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NEW DELHI : In a major move to strengthen 
digital payment security, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has proposed a series of new measures 
aimed at curbing rising cases of online fraud. The 
proposed changes are expected to directly impact 
users of popular UPI platforms such as PhonePe 
and Google Pay.

With digital transactions becoming an integral 
part of daily life—from small purchases to large 
payments—the central bank’s proposals seek to 
enhance user protection and reduce financial risks 
associated with cybercrime.

Key Proposed Changes by RBI
1. 1-Hour Waiting Period for High-Value 
Transactions

One of the most significant proposals is a 
mandatory delay for transactions above ₹10,000. 
Such payments will take up to one hour to be 
credited to the recipient’s account.

Benefit: This buffer period will allow users 
to cancel transactions in case they realise they 
have been scammed, potentially preventing major 
financial losses.
2. ‘Kill Switch’ for Instant Account Blocking

RBI has proposed introducing a ‘kill switch’ 
feature that allows users to immediately block 
all digital banking services if their phone is lost 
or an account is suspected to be compromised.

This can be activated through mobile banking, 
internet banking, or IVR systems, ensuring 
no further transactions can take place until 
verification is completed.
3. Additional Verification for Vulnerable Users

To protect senior citizens and differently-abled 
individuals—often targeted in fraud cases—RBI 
has suggested extra verification for transactions 
above ₹50,000.

This may include approval from a trusted 
family member or additional authentication steps 
to prevent scams, especially those executed via 
phone calls.
4. Restrictions on ‘Mule Accounts’

The central bank has also proposed stricter 
controls on suspicious or poorly documented bank 
accounts, commonly referred to as mule accounts.

Such accounts may face an annual transaction 
cap of ₹25 lakh unless the account holder provides 
valid income proof and necessary documentation.

Rising Cyber Fraud Concerns
The move comes amid a sharp rise in cyber 

fraud cases in India, driven by increased adoption 
of digital payments. Experts warn that fraudsters 
are increasingly exploiting unsuspecting users 
through phishing links, fake calls, and malicious 
apps.

Recent estimates suggest a steep surge 
in digital fraud cases over the past few years, 
along with a significant rise in financial losses, 
highlighting the urgent need for stronger 
safeguards.
Public Feedback Invited

RBI has invited suggestions and feedback from 
the public on these proposed measures until May 
8, 2026, before finalising the guidelines.
Safer Digital Transactions Ahead

If implemented, these rules are expected to 
create a more secure digital ecosystem, ensuring 
that convenience does not come at the cost of 
safety for millions of users across India.

Disclaimer:
This article is for informational purposes 

only and is based on proposed guidelines by the 
Reserve Bank of India. The rules are subject to 
change after public consultation. Users are advised 
to follow official RBI notifications and consult their 
banks for accurate and updated information.

RBI Proposes New Digital Payment Safety Rules: 

Big Changes Likely for PhonePe 
and Google Pay Users

PUNE, n a major step toward improving 
access to quality education in rural areas, 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
is set to inaugurate the state’s first Zilla Parishad 
(ZP)-run school affiliated with the Central Board 
of Secondary Education in Khanwadi village of 
Purandar taluka on April 11.

Named ‘Jyoti-Savitri’, the institution 
represents a significant shift in the public 
education system by combining the national 
CBSE curriculum with the local Zilla Parishad 
framework. The initiative aims to provide 
students from rural and economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds access to high-
quality, English-medium education aligned with 
national standards.

The project has been developed under a 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) model, 
with major financial support from Fiat India 
Automobiles Pvt Ltd, along with contributions 
from the district planning committee and the 
Pune Zilla Parishad. Spread across a 12-acre 
campus provided by the state government, the 
school features modern facilities such as digital 
classrooms, science and computer laboratories, 

and dedicated spaces for experiential learning. 
A residential hostel is also nearing completion 
and is expected to be operational from the next 
academic year.

The school has already started functioning 
with classes from kindergarten to Class 2, 
enrolling around 260 students. Over time, it 
plans to expand up to Class 12 and accommodate 
nearly 2,000 students. From the upcoming 
academic year, a residential facility will be 
introduced starting from Class 6, initially with 
limited intake.

Students will receive free education along 
with meals, uniforms, and other essential 

support, making the initiative especially 
beneficial for underprivileged families.

The academic and operational framework is 
being supported by Crystal House India, while 
administrative control will remain with the 
Zilla Parishad. A dedicated monitoring system 
involving experts has also been established to 
ensure quality standards.

According to Zilla Parishad CEO Gajanan Patil, 
the campus includes 24 classrooms, advanced 
laboratories, digital learning tools, a library, 
and sports facilities. Additional support such 
as breakfast, lunch, uniforms, and transport 
will also be provided. He added that the hostel 
facility is in its final stages of construction.

Officials say the initiative draws inspiration 
from social reformers like Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule and Savitribai Phule, aiming to promote 
inclusive and equitable education. With senior 
leaders expected at the inaugural ceremony, 
the school is being viewed as a pilot project 
that could transform rural education in 
Maharashtra by bridging the gap between 
government schooling and national-level 
academic standards.

Maharashtra Govt To Launch First 
ZP-Run CBSE School In Khanwadi

Pune : A tragic road 
accident in the Raikar 
Mala area near Sinhagad 
Road in Dhayari claimed 
the life of a 27-year-old 
woman on Wednesday 
afternoon.

According to officials, 
the victim was walking 

along the roadside when 
she was struck by a 
speeding car, leaving her 
critically injured.

She was immediately 
rushed to a nearby 
hospital, where she 
later succumbed to her 
injuries during treatment.

The incident has 
once again highlighted 
growing concerns over 
reckless driving and 
pedestrian safety in the 
city.

Authorities are 
expected to investigate 
the case further.

P U N E ,  T h e  P u n e 
Municipal Corporation 
(PMC) has suspended two 
engineers from its Sewerage 
Maintenance and Repair 
Department following a 
serious environmental lapse 
that led to pollution in the 
Pashan Lake area.

According to official 
orders issued by the 
Municipal Commissioner’s 
Office, the action was taken 
after a site inspection 
on April 10 revealed that 
the Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) in the Pashan 
Lake vicinity was non-
operational. As a result, 
untreated sewage was 
directly discharged into 
the lake.

The discharge of 
untreated wastewater 
caused severe foul odor in 
the surrounding area and 
led to contamination of the 
lake water. Authorities also 
reported a large number of 
dead fish found floating in 
the lake, highlighting the 
gravity of the situation.

Terming the incident as 
“extremely serious,” the civic 

administration has initiated 
departmental inquiries 
under the provisions of 
the Maharashtra Municipal 
Corporation Act, Section 
56(2)(f). Both officials 
have been placed under 
immediate suspension 
pending investigation.

As per the suspension 
orders, the officials must 
strictly adhere to service 
conduct rules during the 
suspension period. The 
department has been 
directed to expedite the 
inquiry process. They will 

be entitled to subsistence 
allowance as per rules, 
and the suspension will be 
recorded in their service 
books. Additionally, they 
are not permitted to leave 
municipal limits without 
prior approval from the 
competent authority.

The incident has once 
again raised concerns 
o v e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u re 
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d 
environmental monitoring 
in Pune, particularly around 
ecologically sensitive areas 
like Pashan Lake.

Pune Civic Body Suspends Two 
Engineers After STP Failure Pollutes 
Pashan Lake, Triggers Fish Deaths

Pune, Residents from 
NIBM, Undri, and surrounding 
areas staged a protest near 
Bizzbay Mall on Saturday 
evening, opposing the proposed 
Development Plan (DP) road 
connecting NIBM Road to 
Kondhwa Road, citing major 
safety concerns.

T h e  d e m o n s t ra t i o n , 
held at around 5:30 PM, saw 
participation from several 
housing societies and local 
citizens who raised objections 
to the road’s design and 
alignment. Protesters warned 
that the planned merging point 
near Bizzbay Mall could become 
a traffic bottleneck, increasing 
congestion and raising the 
likelihood of accidents.

Residents  expressed 
particular concern over the 

steep gradient of the proposed 
stretch. According to a road 
safety assessment conducted 
by Global Traffic Solutions, the 
375-metre section has gradients 
ranging between 10.6% and 
13.7%, significantly higher than 
the 4% limit recommended by 
the Indian Roads Congress. Such 
steep slopes, they said, could 
lead to brake failures, especially 
in heavy vehicles like tankers and 
construction trucks.

Locals also pointed to 
multiple safety hazards, 
including blind spots, poor 
visibility, and uneven road 
surfaces. They fear that vehicles 
descending from the elevated 
section may lose control at the 
junction, posing a serious threat 
to motorists and pedestrians.

The area already witnesses 

heavy traffic, with over 63,000 
vehicles passing through the 
nearby intersection daily. 
Between 2022 and 2024, at 
least 13 accidents, including four 
fatalities, have been reported in 
the vicinity, further intensifying 
concerns. Residents also 
highlighted the poor condition 
of existing roads in the area, 
including potholes and debris, 
arguing that adding another 
risky stretch could worsen 
commuting conditions.

Officials from the Pune 
Municipal Corporation have 
stated that the concerns will be 
reviewed. Meanwhile, residents 
have demanded a redesign of the 
project and urged authorities to 
consider safer alternative routes 
that prioritise commuter safety 
over rapid execution.

Pune: Residents Protest NIBM–Kondhwa 
DP Road Plan, Cite Serious Safety Risks

PUNE : A fresh accident involving a two-wheeler and a 
heavy vehicle has been reported near Lavanya hotel – KP 
Stellar society in Mohammadwadi, intensifying concerns 
over road safety in the area.

This marks the third such incident within a week. Earlier, 
two fatal accidents involving water tankers occurred on 
NIBM Road and in Wanowrie, where bikers lost their lives 
after being hit by heavy vehicles.

Local residents have expressed growing alarm over 
the frequent movement of water tankers and trucks 
through residential zones, alleging that repeated warnings 
to authorities have gone unaddressed. They claim that 
unchecked heavy vehicle traffic, especially during peak 
and late hours, has made the roads increasingly unsafe 
for commuters.

Following the latest incident, residents have renewed 
their demand for immediate intervention, including stricter 
traffic regulation, speed control measures, and rigorous 
checks on heavy vehicles operating in the area.

Citizens have urged authorities to take swift action to 
prevent further accidents, warning that continued inaction 
could lead to more serious consequences.

Third Consecutive Accident 
Involving Heavy Vehicle And Bike In 
Mohammadwadi Raises Concern

MUMBAI : Asha Bhosle, 
one of the most iconic voices 
in Indian music, passed away 
at the age of 92 in Mumbai. 
She had been admitted to 
Breach Candy Hospital on 
Saturday after suffering 
from cardiac and respiratory 
issues.

According to sources, 
the veteran singer had 
been unwell for the past few 
months and was brought 
to the hospital in critical 
condition. She was shifted 
to the ICU on Saturday night. 
Her son Anand confirmed 
her passing on Sunday 
afternoon. The last rites 
are scheduled to take place 

tomorrow.
Asha Bhosle leaves 

behind an unmatched 
legacy in Indian cinema. 
Born in 1933 into the 
renowned Mangeshkar 
family, she began her 
singing career at just 9 
years old. She recorded her 
first film song in 1943 and 
rose to prominence in the 
1950s, eventually becoming 
one of the most sought-

after playback singers in 
Bollywood.

Over the decades, she 
showcased remarkable 
versatility. Though initially 
known for cabaret-style 
songs, she later proved her 
depth with soulful ghazals, 
especially in films like 
Umrao Jaan. Her illustrious 
career earned her multiple 
honours, including seven 
Filmfare Awards for Best 
Female Playback Singer 
and two National Awards 
for songs like “Dil Cheez 
Kya Hai” and “Mera Kuch 
Saamaan.” Her contribution 
to Indian music remains 
timeless and unforgettable.

Pune : The Pimpri-Chinchwad Police 
Commissionerate has announced major 
traffic diversions on the occasion of Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar Jayanti, as multiple 
processions are set to take place across 
Rahatani.

According to officials, around 14 
processions will be organised from Rahatani 
to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Statue 
Chowk (Rahatani village) between 5:00 PM 
and 10:00 PM. Due to the expected large 
gatherings along the procession routes, 
traffic movement will be restricted and 
diverted to ensure safety and smooth flow.

The order has been issued by Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Traffic), Vivek Patil, 
under provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act.

Movement of all vehicles will be 
prohibited between Rahatani Phata Chowk 
and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Statue 
Chowk (Rahatani village).

Heavy and large vehicles will not be 
allowed from Kunal Hotel to Nakhate Vasti 
Chowk.

No entry for vehicles from Mahadev 
Mandir/Pimple Saudagar Police Chowki 
towards Rahatani Phata.

Traffic will also be restricted from the 
T-point near Jeevanjyoti Hospital towards 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Chowk.
Alternative Routes:
Vehicles from Rahatani Phata towards 

Rahatani village should use the Kalewadi 
Phata route.

Traffic from Kunal Hotel and nearby areas 
should also be diverted via Kalewadi Phata.

Vehicles from Mahadev Mandir/Pimple 
Saudagar Police Chowki should take the P.K. 
Chowk route.

Commuters near Jeevanjyoti Hospital 
should use the P.K. Chowk route for onward 
travel.

The restrictions will be in effect from 4:00 
PM to 10:00 PM, or until traffic conditions 
normalize. Emergency service vehicles will 
be exempted from these restrictions.

Authorities have urged citizens to 
cooperate and use the designated alternative 
routes to avoid inconvenience.

Pune Traffic Alert: Major Diversions in Pimpri-
Chinchwad for Ambedkar Jayanti Processions

Legendary Singer Asha 
Bhosle Dies at 92 After Health 
Complications in Mumbai

27-Year-Old Woman Killed in Road 
Accident Near Sinhagad Road
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