strong Voter Turnout; Election 
Commission Extends Support to Citizens

PUNE
The grand Ram Temple symbol 

of universal welfare has now been 
built. The next step is to erect an 
even more magnificent, powerful 
and beautiful National Temple, 
said Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) Sarsanghchalak Dr. Mohan 
Bhagwat here on Tuesday. 

He was speaking at the 
Gratitude Ceremony organized by 
Aditya Pratishthan at Yashwantrao 
Chavan Natyagruha, Kothrud, as 
part of the RSS centenary year 
celebrations. 

The event was attended 
by Jagadguru Shankaracharya 
Vijayendra Saraswati Swami, Aditya 
Pratishthan President Shankar 
Abhyankar, and Aparna Abhyankar.

Accepting the Gratitude Award, 
Dr. Bhagwat said there was no ego 
or sense of obligation in the RSS 
because the Sangh works selflessly 
for the society. The Sangh desires 
organisation of the entire society. 
A united society alone can make 
the nation prosperous and only a 
strong nation can bring peace to 
the world. It is not our claim that 
only the Sangh will bring national 
welfare. If society stands strong, 

the country will rise automatically, 
he noted.

He added that the Sangh grew 
because society supported it during 
difficult times.

Shankar Abhyankar said 
that many world cultures were 
destroyed due to invasions, but 
India’s Hindu culture which sees 
the entire world as one family 
has survived. British rule, he said, 
was also an attack meant to break 
India’s selfhood. 

Jagadguru Shankaracharya 
Vijayendra Saraswati Swami 
noted that India’s Sanatan culture 
guides humanity toward global 
welfare. Despite many languages, 
traditions and regions, democracy 
has succeeded in India because 
democratic values are rooted 
in Sanatan Dharma. Today, 
democracy must be strengthened 
by empowering good people, 
he said. The event included the 
unveiling of the foundation 
stone of the Vaishvik Sant Bharti 
Mahavishnu Mandir, release of the 
third edition of the encyclopedia 
volume Bharatiya Upasana, and 
the launch of Jitendra Abhyankar’s 
audio album 'Pandharish'.

PUNE, AGENCY
Taking serious note of the 

recurring accidents near the 
Navale Bridge on the Mumbai–
Bengaluru National Highway, 
Deputy Chairperson of the 
Legislative Council Dr. Neelam 
Gorhe held an urgent review 
meeting today at the Divisional 
Commissioner’s office. She 
directed the administration to 
immediately implement five key 
safety measures on the highway 
until the new Ring Road project 
is completed.

The meeting was attended 
by District Collector Jitendra 
Dudi, Pune Divisional Deputy 
Commissioner Tushar Thombare, 
Additional Police Commissioner 
Manoj Patil, NHAI Project 
Officer Sanjay Kadam, senior 
engineers from Pune and 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal 
Corporations, traffic police 
officials and representatives from 
other concerned departments.

The discussion focused on 
the causes behind repeated 
accidents near the Navale Bridge, 
traffic congestion, uncontrolled 
speed of heavy vehicles, and 
challenges in vehicle control 
on slopes. Observing that 
many accidents were caused 
due to inadequate speed 
control, Dr. Gorhe directed the 
administration to implement the 
following measures:

1. Installation of Rubber 
Speed Breakers / Rumble Strips

To reduce vehicle speed, 

especially during rainy or slippery 
conditions, Dr. Gorhe ordered 
installation of rubber speed 
breakers or rumble strips in line 
with Supreme Court guidelines 
and full safety standards.

2. Preparation of an Action-
Oriented Plan (AOP)

To ensure smooth traffic flow 
during accidents—especially at 
night or during the monsoon—
she instructed authorities to 
create an AOP to manage 
congestion quickly. Enhanced 
coordination between the police, 
NHAI, and municipal agencies 
was emphasized.

3. Mobile Checkpost or 
Static Checkpoint

She directed officials to 
examine the feasibility of 
establishing mobile or permanent 
checkposts at accident-prone 
points. These would help monitor 
speed, braking conditions, and 
overloading of heavy vehicles.

4. Public Address System in 
Accident Zones

A proposal was made to 
install PA systems in critical 

zones to continuously warn 
drivers about speed limits, 
slopes, weather conditions, 
and live traffic updates. These 
systems will operate under 
highway police supervision.

5. Strengthened Emergency 
Response (‘Golden Hour’ 
Management)

Instructions were issued to 
ensure fire brigade accessibility, 
deploy rescue teams, and set up 
dedicated rapid-response units 
for timely assistance within the 
golden hour. She also asked for a 
meeting with the Truck Owners 
Association regarding driver 
training, slope-speed discipline, 
and vehicle maintenance.

Dr. Gorhe emphasized that 
responsibility must be fixed 
and that the Navale Bridge 
area should be developed as a 
model for accident prevention. 
She directed all departments 
to implement these measures 
immediately and submit a 
detailed progress report before 
December 26 or 27, when she 
will conduct a follow-up review.

Navale Bridge Accident
Deputy Chairperson Dr. Neelam Gorhe Orders Five 
Immediate Safety Measures on National Highway

Pune, Ramesh Jadhav
Er.  Mahesh Pardeshi, 

currently serving as Deputy 
Engineer in the Construction 
Department of Pune Zilla 
Parishad for Junnar and 
Ambegaon talukas, has been 
recently honoured with the 
Adarsh Abhiyanta Puraskar 2025 
by Navbharat Media. The award 
has been widely appreciated 
and celebrated across various 
circles.

A native of Ahilyanagar, Er. 
Pardeshi began his government 
service on 1 October 1996 as a 
Branch Engineer in the Public 
Works Sub-Division at Akole in 
Ahilyanagar district. Over the 
past 30 years, his contributions 
to the Public Works Department 
have been remarkable and 
widely recognised.

Four Decades of Dedicated 
Service

Four years ago, Pardeshi 
was promoted to the post 
of Deputy Engineer and was 
entrusted with responsibilities 
in the Ambegaon Panchayat 
Samiti (Ghodgaon) and the 
Junnar Construction Division.

During this tenure, several 
major projects were executed 
under his supervision:

 Quality completion of 

furniture and interior works 
in the new Panchayat Samiti 
building at Ambegaon

 Construction of the 
Primary Health Sub-Centre 
at Lakhanwadi, a model of 
meticulous execution

 Residential quarters for 
medical officers and staff at 
Peth, Landewadi and Tirpad

 Repairs and new buildings 
for 23 model schools across 
Ambegaon taluka

 Expansion of the new 
Panchayat Samiti building 
at Ghodgaon, currently 
progressing rapidly

Pardeshi humbly credits his 
colleagues — Branch Engineers 
Ajit Kandale, Govind Lande, 
Dnyaneshwar Ubhe, K.D. Rokde 
and Suhas Joshi — for their 
constant support. He also 
acknowledges the unwavering 
encouragement of his elder 
brother Subhash Pardeshi.
A Respected Administrative 

and Social Persona
T h o u g h  r o o t e d  i n 

government administration, Er. 
Pardeshi has maintained strong 
connections with diverse social 
groups, community leaders and 
eminent personalities across 
Maharashtra.

Known for his intellectual 

confidence, relentless hard work 
and resilience, he has shaped 
not only his own life but has 
also positively influenced many 
others.

His career journey reflects 
his belief that once a goal is 
worth pursuing, the path reveals 
itself. After joining government 
service, his career and reputation 
rose steadily. Working tirelessly, 
often through days and nights, 
he ensured every project was 
completed strictly within 
government norms and with 
uncompromising quality.
A Mind that Turns Thorns into 

Flowers
Er. Pardeshi embodies 

compassion, truthfulness and 
positivity. His love for life, 

curiosity for society, and passion 
for success are evident in every 
aspect of his personality.
Poetic lines describing him 
seem fitting:

"Bloom and flourish,
Bring fragrance wherever 

you go;
Let life blossom,
Forget what is bitter,
Spread the joy of living,
Never subtract us from 

your affection."
Cultural Sensibility and 

Professional Excellence
Blessed with the cultural 

fragrance of Sangamner’s soil 
and the values of humble, 
loving parents, Pardeshi has a 
deep appreciation for literature, 
music and the arts.

For him, constructing roads 
and buildings is not merely civil 
work — it is nation-building. 
He consistently demonstrates 
that speed and quality are the 
true identifiers of an engineer’s 
excellence.

A Life of Discipline, Integrity 
and Determination

Coming from a modest rural 
background, Pardeshi’s journey 
offers inspiration to anyone 
striving for success. His devotion 
to duty, discipline in governance, 
and intellectual brilliance—

especially in mathematics and 
logical reasoning—distinguish 
him as a visionary engineer with 
a radiant personality.

His receipt of the prestigious 
Adarsh Abhiyanta Puraskar 
2025 (Almaty, Kazakhstan) 
from Navbharat has drawn 
praise from several dignitaries, 
including former State Co-
operation Minister Dilip Walse-
Patil, former MP Shivajirao 
Adhalrao Patil, and Junnar MLA 
Sharad Sonawane.

A Bridge-Builder with a 
Human Touch

Fast at calculations, warm 
in relationships, and skilled 
at building bridges between 
people, Pardeshi is admired for 
turning foes into friends and 
fostering intellectual growth in 
everyone around him.

Free from anger, ego, 
jealousy or resentment, he 
lives with remarkable clarity 
and joy. To the Construction 
Department, he is truly an 
intellectual asset.

Receiving this international 
accolade adds yet another 
feather to his illustrious cap.
Heartfelt congratulations and 
best wishes to Er. Mahesh 
Pardeshi for a bright and 
fulfilling future in public service!

Ideal Engineer – Er. Mahesh Pardeshi

After Ram Temple, Time to 
Build a “National Temple”

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat

PUNE, CORRESPONDENT
A Shiv Sena (Shinde 

faction) delegation has 
uncovered an alarming 
situation inside a school 
that is expected not only 
to impart formal education 
but also to inculcate lifelong 
values in students. Instead, the 
classroom walls were found 
stained with gutkha spit, 
and empty gutkha packets 
were scattered around like 
decorative patterns.

The inspection was 
conducted at Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose School in 
Yerawada after one of the 
teachers was diagnosed with 
GBS (Guillain-Barré Syndrome), 
a rare viral disorder. Led by 
party city coordinator Anand 
Goyal, the delegation visited 
the school along with the 
principal, only to discover 
shocking neglect.

Outside one of the 
classrooms, the decomposed 
carcass of an animal was found 
lying for several days, judging 

by its condition.
Although the school 

employs 16 teachers, a 
principal, two peons, and other 
non-teaching staff, the overall 
condition of the campus has 
deteriorated severely. This 
neglect has directly impacted 
student enrolment, which has 
dropped from 2,000 to merely 
500.

The school premises have 
CCTV cameras installed, yet 
neither the principal nor other 
staff members could explain 
how students are able to 
consume gutkha on campus 
and spit freely on walls 
without being stopped.

The delegation has 
demanded a thorough inquiry 
into the responsibilities of 
education officers, school 
staff, and peons. They have 
also urged the Municipal 
Corporation and Education 
Board to fix accountability and 
take strict action against those 
responsible for the school’s 
dilapidated condition.

School Classrooms Found 
Littered With Gutkha 

Packets and Spit Marks
Shiv Sena Delegation Exposes 

Shocking Reality in Pune School

MANCHAR, CORRESPONDENT
The sudden postponement 

of vote counting for all municipal 
council elections in the state 
has created an atmosphere 
of anxiety, restlessness and 
tension among candidates and 
their supporters. In Manchar, 
polling for 16 councillor seats 
and one municipal president 
post was conducted peacefully 
on Tuesday, December 2. 
However, with nearly 19 days 
now remaining for the results, 
candidates are increasingly 
worried, triggering widespread 
speculation and rumours.

Counting was originally 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 3. The Election 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  l o c a l 
administration had completed 
all preparations — counting halls, 
strong rooms, police security, 
pandals, water and sanitation 

facilities — involving expenditure 
of several lakhs. But after the High 
Court intervened and ordered 
that counting be held on Sunday, 
December 21, all administrative 
efforts have gone in vain.

Deputy Chairperson Dr. 
Neelam Gorhe Orders Five 
Immediate Safety Measures on 
National HighwaySince voting 
for some other municipal councils 
in the state is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 20, a few 
political parties argued that 
those results could influence the 
outcome of other councils. They 
petitioned the court seeking 
a delay in counting. After the 
court accepted this request, the 
Election Commission, staff and 
police machinery were thrown 
into disarray, and the entire 
system will now have to be 
reorganised.

Meanwhile, candidates are 

gripped with fear — discussing 
booth-wise turnout, possible vote 
swings, and the impact of lower 
or higher polling percentages.

Candidates’ Fate Locked in 
Ballot Boxes

Rumours such as “our own 
workers did not turn up,” “the 
opposition distributed money,” 
and “key supporters switched 
sides” are causing panic among 
contestants. Many have lost 
sleep, continuously calling their 
workers to reassess support. 
Some are seeking solace by 
visiting religious places, elders 
and loyal supporters.

As counting begins on 
December 21 morning, the early 
trends will give a clear picture 
of who is leading, and the 
political landscape will unfold 
accordingly. Until then, all eyes 
remain fixed on the counting 
centre.

Counting Postponed; 
Candidates Left Anxious

Rumours, uncertainty and court 
intervention heat up election atmosphere

Pune
Bharatiya Janata Party MLA Hemant Rasne today launched the 

‘Mission Clean Ward 25’ campaign, as part of the ‘Mission 90 Days’ 
initiative, in Kasba area of the city.

Conceptualized by Rasne to accelerate comprehensive 
cleanliness and development in the constituency, this initiative 
has been undertaken on the occasion of Raghavendra Bappu 
Mankar’s birthday. 

Raghavendra (Bappu) Mankar stated that the mission aims to 
make the cleanliness work in Ward 25 more effective, consistent, 
and prompt.

During this campaign, regular cleanliness drives will be 
conducted in various parts of the ward, with workers carrying out 
cleanliness activities at designated locations. A separate vehicle has 
also been arranged for immediate garbage collection. Additionally, 
5,000 garbage bins will be distributed. 

Awareness will be raised at chronic spots in the area, and a 
cleanliness helpline has been started for citizens’ complaints.

During the programme, special felicitation was given to Anju 
Mane. She was honoured with a cash award of Rs 21,000 for her 
act of honesty— returning a bag containing Rs 10 lakh in cash that 
she found in the garbage. 

Ms Mane, a sanitation worker of the Pune Municipal Corporation 
and the brand ambassador of the ‘Clean, Beautiful, Developed, and 
Honest Kasba’ initiative, was recognized for setting an inspiring 
example.

Pune Municipal Corporation’s Assistant Commissioner Pradeep 
Awhad, Senior Health Inspector Mahendra Sawant, Health Inspector 
Sharmila Chavan, Atik Sayyad, Nandkumar Mhangre, as well as 
Vishrambagwada Health Office Mukadam Rajendra Appa More and 
Assistant Mukadam Avinash Arane BJP City Vice President Manoj 
Dada Khatri and several others were present.

Launch of ‘Mission Clean 
Ward Campaign' in Pune
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MUMBAI
Reacting on the verdict 

of the Nagpur Bench of 
the Bombay High Court 
directing to postpone and 
conduct the counting for 
local body elections from 
December 3 to December 21, 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis today 
expressed disappointment 
on it and said that it is really 
surprising. 

Talking to media persons 
here, he said, ''I have 
never seen anything like 
this happen in local body 
elections. Since the decision 
came from the court, I 
cannot comment. Everybody 
has to accept and adhere to 
the court’s decision.” 

Fadnavis, however, said 

that he wants to highlight 
the “systemic failure” in 
processes. “First, the State 
Election Commission 
rescheduled local body 
elections in several districts 
a couple of days ago at the 
eleventh hour. And now, 
the counting has been 
postponed.” 

Fadnavis further said his 

sincere request to the SEC is 
to ensure that all upcoming 
local body elections are not 
affected by uncertainties 
arising from process-related 
issues. 

Voting is underway for 
246 municipal councils and 
42 municipal panchayats 
across Maharashtra. 

The counting was set 

to be held on Wednesday, 
and the results were to be 
announced the same day. 

However, the Nagpur 
bench of the Bombay High 
Court today directed that 
the counting be conducted 
only after all polling is 
completed. 

The Bench also held 
that the elections to the 
civic bodies will be held on 
the same dates as per the 
schedule; however, counting 
and the declaration of results 
will be on December 21. 

The court directed that 
the Model Code of Conduct 
will be required to be 
followed till the declaration 
of results, and that no exit 
polls will be permitted till 
then.

Devendra Fadnavis expresses disappointment over HC 
ruling to postpone counting for local body elections

Mumbai, Agency
The relocation of conflict-

associated elephant Omkar 
from Maharashtra’s Konkan 

region has been paused 
after the Supreme Court-
appointed High-Powered 
Committee (HPC) advised 

against his immediate 
transfer. The male elephant 
will remain in the Sahyadri 

range pending a detailed 
scientific review. 

The Maharashtra Forest 
Department had proposed 
shifting Omkar to the Vantara 
Elephant Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Centre in Gujarat. 

The Bombay High Court’s 
Kolhapur Bench had permitted 
the move only as an interim 
measure and made the decision 
conditional on the HPC’s expert 
opinion. 

In its December 1 order, the 
Bench recorded the committee’s 
view that any decision involving 
Omkar must prioritise his 
welfare, dignity and long-term 
survival as a Schedule I wild 
animal. The HPC also cautioned 
that altering his ecological 
identity should be considered 
only after comprehensive 
scientific analysis. 

Justices M.S. Karnik and Ajit 
B. Kadethankar, hearing two 

petitions opposing the proposed 
translocation, said they found 
no basis to deviate from the 
HPC’s recommendations. 

The Court directed the 
state government to continue 
working with the committee in 
accordance with law. 

Further hearing is scheduled 
for December 22.

A previous order dated 
November 12 had documented 
submissions made by petitioner 
Rohit Kamble, appearing in 
person, and by an intervener. 
They argued that  the 
Constitution places duties on 
citizens to protect wildlife and 
show compassion toward living 
creatures. They also warned that 
relocating Omkar to a managed 
elephant facility could disrupt his 
natural instincts and behaviour, 
and that reintegration into the 

wild after captivity might not 
succeed if other elephants 
refused to accept him. 

Parallel to the legal 
proceedings, NatConnect 
Foundation launched a 
public campaign urging 
the government to avoid 
translocation and instead 
p u r s u e  h a b i t a t - b a s e d 
solutions. The organisation 
petitioned the Prime Minister 
and ran a digital outreach 
initiative that gathered 
around 2,500 signatures 
f rom conservat ion ists , 
environmentalists and other 
supporters. 

“The Omkar translocation 
plan and the leopard killing 
are not isolated events — 
they highlight gaps in the 
current approach,” said B.N. 
Kumar, Director of NatConnect 

Foundation. 
He argued that India requires 

a science-driven, corridor-led 
wildlife management system 
that addresses conflict by 
strengthening habitats rather 
than relying on captures or 
removals. 

Residents in Sawantwadi 
and neighbouring areas have 
echoed similar concerns. 
Local wildlife enthusiast 
Mandar Gawde of Kudal said 
Omkar may have travelled 
from Karnataka in search of a 
mate and is now navigating 
fragmented landscapes and 
administrative barriers. 

Citizens have urged that 
he be guided back toward the 
natural inter-State corridor 
instead of being moved to a 
controlled camp. 

Officials told the Court 
that Maharashtra lacks 
an operational elephant 
rehabilitation centre and that 
neighbouring States have 
declined to host Omkar, leaving 
relocation as the only seemingly 
viable option earlier. The HPC’s 
assessment has now prompted 
a reassessment of that plan. 

The High Court has directed 
the state government to act on 
the HPC’s recommendations 
and report progress at the next 
hearing.

SC Committee flags ecological risk; 
Omkar’s shift to Vantara put on hold

KOLHAPUR, DN NETWORK
A total voter turnout of 61.99% was recorded 

across 10 municipal councils and 3 nagar 
panchayats in Kolhapur district, where polling 
took place today from 7.30 am to 3.30 pm.

Out of 2,55,737 registered voters across 318 
polling stations, 1,58,527 voters cast their vote. 
This includes 76,400 men, 82,121 women, and 6 
voters from the ‘others’ category.

Municipal Councils – Voter Turnout
Jaysingpur: 22,958 out of 49,747 (46.15%)
Murgud: 7,348 out of 10,128 (72.55%)

Malkapur: 3,700 out of 4,934 (74.99%)
Peth Vadgaon: 16,918 out of 23,044 (73.42%)
Gadhinglaj: 17,917 out of 30,161 (59.40%)
Kagal: 18,857 out of 28,753 (65.58%)
Panhala: 2,089 out of 2,967 (70.41%)
Kurundwad: 15,360 out of 22,224 (69.11%)
Shirol: 14,887 out of 24,539 (60.67%)
Nagar Panchayats – Voter Turnout
Ajra: 10,017 out of 14,686 (68.21%)
Chandgad: 5,925 out of 8,315 (71.26%)
Hatkanangale: 8,082 out of 11,437 (70.67%)
Hupari: 14,469 out of 24,802 (58.34%)

Kolhapur : 61.99% Voting 
Recorded in 10 Municipal  

Councils and 3 Nagar Panchayats

SATARA, DN NETWORK
Polling for the municipal elections in Satara 

district concluded on Tuesday with an overall 
voter turnout of 62.14%. Voting took place for 233 
seats, deciding the fate of 609 candidates, whose 
Electronic Voting Machines are now sealed until 
counting day.

The State Election Commission has cancelled 
the earlier counting date of December 3, 
announcing that the counting of votes will now 
be held on December 21. This sudden change has 
heightened political suspense across the district.

Smooth Polling Amid Heavy Security
The elections in Phaltan, Mahabaleshwar, 

Ward No. 1 of Karad, and two seats in Malkapur 
Municipal Council were stayed by the state 
government.

Despite this, voting began peacefully at 7:30 
am across 374 polling stations.

2,354 staff and 54 officers were deployed for 
polling duty

Around 450 police personnel were stationed 
for security

Total voters: 3,28,435
Women: 1,65,012
Men: 1,63,371
In the first two hours, the district registered 

12% turnout, with long queues seen despite the 
winter chill.

By noon, Medha recorded the highest turnout 
at 56%.

At 1:30 pm, the turnout figures were:
Panchgani – 27.31%
Satara – 31.43%
Malkapur – 39.10%

Mhaswad – 39.58%
Wai – 36.34%
Karad – 34.88%
Rahimatpur – 48.58%
Medha – 59.26%
District Superintendent of Police Tushar 

Doshi and Additional SP Dr. Vaishali Kadukar 
reviewed security arrangements, with extra police 
deployment in Mhaswad, Wai, Karad, and Satara. 
Four companies of the State Reserve Police Force 
were also assigned.

Except for minor EVM glitches in Medha, 
Satara, and Panchgani, polling was completed 
smoothly until 5:30 pm.

Voter List Errors Create Chaos
In Ward No. 3, Rakhshak Pratishthan’s Sushil 

Mozar had fielded two independent candidates. 
However, several voters complained that their 
names were missing from the voter list, leading 
to confusion and protests. Election officials had 
to intervene and coordinate with the municipality 
to update the rolls.

Minor Clashes Reported in Karad
In Karad, minor altercations were reported 

between supporters of two political groups.
Despite this, voter enthusiasm remained 

high in Panchgani, Mahabaleshwar, Rahimatpur, 
Mhaswad, Wai, and Malkapur.

Medha, Malkapur, and Karad recorded more 
than 60% turnout, increasing political anxiety 
among candidates and party workers.

District authorities have not officially 
confirmed the final turnout due to incomplete 
data consolidation, though preliminary reports 
indicate 62% voting.

Satara District Records 62% Voter Turnout
Clashes in City, EVMs Sealed With Fate of 609 Candidates

NAGPUR
Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University 

(RTMNU) has appointed Dr Manali Makarand 
Kshirsagar as its 25th Vice Chancellor, marking 
the first time a woman has been named to the 
post in the university’s history. 

The appointment was confirmed through 
orders issued by the Governor and Chancellor.

Dr Kshirsagar, who currently serves as technical 
director and advisor at Yeshwantrao Chavan 
College of Engineering (YCCE), assumes leadership 
after nearly two years during which the university 
functioned under acting Vice-Chancellors. 

The prolonged vacancy had slowed 
administrative procedures and delayed several 
key academic and policy decisions.

Her appointment is expected to bring 
renewed administrative stability and momentum 
to long-pending processes. Academic circles, 
faculty members, and student groups have 
expressed optimism, noting that her leadership 
may accelerate reforms, enhance transparency, 
and promote research and innovation across the 
university.

Dr Kshirsagar now faces a wide-ranging 
agenda, including the implementation of 
academic restructuring, strengthening governance 
mechanisms and uplifting the overall academic 
standards of the institution. 

Her tenure begins amid hopes for a more 
efficient, accountable, and forward-looking 
administration at RTMNU.

MUMBAI
On the occasion of the 

69th Mahaparinirvan Day of 
Bharat Ratna Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, the Jaibhim Nagar 
Buddha Welfare Association 
has organised a grand public 
programme at Jaibhim Nagar 
Buddha Vihar, Hiranandani–
Powai, on December 7, from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m.

The event will be presided 
over by World Buddhist 
Dhamma Guru, Venerable 
Bhikkhu Vishuddhanandbodhi 
Mahasthavir.

More than 600 Bhantes and 

a large number of devotees 
from Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur, 
Goa, Delhi, and various parts of 
India and abroad are expected 
to participate. A community 
meal (Bhojandan) has also been 
organised. 

The programme will include 
Punyadan and felicitations, 
Dhamma teachings and Paritran 
chanting, a grand Dhamma rally, 
followed by a special Dhamma 
discourse and guidance by 
respected Bhantes.

This  information was 
provided by Dr. Rajan Maknikar, 
Buddhist devotee and journalist.

Tribute to the Great Leader 
Through a Peace March

KARAD, CORRESPONDENT
Former Chief Minister Prithviraj 

Chavan has sharply criticised the 
ongoing confusion in the local 
self-government elections, calling 
it a “living example of the Election 
Commission’s incompetence.”

Chavan said that by postponing 
the counting of votes—originally 
scheduled for November 30 and now 
shifted to December 20–21—the 
authorities have allowed the ballot 
boxes and EVMs to remain in storage 
for 16–17 days, creating a “potential 
opportunity for the government to 
manipulate the process.”

Speaking to the media in Karad 
after polling, Chavan said the 
disorganised manner of conducting 
elections was eroding public trust. 
“The government and the Election 
Commission are busy blaming each 
other. Had the government’s lawyers 

defended the case effectively in 
court, the delay could have been 
avoided. The government completely 
failed at that stage, and now blaming 
the Election Commission makes no 
sense,” he said.

Calling the situation “deeply 
unfortunate,” Chavan accused the 
BJP government of deliberately 
weakening local self-government 

institutions.
“For the last ten years, municipal 

elections were not held. For five 
years, the administration remained 
in the hands of bureaucracy, while 
elected representatives were stripped 
of any authority,” he added.

Referring to the 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional Amendments, 
Chavan reminded that citizens have 
a constitutional right to timely 
elections. “But the BJP government 
has trampled on this right for its 

political interests. Democracy is 
shrinking and authoritarianism is 
slowly advancing. I strongly condemn 
this,” he said.

Responding to Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis’s 
statements, Chavan said:

“Yes, the Commission made 
mistakes. But when the matter 
reached the court, were the 
government lawyers asleep? They 
should have firmly argued that 
immediate declaration of results 
was necessary. The government 
failed to present its case and is now 
shifting the entire blame onto the 
Commission. This confusion is 100% 
the government’s fault.”

Chavan’s remarks have once again 
raised serious questions about the 
election process, the government’s 
role, and the increasing concerns over 
democratic transparency.

Prithviraj Chavan Raises Suspicion: “Delay Gives 
Government Opportunity to Tamper With Ballot Boxes”

Nagpur University appoints  
first woman Vice Chancellor

CHANDRAPUR
Polling in the Gadchandur Municipal 

Council elections was disrupted on 
Tuesday after a voter allegedly smashed an 
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) following 
a malfunction that reportedly registered a 
vote for a different symbol than the one 
selected, officials said. 

According to polling officials, voting 
began peacefully at 7 a.m., though 
intermittent technical issues were 
reported at several booths, prompting 
brief suspensions before machines were 
restored.

The major incident occurred around 
5:20 p.m. at Booth No. 2 of Adarsh Hindi 
Vidyalaya, where a voter identified as 
Ram Durge claimed the machine lit up the 
indicator for the "Lotus" symbol despite his 
pressing the button for the "Nagara" symbol.

Durge allegedly lifted the EVM and 
threw it to the ground, causing damage 
and triggering commotion inside the polling 
station. Police deployed at the booth 
immediately detained him.

The voter insisted he acted out of 
frustration, asserting that his vote had been 
wrongly registered and questioning the 

integrity of the polling process.
Following the incident, a group of 

voters gathered outside the centre and 
raised slogans demanding accountability.

Some also alleged similar issues at other 
booths. Additional police personnel were 
deployed to control the situation, while 
election officials refrained from commenting 
further.

The smashed EVM remained at the spot 
as officials assessed the situation. Opposition 
parties, including the Congress, demanded 
a thorough investigation into all reported 
malfunctions across the constituency.

EVM glitch sparks chaos as voter 
smashes machine in Chandrapur
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Hyderabad
The Telangana Cyber 

Security Bureau (TGCSB) on 
Tuesday launched a six-week 
statewide cyber awareness 
campaign titled “Fraud Ka Full 
Stop”, aimed at preventing 
cyber fraud and equipping 
citizens with practical digital 
safety skills. 

The programme was 
inaugurated at the ICCC 
Auditorium in Hyderabad in 
the presence of senior police 
officials, partner departments, 
students, bank representatives 
and citizens. 

In his chief guest address, 
DGP Shivadhar Reddy, stressed 
that cybercrime must be treated 
as a core policing priority 
statewide. He directed district 
units to conduct intensive 
awareness programmes and 
educate citizens on major 
fraud methods, including 
impersonation, loan app 
harassment and social media 
extortion 

TGCSB Director Shikha Goel, 
IPS, said Telangana has built 
one of India’s strongest data-
driven cybercrime response 
systems. Since becoming 
fully functional, the Bureau 
has handled 2.44 lakh NCRP 
complaints, registered 58,244 
FIRs, and facilitated refunds of 

more than Rs 350 crore to cyber 
fraud victims. 

She highlighted that while 
cybercrime across India rose 
by 29 per cent, Telangana 
reported an 8 per cent decline, 
with financial losses dropping 
by 30 per cent—a result of 
systemic improvements such 
as upgrading the 1930 helpline, 
strengthening the Put on 
Hold mechanism, and creating 
a model refund system in 
coordination with the High 
Court. 

Terming the initiative a 
people-centric movement, she 

said the campaign will combine 
field outreach with digital 
engagement, focussing each 
week on themes such as digital 
arrest scams, hacking threats, 
identity theft, investment 
frauds, and online safety for 
women and children. 

The event also marked the 
launch of SPARC Cyber Clubs 
in educational institutions and 
SBI Cyber Defenders, aimed 
at strengthening awareness 
among banking staff and 
customers. Posters, jingles 
and awareness films were also 
unveiled. 

The campaign—running in 
police stations, SDPO divisions 
and districts—will include 
workshops, school programmes, 
flash mobs, rallies, short-video 
contests, street plays, pledge 
drives and online interactions. 
TGCSB aims to reach at least 
five lakh citizens directly, with 
many more engaged through 
media platforms. 

TGCSB urged the public to 
stay vigilant, avoid suspicious 
links or financial offers, and 
immediately report cyber fraud 
to 1930 or www.cybercrime.gov.
in

TGCSB launches statewide ‘Fraud Ka 
Full Stop’ campaign to fight cybercrime

BENGALURU
Bengaluru South MP 

Tejasvi Surya today said India is 
making rapid progress towards 
sustainable mobility under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
with Bengaluru emerging as one 
of the biggest beneficiaries of 
the Centre's electric mobility 
push. 

Responding to a question 
raised by him in the Lok Sabha, 
the government informed that 
more than 21,000 electric buses 
have been awarded across 
the country under the FAME 
schemes and the PM E-Drive 
initiative. Of these, over 5,700 
buses have been allocated 
to Bengaluru, and 1,221 have 
already been operationalised. 

Surya said sustainable 
transport systems — including 
electric buses, Mass Rapid 
Transit Systems and trams — are 
vital to meeting the demands 
of fast-growing urban centres. 

He added that the Modi-
led government is committed 
to making Indian cities more 
liveable by providing modern, 
efficient and world-class public 
transit solutions.

Tejasvi Surya: 
Centre's green 

mobility boost for 
Bengaluru

BENGALURU
The Bengaluru City Police 

have launched an investigation 
after Commissioner of Police B 
Dayananda received a bomb 
threat on his official email, 
warning of coordinated blasts 
at Kempegowda International 
Airport and multiple major 
malls across the city.

According to police, 
the alleged threat mail was 
received on November 30 
and was sent from an email 
ID bearing the name Mohit 
Kumar. The message claimed to 
be from the so-called "Jaish-e-
Mohammed White Collar Terror 
Team" and warned of bomb 
attacks at the airport and six 
prominent malls — Orion Mall, 
Lulu Mall, Forum South Mall, 
Mantri Square Mall and another 
reference to Lulu Mall — stating 
that explosions would begin 
from 7 pm onwards.

The email further read: "This 
is a warning from the Jaish-e-
Mohammed White collar terror 
team… Thanks to our Allah and 
our master Mohit for serving 
our nation better." Police 
registered an FIR under Section 

173 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) at 
the designated station. Senior 
officers said all locations 
mentioned in the threat were 
immediately placed under 
heightened security, with 
bomb detection and disposal 
squads carrying out thorough 
checks.

The Commissioner’s office 
has confirmed that efforts are 
underway to trace the origin 
of the email and verify the 
credibility of the threat. No 
suspicious objects have been 
found so far, but surveillance 
across the city has been 
intensified as a precautionary 
measure. Further investigation 
is in progress.

Top policeman receives 
bomb threat mail naming 

airport, major malls

Vijayawada
A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 

Ministers Nara Lokesh and 
V Anita met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in 
New Delhi on Tuesday and 
submitted a comprehensive 
report detai l ing the 
destruction caused by 
Cyclone Montha. Lokesh, 
who is the Education and 
IT minister, informed that 
the state has suffered an 
estimated Rs 6,352 crore 
in losses after the cyclone 
made landfall along the 
Andhra Pradesh coast.

The ministers said that 
the cyclone inflicted severe 
damage across multiple 
sectors, causing significant 
hardship to residents in 
the affected regions. A 
total of 3,109 villages were 
impacted. Anitha is the 
state home minister. Lokesh 
also briefed the Union 
Minister on the immediate 
relief measures taken by the 
state government, which 
he said helped minimise 
loss of life and property. 
Cyclone Montha crossed 
the coast near Kakinada on 
the night of October 28, 
bringing heavy rainfall and 
winds reaching 100 kmph, 
resulting in widespread 
destruction.

Acting swiftly, the state 

government evacuated 1.92 
lakh people to 2,471 relief 
camps, where essential 
supplies, including food, 
drinking water, milk and 
other necessities were 
provided. Each affected 
fami ly  rece ived  an 
immediate relief payment 
of Rs 3,000. The state 
administration undertook 
urgent measures such 
as clearing fallen trees, 
restoring water supply, 
arranging temporary 
shelters and addressing 
critical infrastructure 
disruptions. An initial 
emergency relief fund of 
Rs 60 crore was released.

According to the 
assessment, sector-wise 

losses include Agriculture & 
Allied Sectors Rs 271 crore, 
Housing Damage Rs 7 crore, 
Roads & Infrastructure, Rs 
4,324 crore, Power Sector 
Rs 41 crore, Water Resources 
& Irrigation Projects Rs 369 
crore, Permanent Structures 
Rs 1,302 crore and Public 
Assets Rs 48 crore. Around 
Rs 902 crore qualifies 
for immediate relief and 
temporary restoration 
under NDRF guidelines.

Lokesh also informed 
the Home Minister that a 
Central Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMCT) had 
conducted a field inspection 
on November 12, following 
the state's preliminary 
submissions.

AP Ministers apprise Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Cyclone loss

HYDERABAD
Telangana is moving decisively to position 

itself as the “Defence Strategic Hub of India” 
by building a robust ecosystem for unmanned 
systems and advanced defence manufacturing, 
IT and Industries Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu 
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the Bhoomi Pooja ceremony 
for the proposed JSW Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) Facility at the Electronic Manufacturing 
Cluster in Maheshwaram, the Minister 
said the State Government is preparing a 
comprehensive roadmap to make Telangana 
a global leader in defence innovation. The 
focus, he said, will be on unmanned aerial 

systems, drone technologies and aerospace 
manufacturing.

As part of this push, the State plans to 
establish a dedicated Drone Manufacturing 
and Testing Corridor to strengthen India’s 
indigenous defence capabilities. The JSW 
Defence facility — being set up in partnership 
with Shield AI at an investment of Rs 850 crore 
— will manufacture up to 300 VBAT drones 
annually. Spread over 16 acres, the unit will 
have integrated production, repair and testing 
infrastructure and is expected to create around 
300 skilled jobs. The facility is likely to become 
operational by the end of next year.

Sridhar Babu observed that drones, 

satellites, cyber systems and artificial 
intelligence have become central to modern 
warfare, making self-reliance in drone 
manufacturing critical for national security. He 
said India’s domestic defence UAV and drone 
market is projected to reach USD 4.4–5 billion 
by 2030, and Telangana is well-positioned to 
lead this growth with its strong manufacturing 
and innovation ecosystem. He also pointed out 
that global defence firms such as Elbit Systems 
and Schiebel operating in Hyderabad reflect the 
State’s increasing prominence in the aerospace 
and defence sector. JSW Defence founder Parth 
Jindal, MLA Malreddy Ranga Reddy and senior 
officials attended the ceremony.

Telangana targets status as ‘defence strategic 
hub of India’, says Minister Sridhar Babu

HYDERABAD
Te langana  I T  and 

Industries Minister Duddilla 
Sridhar Babu, along with Chief 
Secretary Ramakrishna Rao, 
reviewed the arrangements 
for the upcoming “Telangana 
Global Rising Summit” at 
Future City on Tuesday. 

The Minister conducted 
a detailed inspection of the 
summit venue and held a 

special review meeting with 
the Chief Secretary and 
senior officials from various 
departments. He issued 
clear instructions to ensure 
flawless coordination across 
all wings involved in the 
event. Sridhar Babu directed 
officials to complete all 
pending works by the 5th of 
this month and to conduct a 
full-scale dry run on the 6th. 

He emphasised that 
the arrangements should 
be of global standards to 
strengthen Telangana’s 
brand and showcase the 
State’s progress to the 
world. He also reviewed 
the responsibilities allotted 
to each department and 
assessed the progress made 
so far. Stressing a seamless 
experience for delegates 

arriving from other states and 
countries, he said they must 
not face any inconvenience 
at any stage.

The Minister placed 
special focus on parking, 
log ist ics ,  hospita l i ty , 
sanitation and overall visitor 
management, instructing 
officials to ensure every 
detail is handled meticulously 
ahead of the summit.

Sridhar Babu reviews final preparations for 
Telangana Global Rising Summit at Future City

BENGALURU
Bengaluru Metro is 

steadily enhancing its 
efficiency, with plans to 
reduce train headways 
from 15 minutes to 12 
minutes in the near future 
and eventually achieve an 
ideal 4–6 minutes across 
the network. The arrival of 
new train sets, following 
prior international delays, is 
expected to further improve 
operational reliability and 
passenger convenience, 
reinforcing the Metro’s role 
as a backbone of the city’s 
public transport system.

Separately, the Metro 
network is playing an 
increasingly important role 
in supporting life-saving 
organ transplants. BMRCL 
is exploring options for 
emergency rapid transport of 
donor hearts, lungs, and livers 
to ensure timely delivery for 
critical medical procedures. 
These efforts underscore the 
broader public service impact 
of Bengaluru Metro beyond 
daily commuting.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
inauguration of Apollo 
H o s p i t a l s ’  d e d i c a t e d 
Heart & Lung Transplant 
Unit at Sheshadripuram, 
J Ravishankar, Managing 
Director of BMRCL, said, 
“Metro’s growing network 
not only eases Bengaluru’s 
traffic congestion but also 
strengthens the city’s 
capacity to respond to 
medica l  emergenc ies 
efficiently. Every second truly 
counts when transporting 
life-saving organs.” Metro 
operations, which began in 
2011 with just 6.7 kilometres, 
now cover 96 kilometres with 

the recent inauguration of 
the Yellow Line in August. 
The upcoming Pink Line, 
comprising 7.5 kilometres 
elevated and 13.5 kilometres 
underground, is expected to 
be operational next year.

The airport Blue Line is 
scheduled for completion 
by the end of 2027, bringing 
the network to roughly 175 
kilometres, with a long-term 
target of 225 kilometres by 
2030. These expansions are 
set to ease traffic congestion 
while supporting critical 
citywide logistics, including 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l 
transport. Ravishankar noted 

that while trains currently 
stop at all stations, special 
arrangements for organ 
transport are being explored, 
which could reduce travel 
times from 18 minutes to as 
low as five to seven minutes.

He also highlighted that 
the Yellow Line, which initially 
had a 25-minute headway, 
has already reduced it to 15 
minutes. With the arrival of 
the sixth train set for the 
line, headways are expected 
to drop to 12 minutes, with 
future improvements across 
all phases of the Metro 
aiming for four-to six-minute 
intervals.

A p o l l o  H o s p i t a l s ’ 
heart and lung transplant 
program, in collaboration 
with BMRCL’s infrastructure 
improvements, exemplifies 
the intersection of urban 
planning and healthcare. 
By enabling rapid, reliable 
transport for donor organs, 
the Metro network is helping 
save lives and strengthening 
Bengaluru’s emergency 
response capabilities.

Bengaluru Metro to cut train 
headways to 12 minutes soon

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Kerala’s ‘Mitra 181’ helpline 

has emerged as a frontline 
defence for women and children 
in crisis, handling more than 5.6 
lakh calls and providing crucial 
support round-the-clock across 
the state. 

According to official 
data, the toll-free helpline 
has received an impressive 
5,66,412 calls since its launch 
in 2017, providing direct and 
effective intervention in nearly 
two lakh cases. Health Minister 
Veena George urged women 
across the state to keep the 
181 helpline number in mind 
and to use it whenever they 
face threats, emergencies, or 
situations requiring immediate 
support.

“The government and 
the Women Development 
Corporation stand firmly with 
those seeking justice, privacy, 
protection, and a chance to 
rebuild their dreams,” she said.

Operating 24/7, 'Mitra 181' 
offers counselling, legal advice, 
emergency rescue, medical 
support, and safe shelter 
referrals. The service works in 

close coordination with the 
police, hospitals, ambulance 
networks, and other essential 
agencies to ensure timely and 
effective intervention.

Those who frequently 
depend on the helpline include 
teenage girls, survivors of 
domestic violence, victims of 
harassment, and members of 
the transgender community, 
all of whom benefit from 
confidential and compassionate 
assistance. Handling an average 
of 300 calls per day, the helpline 
receives a mix of emergency 
a lerts  and informat ion 
requests. A committed team 
of 12 professionally trained 
women, with qualifications in 
law and social work, manages 
operations in three shifts to 
ensure uninterrupted service. 
Regular training programmes 
further enhance their ability 
to handle sensitive and high-
pressure cases.

'Mitra 181' continues to stand 
as a protective shield for women 
across Kerala, reaffirming the 
state’s commitment to ensuring 
safety, dignity, and justice for 
all.

Kerala’s women’s helpline 
‘Mitra 181’ records 5.66 

lakh calls since 2017

HYDERABAD
An IndiGo flight from Kuwait to 

Hyderabad was diverted to Mumbai 
on Tuesday after airport authorities 
received a threat message warning 
of a “human bomb” onboard.

The alert, sent through a 
detailed email, was assessed as 
specific, prompting an immediate 
security response.

According to reports, the 
Rajiv Gandhi International Airport 
in Shamshabad received a bomb 
threat email targeting flight 6E1234. 
Officials quickly alerted the pilot, 
leading to the aircraft being diverted 
from its scheduled 0810 hours 
landing in Hyderabad to Mumbai 
instead. Police and central agencies 
have launched an investigation to 
verify the authenticity of the threat.
The incident has caused significant 
anxiety among passengers and 
crew, while security has been 
tightened at Shamshabad airport. 
Officials in both Hyderabad and 
Mumbai are reviewing the situation. 
As of now, neither IndiGo nor 
airport authorities have issued an 
official statement regarding the 
number of passengers on board or 
further details of the threat.

Kuwait–
Hyderabad 

IndiGo flight 
diverted to 

Mumbai after 
bomb threat
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KOLKATA
In a dramatic twist less 

than 24 hours after the Election 
Commission of India (EC) sought 
written explanations, the 
number of polling booths in 
West Bengal that earlier claimed 
zero uncollectable SIR (Special 
Intensive Revision) forms has 
shrunk sharply — from 2,208 to 
just 480.

District Election Office 
(DEO) submissions till Monday 
stated that in all 2,208 booths, 
not a single voter had been 
marked dead, shifted, missing 
or otherwise untraceable. 

Every enumeration form 
distributed had supposedly 
been collected and digitised 
— an anomaly the Commission 
immediately flagged. 

Once the EC sought 
formal reports from EROs, 
countersigned by DEOs, the 
numbers were revised on 
Tuesday, shrinking the earlier 

cluster dramatically. 
The corrections are most 

pronounced in South 24 
Parganas, where the updated 
list shows 66 booths in Raydighi, 
58 in Kulpi, 15 in Magrahat and 
20 in Patharpratima. 

Senior officials indicated 
that several districts have now 
acknowledged “discrepancies” 
between the figures uploaded 
earlier and the figures verified 
on the ground. 

This development comes 
after the EC placed all 2,208 
booths under heightened 
scrutiny. 

These booths had stood 
out during the final phase of 
digitisation, when backend 
monitoring systems picked up 
an entire cluster that reported 
flawless data — no deaths, no 
relocations, no duplicates, no 
missing electors over a full 
revision cycle. 

EC officials described 

such uniformity across such 
a large sample as statistically 
implausible, prompting urgent 
demands for explanations by 
10 am on Tuesday. 

The EC’s broader review 
had earlier identified 7,844 
booths where digitisation was 
completed with between zero 
and 10 uncollectable forms. 

Of these, 5,636 booths had 
between one and ten entries 
requiring deletion or correction. 
District Magistrates have been 
instructed to reverify the SIR 
process in these booths and 
forward their reports to the 
CEO, West Bengal, before the 
consolidated document is sent 
to Nirvachan Sadan. 

The anomalies surface at a 
time when the SIR, which began 
on November 4, has already 
exposed several irregularities 
across multiple districts. 

Officials in the CEO’s office 
have spoken of “alarming 

patterns,” particularly booths 
that reported no deaths or 
address shifts over an entire 
year — an occurrence viewed as 
practically impossible in voter 
roll management. 

Meanwhile, a total of 
46,20,000 voters has been 
identified whose names should 
not be on the electoral rolls, 
according to available data till 
4 pm today. 

These include 22,28,000 
dead voters, 6,41,000 missing 
voters, 16,22,000 shifted 
electors and 1,05,000 fake or 
duplicate entries. Officials say 
the revised booth figures only 
underline why the Commission 
moved swiftly to demand 
clarifications. 

More reports from the 
districts are expected within 
the next 48 hours as the EC 
continues a district-by-district 
review of the SIR process.

Post EC clarifications, ‘flawless’  
booth count falls from 2,208 to 480

ITANAGAR
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy 

Chief Minister Chowna Mein 
on Tuesday attended the 
20th International Tipitaka 
Chanting Ceremony at 
Bodhgaya, the sacred land of 
enlightenment. 

Standing beneath the 
revered Bodhi Tree, where 
Lord Buddha attained 
supreme awakening, Mein 
joined union Minister for 
Culture & Tourism Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat, venerable 
Sanghas, monks, nuns and 
delegates from more than 
22 countries in witnessing 
the unified chanting of the 
Tipitaka. 

He said the collective 
recitation served as a 
powerful reminder of the 
Buddha's universal message 
of compassion, peace and 
harmony, describing the 
experience as a profound 
spiritual blessing. 

Mein stated that the 
chanting of the Tipitaka 
would not only spread 
the teachings of love and 
compassion, but would 
also foster peace, unity 
and harmony across the 
global community, reflecting 
the spirit of "Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam" — one earth, 
one family, one future — as 
envisaged by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

Quoting the Prime 
Minister, Mein said, 
"Buddhism is India's gift 

to the world," adding that 
the event rekindled that 
torch and embodied India's 
commitment to preserving 
and promoting its timeless 
Buddhist heritage. 

He also conveyed his 
sincere gratitude to the Prime 
Minister for recognising Pali 
as a Classical Language and 
for the repatriation of sacred 
Buddha relics from Thailand, 
Mongolia and Bhutan, which 
he said has strengthened 
spiritual bonds and reinforced 
India's cultural diplomacy 
rooted in its Buddhist legacy. 

Highlighting Arunachal 
Pradesh as the Himalayan 
cusp of the Dhamma, Mein 
said that both Mahayana and 
Theravada traditions continue 
to flourish in the State. 

Citing the ancient 
monasteries of Tawang, the 
Golden Pagoda in Namsai 
and the 180-foot Buddha 
statue at Dhamma Hill, he 
noted that Arunachal Pradesh 
remains deeply committed to 

preserving and promoting the 
teachings of the Buddha. 

Mein expressed his 
profound gratitude to 
the International Tipitaka 
Chanting Council of India 
(ITCC), the International 
Buddhist Confederation 
(IBC), Life of Buddhadharma 
Foundation International 
(LBDFI), the Mahabodhi 
Society and all partner 
organisations for successfully 
organising the global spiritual 
congregation. 

He also appreciated 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
delegation, especially the 
Tai Khamti community, 
for presenting the Maha 
Sangha Dana to the monastic 
delegates, honouring them 
with traditional Tai Khamti 
delicacies. He said the 
enduring echoes of the 
Tipitaka would continue to 
guide humanity towards 
peace, while the compassion 
of the Buddha would inspire 
unity across borders.

Bodhgaya resonates with 
Buddha's teachings as Arunachal 

Dy CM attends Tipitaka event

Hyderabad
Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth 

Reddy here on Tuesday declared that 
the Congress party is ready to fight 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
registering false cases against Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi. 

Addressing the TPCC State executive 
meeting, the Chief Minister strongly 
condemned the Modi government's 
vendetta politics against the Gandhi family. 

Money laundering case was booked 
against the Gandhi family in the National 
Herald newspaper case only to divert the 

attention of people from the 'Vote Chori' 
campaign launched by Rahul Gandhi across 
the country, Reddy said.

"Gandhi family sacrificed their lives 
for the country. The Gandhi family started 
the National Herald newspaper with their 
own assets and played a key role in the 
country's freedom struggle. Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi worked hard to financially 
support the families of the National Herald 
employees," the Chief Minister said, adding 
that the Congress appointed key leaders 
like Mallikarjun Kharge as board of directors 
and revived the newspaper. 

Not a single rupee of the government 
was used in running the paper. The 
newspaper was running with the assets 
inherited by Nehru, he said.

The state executive meeting adopted a 
resolution strongly condemning the cases 
filed against its top leaders. "We are giving 
a strong message to Narendra Modi that 
we will stand by Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi and fight for anything if necessary. 
It is also everyone's responsibility to make 
Rahul Gandhi Prime Minister of India," 
Reddy stated.

Cong. ready to fight against illegal cases 
against Congress leaders: CM Revanth Reddy

KOLHAPUR, SATARA
57 persons including 

students, teachers of a college, 
were injured when their picnic 
private bus failed into a 20 feet 
pit from a flyover, following 
bus driver lost control on 
wheel, which incident occurred 
Tuesday morning at Vathar 
village near Karad of Satara 
district on Pune-Bangalore 
national highway.

According to Karad tehsil 
police, a picnic private bus 
carrying 57 persons of a Nashik 
based college including students 
and teachers, which was on way 
to Malvan in Sindhudurg district 
for picnic, failed in a 20 feet pit 
from a flyover. 

In this incident all 57 
persons along with bus driver, 
were injured, who admitted at 
Krushna Hospital in Karad town 
for medical treatment. Police is 
further investigating.

57 persons 
including 
students, 

teachers injured 
in picnic private 

bus accident
NAGPUR, CORRESPONDENT

Senior Congress leader 
Vijay Wadettiwar launched 
a sharp attack on the 
Maharashtra government 
and the State Election 
Commission after the 
Nagpur Bench ordered that 
the counting of votes for 
municipal council and nagar 
panchayat elections be held 
on December 21.

Wadettiwar said the 
decision had disrupted the 
entire election process, 
calling it a “mockery” 
and alleging that both 
the government and the 
Election Commission 
were responsible. He 
accused the authorities 
of misinterpreting the 
Supreme Court’s ruling to 
showcase the provision of 
27% OBC reservation for 
political gain.

He further alleged that 
the Election Commission 
had become a “puppet” 

in the hands of the 
government and was acting 
on its instructions. Such 
a delay in counting had 
never happened before, he 
said, questioning whether 
the move was intended to 
influence or manipulate the 
election outcome.

Delaying the counting 
of votes amounted to 
extending the election 
process, creating 
opportunities for the 
misuse of money power 
and possible tampering, 
Wadettiwar claimed.

He added that the 
government appeared 
worried about unfavourable 
results and may be 
attempting to reverse the 
outcome.

Wadettiwar concluded 
by saying that the “throat of 
democracy is being choked” 
and held the Fadnavis 
government squarely 
responsible for the situation.

Vijay Wadettiwar Slams 
Maharashtra Government 

Over Delay in Vote Counting

New Delhi
In the month of November, 

Aadhaar holders executed 
231 Crore authentication 
transactions, clocking a growth 
of almost 8.5 percent as against 
the same period last year, said 
the Ministry of Electronics & IT 
on Tuesday. 

It is indicative of the growing 
usage of Aadhaar, as well as the 
growth of the digital economy 
in the country, it added. 

The November 2025 
authentication transactions 
are the highest so far when 
compared with any of the 
previous months this fiscal 
year, as in October, the numbers 
stood at 219.51 Crore. 

The growing usage shows 
how Aadhaar has been playing 
the role of a facilitator for 
effective welfare delivery, and 

voluntarily availing services 
offered by service providers. 

Aadhaar e-KYC transactions 
during November registered a 
significant jump, with 47.19 Cr 
such transactions recorded 
during the month, more than 
a 24 percent increase when 
compared with November 2024. 

Aadhaar e-KYC service 
continues to be a catalyst in 
improving customer experience 
and adding ease of doing 
business in sectors including 
banking and non-banking 
financial services, the MeitY 
said. 

As per the data shared 

by the ministry, the Aadhaar 
Face Authentication solutions 
are also witnessing consistent 
traction. Nearly 60 percent 
of the Digital Life Certificates 
generated by pensioners during 
November used Aadhaar face 
authentication. 

T h i s  A I - b a s e d  f a c e 
authentication modality of 
UIDAI works on both Android 
and iOS platforms. It enables 
users to verify their identity 
with just a face scan, ensuring 
convenience while upholding 
stringent security standards. 

Overall, 28.29 Cr face 
authentication transactions 
were executed in November 
2025, as against 12.04 Cr such 
transactions during the same 
period in 2024.

Aadhaar users execute 231  
crore transactions in Nov,  
clocking growth of 8.5 pc

VIJAYAWADA
Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 
directed the officials to explore 
the potential of setting up a 
metal cluster in North Andhra 
to foster value addition to 
mining products through 
exports and domestic usage. 
Naidu said that a metal cluster 
in the region will provide much 
required support and boost to 
the rapid industrialisation of 
Visakhapatnam. 

The Chief Minister held 
a review meeting with the 
officials on mining activity in 
the State and stressed the need 
for strengthening AP Mineral 
Development Corporation. He 
said that Odisha stands first 
in mining revenue and AP has 
immense potential to improve 
its mining revenue by improving 
the mining systems. At the same 
time, CM Naidu stressed up on 
the need to strengthen the 
surveillance through drones 
and RTGS to check unauthorised 
mining activity in the state. 

As the state is rich in 

limestone, beach sand, iron 
ore, manganese, quartz, silica 
sand, clay, granite mines, etc., 
officials should make efforts 
to provide value addition to 
different mining products 
through exports and domestic 
usage, Naidu said.

The mining department 
should make efforts to 
encourage mining. Steps should 
be taken to discuss with the 
Central government to provide 
incentives to mining companies. 
Focus should be made on 
futuristic minerals by taking 
advice from mining experts, the 
Chief Minister observed. 

Naidu noted that as the 
Amaravati capital development 
works gained momentum, the 
officials should ensure that there 
is no shortage of construction 
material. He directed the 
officials to discuss with District 
Collectors and arrange supply of 
material to CRDA. AP's Minister 
for Mines Kollu Ravindra and 
senior officials of the mining 
department were present at 
the meeting.

AP CM proposes metal cluster 
in North Andhra Pradesh

PATNA
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister 

Vijay Kumar Sinha on Tuesday 
said that the government would 
take strict action against corrupt 
employees and their properties 
would be under scanner to curb 
corruption.

After reviewing the progress 
of his department, Sinha 
directed the officials to prepare 
a date wise progress report of 
mutation cases daily, covering 
updates from Circle Officers to 
Divisional Commissioners. 

He said that the daily report 
should clearly mention how 
much work is being completed 
within the fixed time limit. 

He also took updates on 
key areas such as mutation 
(dakhil-kharij), Parimarjan Plus, 
grievance redressal system, land 
survey and land tax payment. 

The Deputy Chief Minister 
st ressed the need for 
major improvements in the 
functioning of the department 
and instructed fir grading of the 
officers at every level. 

He reiterated that strict 
action would be taken against 
corrupt employees and their 
properties would be examined. 
He said there would be no 
place for corrupt practices in 
the department.

To ensure transparency in 
Circle Offices, Sinha ordered 
installation of CCTV cameras 
in all offices and display of 
information boards carrying 
the names, designations and 
contact numbers of officials 
and staff. 

He also directed that the 

CCTV command-and-control 
system should be set up at the 
headquarters to monitor the 
activities of all employees.

He instructed the formation 
of a separate cell for monitoring 
the work of revenue employees 
and the creation of a flying 
squad at the headquarters for 
sudden inspections in different 
circles.

S inha informed that 
from December 15, he would 
personally visit to review 
revenue related works, starting 
from Lakhisarai. 

Strict action to be taken against 
corrupt employees: Sinha

SHILLONG
Chief Minister Conrad 

Sangma on Tuesday 
announced that 48 youths 
from across Meghalaya 
have been selected for 
international exposure 
trips to the Philippines and 
Malaysia under the Chief 
Minister’s Youth Engagement 
Programme (CM-YEP) 2025. 
The announcement was 
made at the State-level CM-
YEP event held at NEHU’s 
Convocation Hall, Shillong. 
The programme will continue 
till December 5.

CM-YEP 2025 aims to 
nurture young talent by 
offering cultural exposure, 
leadership development 
and skill enhancement. 
Around 500 participants 
will also be chosen to 
represent Meghalaya at the 
national level. Participants 
were selected through 
competitions held at the 
block and district levels.

A large number of youths 

attended the event, which 
provided a platform to share 
their stories and showcase 
talents in arts, sports, 
innovation, science and 
technology.

Sangma said the 
initiative is meant to 
keep youth engaged 
through “transformational 
programmes” that build 
strong foundations for future 
growth. He emphasized the 
government’s commitment 
to empowering young 
people to express their 
abilities and prepare 
confidently for the future.

Former participants 
shared experiences from 
earlier exposure trips to 
Indonesia and Vietnam. 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
Minister Wailadmiki Shylla 
urged youths to make full 
use of the opportunities, 
noting that Meghalaya is 
the only state implementing 
the programme at the block 
level.

48 Meghalaya Youths 
Selected for Philippines & 

Malaysia Under CM-YEP 2025
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NEW DELHI: The country 
has added 31.2 GW of non-
fossil fuel-based energy capac-
ity in the April-October period 
of FY26, Union minister Pral-
had Joshi said on Tuesday, and 
added that there has been no 
cancellation of awarded clean 
energy projects.

As of October, the coun-
try’s total installed capacity 
from non-fossil sources stands 
at about 259 GW, the Minister 
for New and Renewable Energy 
said in reply to a query in the 
Rajya Sabha.

The contribution of non-
fossil fuel capacity was 51.37 
per cent to India’s overall 
installed power generation 
capacity of 5.5 lakh megawatt 
(MW) at the end of October.

Joshi further said that as 
of October 2025, Solar Energy 
Corporation of India, NTPC, 
NHPC and SJVN, have issued 
Letters of Award (LoAs) of 
67,554 MW in respect of 
renewable power procure-
ment tenders since April 2023, 

and no cancellations have been 
made after issuance of Letters 
of Award.

The above comments 
assume significance as there are 
over 40 GW of awarded capac-
ity of renewable energy projects 
in the country do not have any 

power purchase agreements 
(PPAs).

The government has taken 
several proactive measures to 
facilitate the further execu-
tion of PPAs in respect of bids 
issued by REIAs, Union minis-
ter Joshi said.

The measures, Joshi said, 
include urging states to com-
ply with the Renewable Con-
sumption Obligation (RCO) 
under the Energy Conserva-
tion Act, and advising Renew-
able Energy Implementing 
Agencies (REIAs) to aggre-
gate demand from discoms 
and other consumers before 
designing and issuing tenders.

Besides, regional work-
shops have been organised 
with major renewable energy-
procuring states to address 
implementation challenges and 
accelerate PPA signing.

The government is con-
ducting a ‘case-by-case’ analy-
sis of uncontracted capacity of 
renewable energy projects, and 
the assessment is expected to 
be clear by early January 2026, 
he had said recently.

11millenniumpost BusinessNEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY, 3 DECEMBER, 2025

Stringent US sanctions on Moscow cut 
India’s Russian oil imports by a third

NEW DELHI: A Parliamen-
tary panel on Tuesday sug-
gested a raft of measures to 
improve the insolvency law 
framework, including put-
ting in place an advance ruling 
mechanism that will provide 
legal clarity at the pre-admis-
sion stage and help reduce 
unnecessary litigations.

Besides, the committee has 
proposed integration of medi-
ation as an alternative dispute 
resolution mechanism, as that 
can bring down the burden 
on the adjudicating authori-
ties concerned in resolving the 
stressed assets under the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code.

In its report, the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on 
Finance has also recommended 
setting up a transparent, online 
mechanism for issuing ‘no 
dues’ certificates and statutory 
clearances immediately upon 
completion of a resolution plan 
to ensure that revitalised cor-
porate debtors truly start with 
a clean slate.

Under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), a total 
of 1,194 companies have been 
successfully resolved and credi-

tors have realised an amount 
of Rs 3.89 lakh crore, which 
is over 170 per cent of the liq-
uidation value and more than 
93 per cent of the fair value of 
these companies, as assessed 
at the time of admission into 
the resolution process. These 
figures are till March 31 this 
year, while the IBC came into 
force in 2016.

The government has pro-
posed various amendments to 
the IBC, which provides for a 
time-bound and market-linked 
resolution of stressed assets.

“The committee, therefore, 
recommend that the Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs and the 
IBBI should urgently explore 
the feasibility and applicabil-
ity of introducing a suitable 
advance ruling mechanism 
within the IBC framework. 

This mechanism should aim to 
provide stakeholders with pre-
admission clarity on key legal 
or factual issues, thereby signif-
icantly reducing unnecessary 
litigation and safeguarding the 
time-bound nature of the reso-
lution process,” the report said.

Other suggestions made in 
the panel’s report on ‘Review 
of Working of Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code and Emerg-
ing Issues’ tabled in Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday include expediting 
the establishment of additional 
NCLT (National Company Law 
Tribunal) benches as well as 
accelerating the operationalisa-
tion of the proposed Integrated 
Technology Platform (iPIE) for 
centralised case management.

The iPIE will help 
strengthen the capacity and 
efficiency of the NCLT and 
NCLAT. “To deter vexatious 
challenges, the Committee fur-
ther recommend that the IBBI 
prescribe a mandatory upfront 
threshold deposit for unsuc-
cessful resolution applicants fil-
ing appeals, and the minimum 
penalty for frivolous applica-
tions should be substantially 
raised,” the report said.     MPOST

Parl panel moots advance ruling 
mechanism in IBC framework

NEW DELHI: Apple and 
Samsung will discuss Sanchar 
Saathi app order with the gov-
ernment and try to find a mid-
dle path on the directive for 
its pre-installation on mobile 
phones, sources said.

In an order dated Novem-
ber 28, 2025, the Department 
of Telecom has directed man-
ufacturers and importers of 
mobile handsets to ensure that 
its fraud reporting app, Sanchar 
Saathi, is pre-installed on all 
new devices and installed via 
a software update on existing 
handsets.

“Apple will discuss the order 
on Sanchar Saathi app instal-
lation and work out a middle 
path with them. The company 
may not be able to implement 
the order in the current form,” 
an industry source said.

According to the direction, 
all mobile phones that will 
be manufactured in India or 

imported after 90 days from 
the date of issuing of the order 
will need to have the app. All 
mobile phone companies are 
required to report compliance 
to the DoT within 120 days.

Source shared that Samsung 
is reviewing the order and may 
also discuss it with the govern-
ment before implementation.

Emails sent to Apple and 
Samsung seeking their com-
ments elicited no response.

Luthra and Luthra Law 
Offices India, Senior Part-
ner, Sanjeev Kumar, said that 
all eyes are now on tech giant 
Apple, renowned for its staunch 

defence of user privacy.
“The Cupertino-based 

company has historically 
resisted directives it views as 
compromising device integ-
rity or data security. Its com-
pliance — or potential legal 
pushback — will be a critical 
standpoint to be seen unfold-
ing in the coming days. The 
Indian government has framed 
this as a non-negotiable step 
to secure the nation’s digital 
frontiers against sophisticated 
criminals,” Kumar said.

He said the government’s 
rationale is rooted in a severe 
telecom security crisis.

“The primary stated goal is 
to verify genuine mobile hand-
sets via their IMEI numbers, 
creating a national framework 
to crack down on spoofed or 
tampered devices — a major 
entry point for cybercrime. The 
app features tools for reporting 
stolen phones, fraudulent com-

munications, and suspicious 
connections,” he said.

Think tank CUTS Interna-
tional, Director for Research, 
Amol Kulkarni, said, despite 
good intentions, the mandate 
to pre-install Sanchar Saathi 
app on mobile handsets with-
out any prior public consul-
tation raises key concerns 
regarding expectations from 
citizens to blindly trust the gov-
ernment without questioning, 
and the inability of the gov-
ernment to suggest superior 
privacy-enhancing and choice-
respecting alternatives.

“There is no clarity on 
what happens if it is realised 
that Sanchaar Sathi collects 
more data than necessary, in 
violation of purpose limita-
tion requirements of Digital 
Personal Data Protection Act, 
many provisions of which are 
not applicable to government,” 
Kulkarni said.                 AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Air India has 
grounded an aircraft mainte-
nance engineer and has also 
set up a committee to decide 
on possible action against 
some pilots who were involved 
in operating an Airbus A320 
neo plane multiple times with-
out airworthiness certifica-
tion in November, according 
to sources.

The Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is prob-
ing the incident reported on 
November 26. The regulator 
had asked the airline to carry 
out an internal probe to fix the 
responsibility and ensure that 
such incidents do not occur in 
the future. Following the A320 
neo aircraft-related develop-
ments, Air India’s Accountable 
Manager and Director of Flight 
Operations Manish Uppal has 

sent out a communication to 
all pilots, reminding them of 
their “responsibility” regard-
ing document validation, the 
sources said.

However, some pilots are 
not happy with the communi-
cation, claiming that it amounts 
to “passing the buck” for the 
violations that have happened 
with respect to the A320 neo 
plane operations.

The sources said the four-
year old aircraft A320 neo air-
craft VT-TNQ belonging to 

erstwhile Vistara was grounded 
for a long time and its airwor-
thiness certificate had also 
expired. On November 24, the 
airline decided to take the air-
craft off the ground and con-
ducted a proven flight over 
Delhi. On the same day, the 
aircraft operated commercial 
services on Delhi-Bengaluru-
Mumbai sector, they said. 

The next day, the same 
aircraft operated com-
mercial flights on Mum-
bai-Delhi-Mumbai, 
Mumbai-Hyderabad-Mumbai 
then again Mumbai-Hyder-
abad- Mumbai. After that, the 
plane was sent for maintenance 
on the same day and that was 
when the engineers found that 
there was no valid airworthi-
ness certification, the sources 
said.                                     AGENCIES

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: India’s imports 
of Russian oil fell by nearly a 
third after stringent US sanc-
tions on key Kremlin-linked 
exporters came into effect on 
November 21, and analysts 
expect further declines in 
December as refiners turned 
to alternatives to avoid breach-
ing sanctions.

India’s crude oil imports 
from Russia averaged 1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) in 
November and accounted for 
more than 35 per cent of its 
total crude import mix, accord-
ing to real-time data analytics 
company Kpler.

The November imports, 
which compare with 1.5-1.6 
million bpd of Russian oil flow 
in October, are expected to 
be a 5-month high, driven by 
increased imports before the 
November 21 deadline.

“Before November 21, 
imports were closer to 1.9-2.0 

million bpd as buyers moved 
cargoes ahead of the dead-
line, after which volumes have 
slowed. It looks like refiners 
stocked up on crude ahead of 
the sanctions, planning to pro-
cess it once the rules were in 
force,” said Sumit Ritolia, Lead 
Research Analyst, Refining & 
Modeling, Kpler.

Post that, flows were track-
ing around 1.27 million bpd, 
down 570,000 bpd month-on-
month. “Based on current load-
ings and voyage activity, we 

expect December arrivals to be 
in the range of 1.0 million bpd,” 
he said. “This aligns with our 
earlier view that, in the short 
term, Russian flows could ease 
toward around 800,000 bpd 
before stabilising.”

India, the world’s third-
largest oil importer, emerged 
as the biggest buyer of dis-
counted Russian crude after 
Western countries shunned 
Moscow following its Febru-
ary 2022 invasion of Ukraine. 
Traditionally reliant on Middle 

Eastern oil, India dramatically 
increased Russian imports as 
sanctions and reduced Euro-
pean demand made the bar-
rels available at steep discounts, 
pushing its share from under 1 
per cent to nearly 40 per cent of 
total crude imports. In Novem-
ber, Russia remained the coun-
try’s top supplier, accounting 
for more than a third of all 
crude oil imported. 

But this could now change 
after US sanctions on Rosneft 
and Lukoil and their major-

ity-owned subsidiaries took 
effect from November 21, effec-
tively turning crude linked to 
these firms as a “sanctioned 
molecule”.

The sanctions have resulted 
in companies like Reliance 
Industries, Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd (HPCL), 
HPCL-Mittal Energy Ltd and 
Mangalore Refinery and Petro-
chemicals Ltd halting imports 
for now. 

The only exception is Ros-
neft-backed Nayara Energy, 
which is majorly depen-
dent on Russian crude after 
supplies from the rest of the 
world were effectively cut off 
following European Union  
sanctions on it. 

“In the medium term, refin-
ers are already adjusting. We’re 
seeing a shift toward non-des-
ignated Russian entities, more 
use of opaque trading channels, 
and increased sourcing from 
the Middle East, West Africa, 
and the Americas,” Ritolia said.

FURTHER DECLINES EXPECTED IN DECEMBER

‘Apple to discuss Sanchar Saathi order with govt’A320 plane violations: AI grounds 
aircraft maintenance engineer

HIGHLIGHTS
 » India’s crude oil imports from 
Russia averaged 1.8 million 
barrels per day (bpd) in Nov
 » It accounted for more than 35% 
of its total crude import mix
 » Analysts expect further declines 
in December as refiners turned to 
alternatives to avoid breaching 
sanctions

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A parliamen-
tary panel has asked the gov-
ernment to conduct long-term 
field trials on various agricul-
tural crops to check the efficacy 
of nano liquid fertilisers.

A Standing Committee on 
Chemicals and Fertilizers on 
Monday presented a report on 
‘self-sufficiency in the produc-
tion of fertilisers with a view to 
curbing the import of fertilisers 
- reviewing constraints thereof ’.

In its report, the commit-
tee said that it was informed 
that nano-fertilisers hold great 
promise for application in plant 
nourishment with nano urea 
and nano DAP (di-ammonium 
phosphate) available in bottles 
at lower prices than conven-
tional urea and DAP.

To further promote nano-
fertilisers, the panel has given 
many suggestions to the 
Department of Fertilizers, 
under the Ministry of Chemi-
cals and Fertilizers.

The panel has asked the 
department to take measures 

for enhancing the production 
of nano fertilisers, including 
nano urea and nano DAP (di-
ammonium phosphate), con-
duct field trials to check efficacy 
and create awareness about this 
product among farmers.

The committee noted that 
the production of Nano fertil-
isers requires a small quantity 
of raw materials.

“The department may 
extend full support through its 
policies and programmes to 
expand the production capac-

ity of nano fertilisers, includ-
ing Nano Urea and Nano DAP, 
many fold so that it could sig-
nificantly replace the use of 
conventional Urea/ P&K fer-
tilisers over the years and 
contribute to attaining self-suf-
ficiency in the fertilisers sector,” 
it recommended.

The committee hoped that 
the department would take 
concrete, time-bound and sin-
cere steps in this direction.

Moreover, the panel sug-
gested that “long-term field 

trials of application of nano fer-
tilisers may be got conducted 
by the Department on various 
crops throughout the country...
to thoroughly assess and val-
idate the merits and demer-
its of use of nano fertilisers 
in terms of crop productivity, 
nutritional quality of crop pro-
duced, soil health, etc.; so that 
it may be optimally adopted by 
the farmers as replacement to 
conventional fertilisers”.

These field trials should 
be conducted in coordination 

with various research organisa-
tions and Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ras (KVKs), among others.

The panel also asked the 
department to allocate suf-
ficient funds for developing 
innovative nano-fertilisers. 
It also felt that more drones 
should be introduced on a war 
footing for the application of 
nano-fertilisers.

The report highlighted 
that nano Urea is rising as a 
very important supplement to 
chemical fertiliser.

During the last two and a 
half years, 9.32 crore bottles of 
nano urea have

been sold, which is equiva-
lent to 42 lakh tonnes of con-
ventional urea.

“Similarly, Nano DAP has 
found excellent acceptance 
by the farmers. By the end of 
2024, more than 3 crore bot-
tles of Nano DAP have been 
produced, and out of them 
2.16 crore bottles have been 
sold, which is equivalent to 
10.82 LMT of conventional 
DAP, which would have been 
imported,” it added.

Parl panel to govt: ‘Conduct long-term field 
trials to check efficacy of nano-fertilisers’

Production of nano-fertilisers requires small quantity of raw materials, notes panel

KEY POINTS
 » Standing Committee on 
Chemicals and Fertilizers 
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‘self-sufficiency in the 
production of fertilisers
 » To further promote 
nano-fertilisers, the 
panel has given many 
suggestions to Fertilizers 
dept, under the Ministry 
of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers

Russia eyes stronger energy 
and defence ties with India

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Russia on 
Tuesday pitched for creating 
an “architecture” to insulate 
its trade ties with India from 
pressure by third countries, 
and said New Delhi’s procure-
ment of Russian crude oil may 
decline for “a brief period” in 
view of western sanctions.

However, Moscow is tak-
ing steps to enhance the sup-
plies, Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov said in a video-
streamed news conference 
ahead of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s visit to New 
Delhi for the annual summit 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. He said that addressing 
India’s concerns over the mas-
sive trade deficit, cooperation 
in small modular nuclear reac-
tors and expanding defence 
and energy ties could be among 
the focus areas during the sum-
mit talks on Friday.

Putin, who arrives on 
Thursday, will hold talks with 
Modi during which a pleth-

ora of significant outcomes are 
expected, including in the trade 
and defence spheres, to further 
solidify bilateral strategic ties.

The Russian leader’s trip 
to India is taking place at a 
time when India-US rela-
tions are going through possi-
bly the worst phase in the last 
two decades after Washington 
imposed a whopping 50 per 
cent tariff on Indian goods, 
including 25 per cent levies for 
New Delhi’s procurement of 
Russian crude oil.

On India gradually bring-
ing down purchase of Russian 
crude oil following US sanc-
tions on two Russian firms, 
Peskov said the decline could 
be for a very “brief period” and 
Russia is confident of avert-

ing the impact of the Western 
restrictions. “There are sanc-
tions against the Russian oil 
production sector, but we are 
finding ways not to let the vol-
ume of trade go down. We have 
deep experience in perform-
ing under the regime of these 
illegal sanctions,” Peskov said.

The Kremlin spokesper-
son also called for creating a 
mechanism to insulate India-
Russia trade and energy ties 
from pressure by third coun-
tries, in an apparent reference 
to western sanctions. “We 
should create an architecture 
of our relationship that must 
be free of any influence com-
ing from any third country. We 
have to secure our relationship; 
we have to secure our trade that 
brings mutual benefit. We have 
to secure our trade from pres-
sure from abroad,” he said. 

The Kremlin spokesper-
son called for a new system of 
global trade where the payment 
system (dollar-denominated 
trade) is not used as a “politi-
cal tool”.

Ready to address India’s concerns over trade deficit: Kremlin

Check-in system glitches 
briefly hit multiple airlines 

‘ICMM induction 
reaffirms HZL’s 
commitment to 
sustainability’

UDAIPUR: Hindustan Zinc 
Limited (HZL) on Tuesday 
underscored the strategic 
importance of its recent induc-
tion into the International 
Council on Mining & Metals 
(ICMM), positioning India at 
the forefront of global conver-
sations on responsible mineral 
development. HZL is the only 
Indian company among the 
council’s 26 members, a cohort 
comprising some of the world’s 
most influ-ential mining and 
metals organisations.

The announcement comes 
at a time when global demand 
for critical minerals such as 
zinc and silver is rising sharply, 
fuelled by the rapid expansion 
of renewable energy systems, 
green infra-structure, electric 
mobility and advanced digi-
tal technologies. Against this 
backdrop, HZL’s en-try into 
ICMM places India directly 
within the framework of shap-
ing global standards for sus-
tainable mineral extraction.

HZL chairperson Priya 
Agarwal Hebbar said: “Hindu-
stan Zinc’s induction into the 
International Council on Min-
ing and Metals marks a proud 
milestone - not just for our 
company, but for India. HZL 
is the first company from India 
to join this council. It reaffirms 
our commitment to sustain-
ability, innovation, and respon-
sible resource development, 
while creating new opportu-
nities to collaborate with some 
of the world’s most respected 
leaders in min-ing. This is 
our moment to lead from the 
front, power the global energy  
transition...”                        MPOST

NEW DELHI: Check-in sys-
tems of Air India and other 
airlines faced glitches due to 
a third party system disrup-
tion at various airports, result-
ing in flight delays on Tuesday 
evening.

The problem persisted for at 
least 45 minutes before getting 
addressed, one of the sources 
said.

“A third-party system dis-
ruption has been affecting 
check-in systems at various air-
ports, resulting in delays across 
multiple airlines, including Air 
India,” Air India said in a post 
on X at 9.49 pm.

It also said that airport 
teams are working diligently 
to ensure a smooth check-in 

experience for all passengers 
and while the system is pro-
gressively getting restored, 
some flights may continue to 
experience delays.

“The third party system has 
been fully restored, and check-
in at all airports is function-
ing normally. All our flights are 
operating as per schedule,” the 
airline said in another post at 
10.49 pm.                           AGENCIES

INSIGHT
 » There has been no cancellation of 
awarded clean energy projects, 
the New and Renewable Energy 
minister said in the Rajya Sabha
 » As of October, the country’s total 
installed capacity from non-fossil 
sources stands at about 259 GW
 » The contribution of non-fossil fuel 
capacity was 51.37% to overall 
installed power generation 
capacity of 5.5 lakh MW

Samsung is also 
reviewing the order 
and may discuss it 
with the govt before 
implementation

TO REDUCE UNNECESSARY LITIGATIONS

India adds 31.2 GW green energy capacity in Apr-Oct: Govt

‘The problem 
persisted for at 
least 45 minutes 
before getting 
addressed’
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