
 Saturday, 30 May 2026  Pune  8 Pages, DISSENT CANNOT BE DELETED

Volume 1, Issue 193 | Daily Democracy Now | Published From Pune | PRGI Registration No. : MHENG/25/A2506 | Follow Us : Youtube,  FaceBook,  Instagram,  Xx.com / @democracynowofficial, epaper.democracynow.in 

 Rs 2  www.democracynow.in

Pune, May 29 : 
Panic and outrage 

spread across Pune and 
neighbouring Pimpri-

Chinchwad after nearly 
14 people died allegedly 

due to consumption 
of toxic liquor mixed 

with methanol. Police 
have arrested the 

main accused, Yogesh 
Wankhede, along with 
eight others, including 

liquor den owner Colonel 
Singh Virk.

Yogesh Wankhede is 
suspected to have supplied 
industrial spirit allegedly 
used in the manufacture of 
the illicit liquor. Authorities 
said the incident falls under 
the jurisdiction of the 
Hadapsar and Kalepadal 
police stations.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigations suggest 
that the country liquor was 
allegedly manufactured at 
Fugewadi in neighbouring 
Pimpri-Chinchwad using 
chemically contaminated 
spirit and later distributed in 
Hadapsar and nearby areas.

Officials said the victims 
complained of severe 
stomach pain and vomiting 
after consuming the liquor. 
They were admitted to 

hospitals but died during 
treatment.

Some of the deceased 
have been identified as 
Rahul Sharad Kshirsagar 
(45), Vijay Bhu Kurlal Sharma 
(45), Arun Dadar and Ashok 
Ramesh Chavan.

Police said one more 
victim was among those 
who died, while complete 
identification details were 
being verified.

Police have sent the 

bodies for post-mortem 
examination.

Further investigation is 
under way.

Authorities are also 
investigating whether 
more people consumed the 
suspected contaminated 
liquor and whether a wider 
illegal liquor supply network 
was involved.

Following the incident, 
the State Excise Department 
has launched raids at various 
locations to curb the illicit 
liquor trade.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis today condemned 
those responsible for 
the deaths of nearly 14 
people after they allegedly 
consumed poisonous liquor 
in Pune.

“I have spoken to the 

Pimpri-Chinchwad Police 
Commissioner. The police 
have already found out 
where this liquor was 
manufactured. The accused 
in this case have been 
arrested. There may be 
some more people. The 
police is trying to find them. 
Efforts are being made to 
save those who are in the 
hospital,” Fadnavis said while 
speaking to media persons 
in Mumbai here.

“The incident is very 
serious. Eight people have 
been arrested and some 
more may be arrested. 
The entire chain of events 
will be traced and strict 
action will be taken. This is 
a kind of murder. Very strict 
provisions of the law have 
been imposed against the 
accused,” Fadnavis added.

Nearly 14 people die after consuming 
suspected toxic liquor in Pune MUMBAI, Maharashtra 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis today condemned 
those responsible for the 
deaths of 13 people after 
they allegedly consumed 
poisonous liquor in Pune.

A total of 13 people, 
including 8 people from 
Phugewadi in Pimpri-
Chinchwad city and 5 
others from Kalepadal area 
in Hadapsar area, died after 
consuming poisonous liquor, 
believed to be laced with 
spirit. Some of the other 
victims are undergoing 
treatment.

"I have spoken to the 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Police 
Commissioner. The police 
have already found out 
where this liquor was 
manufactured. The accused 
in this case have been 
arrested. There may be 
some more people. The 
police is trying to find them. 
Efforts are being made to 
save those who are in the 

hospital," Fadnavis said while 
speaking to media persons 
here. "The incident is very 
serious. Eight people have 
been arrested and some 
more may be arrested. 
The entire chain of events 
will be traced and strict 
action will be taken. This is 
a kind of murder. Very strict 
provisions of the law have 
been imposed against the 
accused," Fadnavis said.

Meanwhile, a certain 
Yogesh Wankhede has been 
arrested allegedly supplying 
liquor containing spirit, 
while another accused called 
Karnal Singh Virkha, is likely 
to be arrested soon.However, 
earlier today, Sharad Pawar-
led NCP MLA Rohit Pawar 
met the survivors of the 
incident. Later, Rohit Pawar 

reached the shop where the 
poisonous liquor was sold 
and allegedly personally 
vandalised its counter, while 
his party workers practically 
destroyed the rest of the 
liquor shop.After this, he 
strongly criticized the BJP. 
"Under BJP rule, bulldozers 
are used on the basis 
of religion. So why have 
bulldozers not been used in 
such a liquor shop? When 
the system does not work, 
and when the police and 
the administration is weak, 
we want to give a message 
to the people. Sometimes, 
we are compelled to take 
some things into our own 
hands. Minor girls are being 
subjected to atrocities and 
women are being subjected 
to atrocities. Even in the 
case of Ajit Dada Pawar's 
air crash, the system never 
helped," Rohit Pawar said. 
"Poor people die after 
drinking poisonous alcohol, 
but the system does nothing. 

 Fadnavis calls liquor deaths 'murder' as 
Rohit Pawar slams BJP, vandalises shop

PUNE, - The Maharashtra 
unit of Congress today 
strongly criticised the BJP-
led state government over 
the toxic liquor tragedy in 
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad, 
calling it a "major failure 
of the Home Department 
headed by Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis".

At least 14 people 
reportedly died after 
consuming chemically-
contaminated country liquor 
in Fugewadi area of Pimpri-
Chinchwad and Hadapsar in 
Pune.

S t a t e  C o n g r e s s 
spokesperson Gopaldada 
Tiwari visited the families of 
the deceased and expressed 
his condolences.

He alleged that the state 

government has become 
insensitive and inactive, 
resulting in criminals 
operating without fear. 
According to him, various 
forms of crimes have 
increased significantly 
across the state, while the 
state government continues 
to ignore the worsening law 
and order situation in the 
state.

He said poor and 

common cit izens are 
becoming victims of this 
growing criminal activity.

Tiwari demanded a 
thorough investigation into 
the toxic liquor death case 
and urged the police to trace 
the entire network behind 
illegal liquor trade. He also 
called for stern punishment 
to those responsible for the 
deaths.

Warning of public 
protests, Tiwari said the 
Congress party would be 
forced to take to the streets 
if strong action is not taken 
to ensure public safety.

He further demanded 
t h e  go v e r n m e n t  t o 
strengthen law enforcement 
and create fear of law among 
criminals across the state.

Congress slams Maha govt over 
Pune toxic liquor tragedy

MUMBAI,  An all-night marathon 
meeting was held in Delhi on 
Wednesday by top leaders of the 
ruling Mahayuti parties including 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, 
Deputy CM Eknath Shinde and 
Deputy CM Sunetra Pawar to 
arrive at a seat-sharing formula to 
contest the forthcoming Legislative 
Council (Vidhan Parishad) election 
in Maharashtra, sources informed 
on Thursday.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
and BJP National President Nitin 
Nabin held consecutive meetings 
of the leaders of the Mahayuti.

BJP state president Ravindra 
Chavan handed over a list of 48 
possible names to party president 
Nitin Nabin.

After that, a very important 
personal meeting was held between 
Chief Minister Fadnavis and Nitin 
Nabin late at night.

According to sources, although 
the seat-sharing formula has more 
or less been finalised after the 

all-night marathon meeting on 
Wednesday, sources informed that a 
dispute about two seats still remains 
unresolved.

Sources have confirmed that a 
“11-4-2” formula has almost been 
finalized by the ruling Mahayuti 
parties after the Delhi meeting.

According to this “11-4-2” formula, 
there is a strong possibility that BJP 
will contest 11 seats and the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena will contest 
four seats, while the Sunetra Ajit 
Pawar-led NCP will contest two seats.

According to sources, the 
Mahayuti leaders have also finalised 
the names of candidates who will 
contest the forthcoming Legislative 
Council election.

The BJP has strongly insisted 
on contesting from both Nashik 
and Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar 
seats and BJP leaders based in 
Maharashtra have exerted a lot of 
political pressure at the senior level 
to ensure this.

Meanwhile, the Raigad and Pune 
seats are likely to go to the Sunetra 
Ajit Pawar-led NCP, even as it is more 
or less clear that the Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena will contest from the 
Parbhani seat.

After completing the meetings, 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
met Prime Minister Modi and will 
remain in Delhi, since he is expected 
to discuss relief measures for onion 
farmers with union Minister Amit 
Shah, sources said.

However, Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde spoke to media 
persons before he left for Nanded 
on Thursday afternoon.

Shortly after meeting union 
Home Minister Amit Shah and 
union Jal Shakti Minister C R Patil 

on Thursday afternoon, Deputy CM 
Eknath Shinde told media persons, 
“The opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) will contest 17 seats for the 
Legislative Council election, but I 
don't think it will win even a single 
seat. The Mahayuti will contest 17 
seats and we will win all the seats”.

When asked about differences 
when it comes to seat sharing within 
the ruling Mahayuti alliance, Shinde 
said, “There are no differences in the 
Mahayuti. Seat sharing to contest 
the Legislative Council election will 
be done with dignity”.

When asked about talks with the 
central government, Shinde said, “I 
did not come to Delhi for a political 
meeting. I came for the development 
work of the state. We have been in 
Delhi for two days. It is our duty to 
present our position to the Centre 
regarding important schemes for 
the state, as well as issues related 
to onion and sugarcane growers in 
Maharashtra or the pending projects 
of the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Maha Legislative Council poll seat-sharing formula discussed in Delhi

KOLHAPUR, - In another major 
action in the online betting case 
in Ichalkaranji, the police have 
arrested seven persons including 
the 'Mastermind', Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) corporator of Ichalkaranji 
Municipal Corporation (IMC) Nitesh 
alias Gotya Pawar, for the online IPL 
cricket betting.

The police have expressed suspicion 
that Pawar, who is a corporator of 
ward number 12, is an important 
'mastermind' in this betting racket.

Nitesh Pawar is considered a close 
aide of MLA Rahul Awade, and his arrest 
has created a stir in the city's political 
circles.

Police investigations are revealing 
the names of some other political 
figures involved in the betting racket, 
and the Special Investigation Team is 

also keeping an eye on them.
Meanwhile, Shivaji Nagar police of 

the Ichalkaranji city, have conducted 
a thorough investigation into Nitesh 
Pawar's financial transactions, including 
mobile data, bank account information, 
and his role in the betting network.

Six people were arrested in a 
crackdown on online betting on 
the ongoing 'IPL' cricket match at a 
footwear warehouse in the Industrial 
Estate area of Ichalkaranji city.

In this operation, a total of Rs 

58,90,230 worth of valuables were 
seized, which includes expensive 
mobile phones, laptops, cash, and 
three luxurious four-wheelers, informed 
Additional Superintendent of Police 
Annasaheb Jadhav.

Police identified others as Amey 
Vilas Badve (32), the owner of the 
'betting' racket, his brother Abhijit (30, 
both of Priyadarshini Colony), Ganesh 
Prakash Patil ( 27, resident of Liker 
Talkies, Murdunde Mala Street No. 3), 
Uttam Singh Pratap Singh Bagga 38, 
resident of Ganeshnagar Street No. 4), 
Yakub Abdul Mujawar (47, resident of 
Magdum Dargah, Gavbhag), Rishabh 
Umesh Patil (26, resident of Mirchi 
Katta, Jawaharnagar).

Arrested persons were produced 
in the court and the court sentenced 
them to four days' police custidy.

BJP corporator along with six others 
arrested for online IPL betting

MUMBAI - The fuel crisis has arisen 
because Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
criminally neglected the economy 
while misleading people with the 
promise of Atmanirbharta, alleged 
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress 
Committee President Harshvardhan 
Sapkal here on Thursday.

Due to the absence of any concrete 
policy, the prices of petrol, diesel, CNG, 
and LPG gas have increased sharply. 
Even when it was evident that a fuel 
shortage was imminent, Narendra 
Modi remained busy campaigning for 
elections in five states, and the people 
of the country are now paying a heavy 
price for it, he remarked speaking to 
the media at Tilak Bhavan.

Sapkal further said that ever 
since coming to power in 2014, the 
Modi government has continuously 
increased fuel prices. Government-

owned oil companies, as well as 
private oil companies like Reliance 
and Nayara, have earned enormous 
profits through these hikes. "Had the 
Modi government created a reserve 
fund for oil procurement, this situation 
could have been avoided, but instead it 
prioritised corporate interests, which 
amounts to major corruption," he 
contended.

On the onion issue, nearly half 
of Maharashtra’s cabinet met union 
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah 
in Delhi, but Maharashtra received 

nothing substantial from the meeting. 
The government is talking about 
procuring onions at rupees 1,500 per 
quintal, but farmers are demanding a 
price of rupees 3,000 per quintal, along 
with procurement through NAFED, and 
that the entire onion stock of farmers 
should be purchased.

Sapkal recalled that Narendra 
Modi had visited Nashik in 2014 and 
promised farmers that he had “eaten 
onions” and would never betray them, 
assuring them of rupees 2,400 per 
quintal if voted to power. Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis had echoed similar 
promises at the time, but now they are 
only talking about rupees 1,500 per 
quintal, which amounts to cheating 
farmers. Harshvardhan Sapkal warned 
that if the government does not accept 
the farmers’ demands, Congress will 
launch fresh protests.

Rise in fuel price and shortage of petrol and diesel 
are the sins of the Modi govt : Mah Congress Chief

PUNE, 29 - Maharashtra has 
reported several heatstroke-
related illnesses and deaths 
this summer as intense heat 
conditions continue to affect 
different parts of the state. 
According to health department 
data, a total of 17 deaths linked 
to heat-related complications 
have been recorded so far. Out 
of these, five deaths have been 
officially confirmed as caused by 
heatstroke, while 12 others are 
still under investigation.

The highest number 
of heat-related cases was 
reported from Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar. Other badly 
affected districts include 
Nandurbar with 26 cases, Nashik 
with 20, Gadchiroli with 19, and 
Wardha and Buldhana with 18 
cases each.

Among the suspected 

d e a t h s ,  C h h a t r a p a t i 
Sambhajinagar, Akola, Latur, 
and Jalgaon reported two cases 
each, while Yavatmal, Solapur, 
Nagpur, and Gadchiroli recorded 
one suspected death each. 
Confirmed heatstroke deaths 
were reported from Akola, Latur, 
Gadchiroli, and Jalgaon.

Health officials have advised 
citizens to remain cautious 
during extreme weather 

conditions. Dr Sandeep Sangale, 
Joint Director of Health Services, 
Maharashtra, said people 
suffering from heatstroke 
should immediately be moved 
to a cool and airy place. He 
recommended reducing body 
temperature with water and 
fans, while warning against the 
use of ice packs or immersing 
infants in cold water, as it may 
cause hypothermia.

Doctors explained that 
prolonged exposure to extreme 
heat can lead to dehydration, 
dizziness, fatigue, headaches, 
and in severe cases, life-
threatening heatstroke. Senior 
citizens, children, and outdoor 
workers are considered the 
most vulnerable.

Medical experts also noted 
that recent rainfall and falling 
temperatures have brought 
some relief from heat-related 
illnesses. However, sudden 
weather changes have now 
triggered a rise in seasonal 
infections.

Health experts have 
urged citizens to take proper 
precautions during the 
changing weather conditions 
and remain alert to both heat-
related illnesses and seasonal 
infections.

Maharashtra Reports 17 Heatstroke Deaths 
And Over 300 Cases Between March And May

MUMBAI,  1Point1 Solutions, a provider of AI-driven business 
process management (BPM) and customer experience solutions, 
posted a rise in net profit at Rs 10.27 crore during the March 
quarter.

The company had posted a profit of Rs 8.74 crore in the 
year-ago period, 1Point1 Solutions Ltd said in a statement.

The company reported strong momentum during the 
quarter, with revenue rising to Rs 99.7 crore, *reflecting a 35.5 
per cent year-on-year increase.

The company also launched ResolX, its AI-first resolution 
brand designed to transform enterprise customer experience 
through Resolution as a Service (RaaS), it said. During the 
quarter, 1Point1 completed the USD 33.37-million acquisition 
of Netcom Business Contact Centre S.A., establishing a direct 
operational footprint in Central and Latin America.

Akshay Chhabra, Chairman and Managing Director, 1Point1 
Solutions, said, “We are closing the year with another strong 
quarter, reflecting the discipline of our execution and the 
clarity of our long-term strategic vision... ResolX has already 
been successfully deployed for one of Netcom’s banking 
clients in Latin America, marking a strategic milestone in both 
1Point1’s expansion into the LATAM region." Founded in 2008, 
1Point1 Solutions Limited is an India-headquartered customer 
experience and business process management company.

1Point1 Solutions posts 
Rs 10.27 cr profit in Q4

KOLHAPUR, - The Kolhapur circuit bench of Bombay High 
Court has consistently permitted Qurbani (animal sacrifice) 
during Bakri-Eid and Urs celebrations at the Hajrat Peer Malik 
Rehan Mira Saheb Dargah at the historic Vishalgad Fort in 
Shahuwadi tehsil of Kolhapur district from May 28 to June 2. 
The court struck down administrative bans on the practice, 
but imposed strict conditions.

On a petition of Durga Trust, the court directed that 
the sacrifice of animals or birds is restricted to enclosed, 
private premises.

The activity is mandated to take place at Gate No. 19 
which is privately owned, to prevent slaughtering in open 
or public spaces. The ruling extends to the Dargah Trust as 
well as to devotees participating in the observances.

The Archaeology Department and district administration 
previously attempted to prohibit animal slaughter on the 
grounds that Vishalgad is a "protected monument".

The Dargah Trust petitioned the Circuit Bench and High 
Court, which ruled that a complete ban would disrupt the 
daily lives of families residing on the fort premises.

The court has historically directed authorities to 
ensure traditional observances can continue safely while 
maintaining law and order in the region.Different Hindutva 
vadi organizations had demanded a ban on 'Qurbani' in the 
historic Vishalgad Fort during the Bakari Id and Urs.

Kolhapur circuit bench of 
Bombay HC gives conditional 
permission for 'qurbani' at 
Vishalgad Fort
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PUNE,   A  female 
employee from Pune 
Municipal Corporation 
(PMC) who was conducting 
the census survey work was 
allegedly subjected to verbal 
abuse by local residents in 
Pune’s Mukundnagar area. 

The PMC Employees’ 
Union has also claimed 
that the employee’s son 
was also assaulted after he 
questioned the resident’s 
behaviour. 

This incident occurred in 
Meenatai Thackeray Vasahat 
under the jurisdiction of 
the Bibwewadi ward office. 
The residents allegedly 
misbehaved with her and 
used abusive language while 
employee was carrying out 
her census-related duties. 

The union claims that 
the son was subsequently 
a s s a u l t e d  b y  l o c a l 
individuals when he sought 
an explanation from them. 

Expressing serious 

concern over the incident, 
the PMC Employees’ Union 
stated that civic employees 
are increasingly facing 
hostility while performing 
government duties. The 
union warned that it may 
withdraw from census-
related work if strict action 
is not taken against the 
accused.

Union president Bajrang 
Pokharkar demanded 
immediate registration of 
a police case and swift legal 
action. He said that failure 
to act could force the union 

to launch an agitation and 
boycott census operations.

The union has further 
urged the administration to 
ensure adequate protection 
for field staff, stressing that 
government employees 
should be able to perform 
their  responsibi l i t ies 
without fear of harassment 
or violence. The incident has 
once again raised concerns 
about the safety and 
security of frontline civic 
workers involved in public 
service and data collection 
exercises across the city.

Pune Census Survey Worker Allegedly 
Abused, Son Assaulted; PMC 
Employees’ Union Warns of Boycott

PUNE, An ancient temple 
believed to be linked to the 
Mahabharat era has once 
again emerged from the 
waters of Bhatghar Dam in 
Pune district after the dam’s 
water level dropped to just 6 
per cent.

T h e  h i s t o r i c 
Kambareshwar Temple, 
known for its old stone 
structure and underwater 
Shivling, attracts hundreds of 
visitors, devotees, and history 
lovers every year during this 
short period.

For almost 10 months 
every year, the temple remains 
completely underwater. It 
becomes visible only during 
the last days of May when the 

water level in the dam goes 
down before the monsoon 
begins.

Inside the temple, 
the sanctum area always 
remains filled with knee-
deep water. The temple has 
a self-manifested Shivling, 
an idol of Goddess Parvati, 

and Nandi Maharaj seated 
in front. Devotees touch the 
water and seek blessings from 
Lord Shiva.

The temple’s strong 
a n c i e n t  a rc h i t e c t u re 
continues to amaze visitors. 
Its upper structure is made 
using limestone, sand, and 

baked bricks, while the walls 
are built from huge carved 
stones. Ancient Veergals and 
old stone carvings can also be 
seen near the temple.

Even after  staying 
underwater for decades, most 
parts of the temple remain 
strong. Though some damage 
has happened due to water 
pressure, the main structure 
and foundation are still intact.

Locals say this rare sight 
can only be seen for a few 
days before the arrival of 
monsoon. Once the rains 
begin and the Bhatghar 
Dam fills up again, the 
Kambareshwar Temple will 
disappear underwater for the 
next several months.

PUNE 29 - The Maharashtra government has 
taken an important decision to introduce property 
cards in urban areas where city surveys have not 
yet been completed. As part of this move, the 
traditional 7/12 extracts used in many newly added 
city areas will soon be discontinued.

The decision applies to villages recently 
merged into municipal corporation and municipal 
council limits, as well as urban areas where city 
survey work is still pending.

According to the government, many cities in 
Maharashtra have expanded over the years, with 
several nearby villages becoming part of municipal 
limits. However, land records in these areas are 
still maintained using survey or gat numbers 
under the old 7/12 system, creating problems 
during property transactions, loan applications 
and ownership verification.

To solve these issues, the state has approved 
detailed city surveys and the issuance of property 
cards that clearly mention ownership rights.

The decision has been taken under the 
Maharashtra Land Revenue Act, 1966. The 
government has instructed municipal corporations 
and municipalities to submit proposals for city 
survey work to the District Superintendent of 

Land Records.
Funds required for the survey and 

measurement work will be provided through 
district annual funds or urban development 
schemes. The local bodies will deposit the required 
amount with the land records department to 
speed up the process.

The government has also clarified rules 
regarding government-owned land during the 
new survey process. In cases where government 
land has been encroached upon, district collectors 
will first take action as per existing rules before 
property cards are issued. For government lands 
without encroachment, the property cards will 
directly carry the name of the Maharashtra 
government. The government resolution 
regarding the decision has been issued by Revenue 
Department Joint Secretary Sanjay Bankar.

Maharashtra To Replace 7/12 Extracts In Municipal 
Areas With Property Cards For Urban Land Records

Historic Kambareswar Temple Visible Again 
After Drop In Bhatghar Dam Water Level

PUNE: Parents in Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad 
are set to face higher school transportation costs 
from June 1, as school bus operators have announced 
a fee hike of 15 to 20 per cent.

The decision was taken during a meeting of 
the school transport wing of the Pune and Pimpri-
Chinchwad Bus Association held on Thursday in 
Pune.

According to the association, the increase in 

petrol and diesel prices over the past year has 
made it difficult for transport operators to manage 
expenses. They also pointed out that the costs of 
tyres, batteries, spare parts and AdBlue used in 
Euro-6 buses have gone up significantly.

Bus operators said the revised charges are 
expected to increase monthly fees by around ₹300 
to ₹500 per student.

“We are not increasing fares to earn extra 

profit. The hike is necessary to manage the rising 
operational costs. Diesel prices alone have increased 
by nearly ₹10 per litre,” said Rajan Junawane, 
president of the Pune Bus and Car Owners 
Association.

The fee hike comes just before the start of 
the new academic year. State board schools are 
scheduled to reopen from June 15, while several 
private and other board schools will begin earlier.

School Bus Fees May Rise By 15–20% From June 1; Parents Could Pay ₹300–₹500 More Per Month

PUNE,  The Pune Railway 
Division has completed the 
doubling work on the Daund-
Manmad railway route. This 
project is significant for 
both passenger and freight 
train operations, which is 
approximately 236 kilometres 
and is expected to reduce 
travel time by 12 to 15 minutes 
for more than 30 passenger 
trains running on the route 
every day. It will also eliminate 
crossings for around 8 to 10 
trains, thereby improving 
operational efficiency and 
increasing the route’s carrying 
capacity.

The Visapur–Ranjangaon–
Sarola section of the route 
has now been fully doubled. 
However, the line has not 
yet been opened for regular 
rail traffic. On May 30, the 
Commissioner of Railway 
Safety (CRS) will conduct a 
detailed inspection of the 
newly completed section. 

Fol lowing speed trials 
and safety assessments, 
the CRS is expected to 
approve operations. Once 
the certification is issued, 
passenger and freight trains 
will begin running on the 
upgraded track.

The Daund–Manmad 
route is considered one of 
the most important railway 
corridors in Maharashtra, as 
it serves trains travelling from 
Pune towards northern and 
central India. The doubling 
project had been underway 

for several years and has now 
reached completion.

Major  Benefits  for 
Passengers – 

Until now, the route 
operated largely as a single 
line in several stretches, 
forcing trains to halt at 
stations or loop lines to allow 
crossings. With the completion 
of the doubling work, trains 
will no longer need to wait 
for crossings, resulting in 
smoother operations and 
reduced delays.

Railway officials estimate 

that the removal of crossing-
related bottlenecks will 
help passenger trains save 
approximately 12 to 15 
minutes on their journeys. The 
improved infrastructure will 
also enable better scheduling 
and increased train frequency 
in the future.

The final inspection 
of the newly constructed 
section will be carried out 
by the Commissioner of 
Railway Safety on Saturday, 
May 30. The route will be 
officially opened for rail 
traffic only after safety 
clearance is granted. Once 
approved, both passenger 
and freight services will be 
able to use the doubled line. 
Railway authorities believe 
the project will not only 
improve punctuality but also 
enhance the overall capacity 
of the corridor, supporting 
the growing demand for rail 
transportation in the region.

Daund–Manmad Railway Route Doubling Completed; Travel 
Time To Reduce By 12–15 Minutes After CRS Approval

PUNE, - The Pune Municipal 
Corporation (PMC) has announced a 
scheduled water supply shutdown in 
several parts of the city on Tuesday, 
June 2, due to maintenance work 
related to the Lashkar Water Supply 
Centre.

According to an official notice 
issued by the PMC Water Supply 
Department, water supply from the 
Thackersey tank under the Lashkar 
water distribution system will remain 
suspended for an entire day in multiple 
localities. Citizens have been requested 
to cooperate with the administration 
and make necessary arrangements in 
advance.

The affected areas include the 
entire Yerawada region, Sangamwadi, 

Gandhinagar, Kalyaninagar, parts of 
Bungalow No. 5 area, government 
residential quarters near Tadiwala 
Road, Jai Jawan Nagar, Ruby Hall area 
in Sangamwadi, Ramnagar, and parts 
of Laxminagar.

PMC officials stated that due to 
the shutdown, residents in these areas 
may face inconvenience throughout 
Tuesday. The civic body has appealed 

to citizens to use water carefully and 
avoid wastage during the disruption 
period.

The administration further 
informed that water supply on 
Wednesday, June 3, may resume 
with low pressure and at a slower 
pace in some localities. Residents 
have therefore been advised to store 
adequate drinking water and plan 
their daily needs accordingly.

The notice has been issued by 
the Assistant Chief Engineer of the 
Lashkar Water Supply Department, 
Pune Municipal Corporation, as part of 
the civic body’s ongoing maintenance 
and infrastructure works aimed at 
improving the city’s water distribution 
system.

 PMC Announces Water Cut In Yerawada, Sangamwadi On June 2

PUNE, Pune’s famous 
khau gallis and roadside food 
stalls may soon stop serving 
customers late into the night, 
as city police have directed 
eateries, food vans, hawkers, 
and outdoor dining setups to 
shut operations after 10 PM.

The decision has been 
taken by Pune Police citing 
growing traffic congestion, 
crowd management problems, 
and law-and-order concerns 
in several busy food hubs 
across the city. According to 
officials, late-night gatherings 
at popular eating spots 
often lead to traffic jams and 
create challenges for police 
personnel in maintaining 
public order.

Police Commissioner 
Amitesh Kumar has reportedly 
instructed authorities to 
strictly implement the new 
timing restrictions. Officials 
reviewed the city’s situation 
over the past few days before 
deciding to regulate late-
night commercial activities 
more strictly. Food stalls, 
hawkers, outdoor dining 
establishments, and food 
vans operating beyond 10 PM 
could now face action from 
authorities.

The move has raised 
concerns among Pune’s large 
student community. As one 
of India’s major educational 
centres, Pune is home to 
thousands of students who 
depend on affordable street 
food for late-night meals. 
Many students attending 
coaching classes or preparing 
for competitive exams till late 
hours rely on roadside stalls 
for quick and budget-friendly 
food options.

Students fear that the 
early shutdown may leave 
them with limited affordable 
dining choices at night. 
Many say eating regularly 
at restaurants is expensive, 
making street food stalls an 

important part of their daily 
routine.

Small food business 
owners are also worried 
about the impact of the 
decision. Vendors claim that 
a major portion of their daily 
earnings comes after 10 PM, 
when students, office-goers, 
and travellers usually visit 
popular food hubs and khau 
gallis across the city.

Several stall owners 
have said the restriction 
could significantly affect 
their income and make it 
difficult to sustain their 
businesses. Vendors also 
pointed out that they 
are already dealing with 
rising operational costs, 

including increasing prices 
of vegetables, cooking oil, 
LPG cylinders, fuel, and other 
essentials.

The decision is also 
being linked to heightened 
security measures ahead 
of upcoming festivals 
and events. Authorities 
have reportedly increased 
monitoring in public places 
and imposed restrictions 
on certain gatherings, 
rallies, and processions as a 
precautionary step.

While police officials 
maintain that the move 
is necessary for smoother 
traffic flow and better law-
and-order management, the 
decision has sparked debate 
among students, residents, 
food lovers, and business 
owners. Many believe the 
restrictions could impact 
Pune’s well-known late-night 
food culture, which has long 
been a part of the city’s 
identity.

As the new rule comes 
into effect, attention will 
now be on how strictly it 
is enforced and whether 
authorities consider any 
relaxation in response to 
public concerns.

Pune Food Vans, Khau Gallis 
Asked To Close By 10 PM
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