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GYIRONG, 
CORRESPONDENT :
 Hundreds of people, 

including many foreign 
tourists, remained missing 
Wednesday night after a 
massive landslide struck a 
border area between China 
and Nepal.

Chinese state media 
reported that the landslide 
struck Nepal at around 9am 
before spilling into Gyirong 
county in Tibet. The disaster 
hit a border checkpoint 
administered by the city of 
Shigatse, with authorities 
reporting "major casualties 
and missing persons".

According to South 
China Morning Post, footage 
circulating online showed the 
landslide sweeping down on 
the checkpoint within seconds 
as people fled the area, before 
mud and debris covered the 
scene.

In Nepal, the Tourism 
Board said 384 tourists and 
travellers were missing, 
including 93 Nepalese 
nationals and 291 foreigners. 
The missing foreigners 
included citizens of India, 
Australia, the US, the UK 
and the Netherlands, while 

Heavy casualties after massive landslide strikes 
border region between China and Nepal

the nationalities of another 
111 people had not yet been 
confirmed.

Chinese  Pres iden t 
Xi Jinping ordered local 
authorities to "spare no effort" 
in searching for and rescuing 
those missing, evacuating 
residents, treating the injured 
and minimising casualties. 
He also called for stronger 
monitoring and early-warning 
systems and measures to 
prevent secondary disasters.

Soldiers and personnel 
from the People's Armed 
Police have been deployed 

to the disaster zone to 
assist with rescue and relief 
operations. Authorities have 
also closed the road leading 
to the Gyirong checkpoint 
for  seven days.China 
Anneng Construction Group, 
a state-owned construction 
and emergency-response 
company, sent 200 rescuers, 
geologists and engineers 
to the site, with another 
100 personnel on standby. 
Rescue teams brought heavy 
machinery and equipment 
including reconnaissance 
drones, 3D laser scanners 

and life detectors, according 
to Xinhua. The landslide has 
also disrupted a strategically 
impor tant  commercia l 
crossing. Gyirong Port is 
Tibet's main foreign-trade 
port and handles most of 
China's trade with Nepal. 
Since two-way passenger 
and freight clearance resumed 
after the pandemic in 2022, 
traffic through the port has 

increased sharply, including 
the export of Chinese electric 
vehicles to Nepal.China's 
embassy in Nepal said it 
had activated its emergency 
response mechanism and 
was checking on Chinese 
citizens and companies in the 
affected area. It also called 
on the Nepalese government 
to carry out full-scale rescue 
operations.

New Delhi, Correspondent 
:  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday conveyed 
his condolences to Nepal Prime 
Minister Balendra Shah over 
the loss of lives in devastating 
flash floods and assured the 
neighbouring country of India's 
full humanitarian support as 
rescue and relief operations 
continued in the disaster-hit 
Himalayan regions.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said India stood 
in solidarity with the people of 
Nepal during the difficult time 
and that teams from the two 
countries were coordinating 
closely to strengthen rescue and 
relief efforts.

"Spoke to Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah and conveyed 
condolences on the loss of lives 
due to the floods in Nepal. The 
people of India stand in solidarity 
with their sisters and brothers in 
Nepal at this difficult time," Modi 
said.

"India is ready to provide 
all possible humanitarian 
assistance to Nepal. Our teams 

are coordinating closely on rescue 
and relief efforts," he added.

The flash floods struck 
northern Nepal on Wednesday, 
u n l e a s h i n g  w i d e s p r e a d 
destruction across mountainous 
border regions. Initial reports 
suggested that the disaster 
may have been triggered by 
a suspected earthquake and a 
massive ice and rock avalanche 
on the Tibetan side of the border, 
sending a powerful surge of 
water, mud and debris through 
Himalayan river valleys and into 
Nepal.

At least 16 to 17 people have 
been confirmed dead, according 

to available official assessments, 
although the number is feared 
to rise as rescue teams reach 
remote and severely affected 
areas. Nearly 400 travellers 
have reportedly gone missing, 
including 291 foreign tourists. 
Among them are at least 105 
Indian nationals and 12 British 
citizens.

The flooding has also left 
41 security personnel, including 
members of the Nepal Police and 
Armed Police Force, unaccounted 
for after a border post was 
overwhelmed by the sudden 
torrent.

The Bhote Koshi River 

reportedly surged dramatically 
at around 9 a.m. local time, 
carrying enormous quantities of 
water, rocks and debris through 
narrow valleys. Settlements in 
Nepal's Rasuwa district, close 
to the Nepal-China border, were 
among the worst affected.

Timure and Syapru Besi 
suffered extensive destruction, 
with reports of multi-storey 
structures collapsing and sections 
of villages being swept away. 
Floodwaters and muddy debris 
also moved further downstream 
into Nuwakot district, where 
several residential areas were 
partially submerged.

Authorities have issued high-
water warnings for areas along 
the Trishuli and Narayani river 
systems, prompting emergency 
evacuations and increased 
monitoring in vulnerable 
locations. The disaster has also 
dealt a significant blow to Nepal's 
power infrastructure, with more 
than 430 MW of electricity supply 
reportedly affected after six major 
hydropower facilities suffered 
structural damage.

The Rasuwagadhi and 

Chilime hydropower projects 
were among the affected facilities. 
The disruption accounts for 
more than 12 per cent of Nepal's 
national hydropower capacity 
and could further complicate 
emergency operations and 
recovery efforts.

Rescue operations have 
been hampered by difficult 
weather conditions and Nepal's 
challenging Himalayan terrain. 
Nepal Prime Minister Balendra 
Shah has reportedly deployed 14 
military and disaster-response 
helicopters, but strong winds and 
dangerous flood conditions have 
prevented aircraft from landing in 
some of the worst-hit areas.

Rescue teams on the ground 
are also facing major difficulties 
because roads, bridges and 
communication infrastructure have 
been damaged or washed away.

The Embassy of India in Nepal 
said it remained closely engaged 
with Nepalese authorities to 
facilitate the rescue and relief of 
Indian nationals affected by the 
floods.

"The Embassy of India has 
remained engaged with the relevant 

authorities of the Government of 
Nepal for early rescue and relief 
for Indian nationals affected by the 
flash floods that took place in Nepal 
today. Rescue and relief efforts 
continue to be strengthened in 
coordination with the Government 
of Nepal," the Embassy said.

It also issued emergency 
helpline numbers for Indian 
nationals affected by the disaster 
and their families seeking 
information: 977 985 131 6807 
and 977 970 910 7500.

India is mobilising emergency 
assistance and coordinating closely 
with Nepalese authorities as the 
scale of the disaster continues 
to emerge. The response reflects 
the close geographical, cultural 
and humanitarian ties between 
India and Nepal, which share an 
open border and have repeatedly 
extended assistance to each other 
during natural disasters.

The disaster has also triggered 
concern in India because 
Himalayan rivers flowing through 
Nepal eventually connect with 
river systems in northern India. 
The Bhote Koshi is linked to 
downstream networks feeding 

into the Gandak and Kosi systems, 
leading authorities in Bihar to 
place vulnerable downstream and 
border districts on heightened alert 
and closely monitor water levels.

Nepal is highly vulnerable to 
natural disasters because of its 
rugged Himalayan geography, 
fragile mountain slopes and 
extensive network of fast-flowing 
rivers. Flash floods, landslides, 
earthquakes and glacial events 
can rapidly trigger humanitarian 
emergencies, particularly in 
remote mountain areas where 
evacuation and rescue operations 
are difficult.

With hundreds of people still 
missing, including Indian citizens 
and other foreign nationals, the 
immediate focus remains on search 
and rescue operations, restoring 
access to isolated communities 
and preventing further casualties. 
As adverse weather and damaged 
infrastructure continue to hinder 
relief efforts, India and Nepal 
are expected to maintain close 
coordination in the coming 
days while authorities work to 
determine the full scale of the 
tragedy.

PM Modi assures Nepal of India's full support after deadly flash floods

New Delhi, Correspondent 
:  Congress general secretary 
in-charge communications 
Jairam Ramesh on Wednesday 
launched a sharp attack on the 
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
accusing him of hypocrisy 
over his reported complaint to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
that the Appellate Tribunal 
for Electricity (APTEL) was 
heavily biased in favour of 
private power companies.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Ramesh said the 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
had “apparently protested 
to the Prime Minister that 
the Appellate Tribunal for 
Electricity (APTEL) is biased 
heavily in favour of private 
power companies.”

Questioning the Chief 
Minister’s stand, the Congress 
leader alleged that the “major 
recipient” of favourable 
A P T E L d e c i s i o n s  i n 
Maharashtra during 2025 and 
2026 had been the “Modani 
conglomerate”, claiming that 
at least four cases had been 
decided in its favour.

“But the Maharashtra Govt 
has itself bent over backwards 
to favour Modani not only in 

power projects but also in real 
estate development projects 
like at Dharavi,” Ramesh said.

He alleged that the 
Maharashtra government’s 
reported concern over the 
functioning of APTEL 
appeared to have surfaced 
only after a decision of the 
tribunal went in favour of 
another private company, JSW.

“The CM’s sudden ire at 
Modani is full of hypocrisy. 
His complaint to the PM seems 
to have been triggered by an 
APTEL decision in favour 
of another private company 
JSW,” Ramesh said.

Ramesh further argued 
that if the Chief Minister 
was genuinely concerned 
about tribunal decisions 
affecting the interests of the 

Maharashtra government 
and electricity consumers, 
he should also question 
ea r l i e r  ru l ings  tha t , 
according to the Congress 
leader, had benefited the 
conglomerate.“If he means 
what he says, the CM should 
be questioning all the earlier 
decisions that have benefited 
Modani at the expense of 
the state government and 
consumers,” he said.

The Congress leader’s 
remarks come amid an 
ongoing political debate 
over the involvement of 
private companies in major 
power, infrastructure and 
urban redevelopment projects 
in Maharashtra, including 
the high-profile Dharavi 
redevelopment project.

Jairam Ramesh targets Maharashtra 
CM over ‘Modani’ favouritism, calls 
APTEL protest hypocritical

New Delhi, Correspondent : Congress 
president and Leader of the Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Wednesday expressed profound grief over 
the devastating flash floods in Nepal and 
urged the Government of India to move 
swiftly to trace and assist more than 100 
Indian nationals reported missing in the 
disaster.

In a post on social media platform X, 
Kharge extended his condolences to the 
families of those who lost their lives and 
said the Indian National Congress stood 
firmly with the people of Nepal as they 
grappled with the humanitarian crisis.

“Deeply shocked and saddened by 
the devastating flash floods in Nepal. 
My heartfelt condolences to those who 
have lost their loved ones. We stand in 
solidarity with the people of Nepal in this 
hour of grief,” Kharge said.

The Congress president said reports 
about a large number of missing Indian 
nationals had added to concerns over the 
scale of the tragedy and called upon the 
Indian government to take immediate and 
effective measures to locate them and 
ensure their safety.

“We are deeply concerned about 
reports of over 100 Indians who remain 
missing. I urge the Government of India 
to take immediate steps to trace them, 
ensure their safety and provide all possible 
assistance to their families,” he said.

Kharge also called for India to extend 
comprehensive humanitarian assistance 
to Nepal, where rescue teams continued 
to battle difficult weather, damaged 
infrastructure and hazardous terrain in 

their efforts to reach stranded and affected 
people.

“India must also extend every possible 
humanitarian assistance to Nepal in this 
difficult hour,” Kharge said, adding that 
the Indian National Congress stood with 
the people of Nepal and prayed for the 
safety of all those affected by the disaster.

The devastating flash floods struck 
northern Nepal on Wednesday, causing 
extensive destruction across mountainous 
border regions. Initial reports suggested 
that the catastrophe may have been 
triggered by a suspected earthquake 
followed by a massive ice and rock 
avalanche on the Tibetan side of the 
border, unleashing a powerful surge 
of water, mud and debris into Nepal's 
Himalayan river valleys.

At least 16 to 17 deaths have been 
confirmed, according to available official 
assessments, though the toll is feared to 
rise as rescuers reach remote and badly 
devastated areas. Nearly 400 travellers 
have reportedly gone missing, including 
291 foreign tourists. At least 105 Indian 
nationals and 12 British citizens are 
among those reported missing.

The disaster has also affected 
security personnel deployed in the 

border region. As many as 41 personnel, 
including members of the Nepal Police 
and the Armed Police Force, remained 
unaccounted for after a border post was 
inundated by the sudden floodwaters.

The Bhote Koshi River reportedly 
experienced a massive surge at around 
9 a.m. local time, carrying water, 
rocks, mud and debris through narrow 
Himalayan valleys with destructive force. 
Settlements in Nepal's Rasuwa district 
near the Nepal-China border were among 
the worst affected.

Timure and Syapru Besi suffered 
severe damage, with reports of multi-
storey buildings collapsing and parts of 
villages being swept away. Floodwaters 
and debris also travelled downstream 
into Nuwakot district, where several 
residential areas were partially 
submerged.

Authorities have issued high-water 
warnings for areas along the Trishuli 
and Narayani river systems, triggering 
emergency evacuations and intensified 
monitoring of vulnerable settlements. 
The floods have also caused serious 
damage to Nepal's power infrastructure, 
with more than 430 MW of electricity 
supply reportedly affected after six major 
hydropower facilities suffered structural 
damage.

The Rasuwagadhi and Chilime 
hydropower projects were among the 
affected facilities. The resulting disruption 
accounts for more than 12 per cent of 
Nepal's national hydropower capacity 
and could pose additional challenges to 
rescue, relief and restoration operations.

Kharge urges swift action to locate 
Indians missing in Nepal Flood Disaster

Mumbai, Correspondent : Giving 
a massive impetus to the industrial 
landscape of Maharashtra, the State 
Government has signed Memoranda 
of Understanding (MoUs) with 49 
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) to inject a proposed investment 
of Rs 2,320.97 crore into the Chakan-
Bhosari industrial belt.

The pacts were finalized here at the 
Sahyadri Guest House in the presence of 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and 
Industries Minister Dr Uday Samant.

The high-value investments are 
projected to scale up production 
capacities, accelerate the 'Local to 
Global' manufacturing wave, and 
generate thousands of fresh employment 

avenues within Pune's core automobile 
and engineering cluster.

Highlighting the pivotal role of 
small businesses, Chief Minister 
Fadnavis stated that MSMEs serve as the 
primary bedrock supporting large-scale 
industrial expansion by providing vital 
components, spare parts, and localized 
services.

"Maharashtra is the country's growth 

engine, and MSMEs are bridging critical 
import gaps while anchoring local supply 
chains," Fadnavis said.

To ensure targeted and data-driven 
growth, the state has announced a 
comprehensive 'MSME Census' to 
accurately map the size, structure, 
employment potential, and requirements 
of small industries across the state.

Furthermore, ageing industrial 
clusters are slated for an upgrade into 
autonomous "Industrial Townships" 
with independent civic administrations, 
beginning with Pune district.Addressing 
concerns regarding industrial migration, 
Industries Minister Uday Samant 
strongly dismissed rumors of businesses 
shifting base outside the state.

Maha boosts Pune's industrial powerhouse 
Chakan with Rs 2,320 Cr MSME Push

Nashik, Correspondent : The much-
awaited Kanda Express, carrying onions 
from Nashik to Adarsh Nagar in Delhi, 
will depart between 3 and 4 pm and is 
expected to reach Delhi in around 24 
hours. However, a dispute has erupted 
over the quality and quantity of onions 
being transported.

An inspection of the loaded rake 
found onion sacks containing 10-mm 
and 20-mm onions. According to 
farmers, these are low-grade onions, 
locally classified as gulti or third-
category produce, which is generally 
sold in Nashik for around Rs 5 to Rs 10 
per kg. Farmers alleged that some of the 

onions loaded onto the train were also 
rotten and claimed that such produce 
could be sold in Delhi for Rs 30 to Rs 
35 per kg.

The controversy has raised 
questions about the onions being 
procured by the National Cooperative 
Consumers' Federation (NCCF) and 
NAFED. Farmers pointed out that 
several conditions were imposed for 
procurement and claimed that only 
good-quality onions measuring around 
45 to 55 mm were supposed to be 
purchased. They are now asking where 
that quality onion is.

After learning about the alleged 

quality issue, Prahar Kisan Sangathan 
activist Ganesh Nimbalkar attempted 
to stop the train. He demanded that 
officials show the quality onions 
that were allegedly procured for the 
shipment.

Nimbalkar alleged that the onions 
loaded onto the rake were of poor 
quality and partly rotten. He termed 
the situation a case of corruption and 
questioned where and from which 
farmers the onions had been purchased. 
He said farmers were ready to supply 
good-quality onions at Rs 30 per kg, 
but alleged that the government was 
not willing to purchase them.

Kanda Express to carry only 450 metric 
tonnes of onions to Delhi amid quality dispute
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BY MATHEW MATTAM

Freedom House’s 
Freedom in the World 2026 
report captures the scale 
of this danger. Assessing 
developments during 
2025, it found that global 
freedom declined for the 
twentieth consecutive year. 
Political rights and civil 
liberties deteriorated in 54 
countries, while only 35 
recorded improvements. The 
report measures more than 
elections. It examines political 
pluralism, government 
accountability, freedom of 
expression and association, the 
rule of law, personal autonomy 
and whether rights can be 
exercised in practice. Its 
findings therefore ask a deeper 
question: not merely whether 
people vote, but whether they 
can organise, criticise, seek 
justice and replace those in 
power.

The most severe declines 
occurred in Guinea-Bissau, 
where a coup disrupted 
the electoral process, and 
Tanzania, where opposition 
exclusion, disappearances, 
media restrictions and 
violence surrounded the 
election. Burkina Faso, 
Madagascar and El Salvador 
followed. Georgia and Togo 
also suffered major setbacks. 
Bulgaria, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Mali, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Niger, Serbia and the United 
States each lost three points. 
Burundi, Guinea, Haiti, Italy, 
Kenya, Maldives and Tunisia 
lost two.

The remaining one-
point declines occurred 
in Australia, Azerbaijan, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, 

Belize, Cambodia, Colombia, 
Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Honduras, India, Iran, Kuwait, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Montenegro, Panama, 
Peru, Slovakia, Solomon 
Islands, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Tonga, Turkey, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe. These countries 
differ greatly in history, wealth 
and political system. Their 
presence in the same list 
demonstrates that democratic 
erosion is neither confined 
to poor states nor limited to 
openly authoritarian regimes.

Some cases illustrate 
how elected authority can be 
converted into concentrated 
power. Hungary remains 
a leading example. Under 
Viktor Orbán and Fidesz, 
constitutional amendments, 
judicial appointments, media 
concentration and electoral-
rule changes have tilted 
the political field towards 
the government. Turkey’s 
shift from parliamentary 
government to an executive 
presidency under Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan has been 
accompanied by extensive 
pressure on journalists, judges, 
academics, civil-society 
activists and opposition 
politicians. Tunisia, once the 
strongest democratic hope to 
emerge from the Arab Spring, 
moved towards presidential 
dominance after Kaïs Saïed 
suspended and dissolved 
Parliament and secured a 
constitution that weakened 
institutional checks.

Serbia displays a 
slower form of institutional 
capture: elections and 
opposition parties survive, 

but media dominance, state 
resources and pressure on 
critics undermine genuine 
competition. Georgia’s 
restrictive legislation, pressure 
on civic organisations and 
disproportionate policing of 
protests have accelerated its 
decline. Thailand still holds 
civilian elections, yet military 
influence, court interventions 
and restrictive monarchy-
related laws limit democratic 
choice. In the Philippines, the 
legacy of Rodrigo Duterte’s 
violent “war on drugs,” 
attacks on journalists and 
impunity continues to burden 
democratic accountability, 
even though the country’s 
aggregate score did not 
decline in the 2026 edition.

El Salvador demonstrates 
why popularity cannot 
substitute for constitutional 
restraint. President Nayib 
Bukele’s campaign 
against gangs has attracted 
substantial public support, but 
prolonged emergency rule, 
mass detention, weakened 
due process, attacks on 
independent media and 
judicial restructuring have 
concentrated power. In 2025, 
the legislature abolished 
presidential term limits, 
opening the way to indefinite 
reelection. A government 
may deliver security and 
still damage democracy 
when courts, legislatures and 
civil liberties can no longer 

constrain it.

India presents a more 
contested picture. It conducts 
elections on an extraordinary 
scale; turnout remains strong, 
opposition parties govern 
some states, courts sometimes 
restrain the executive, and the 
2024 general election denied 
the Bharatiya Janata Party an 
outright majority. These are 
genuine sources of resilience. 
Nevertheless, Freedom House 
reduced India’s score from 
63 to 62 and continued to 
classify it as “Partly Free.” 
Concerns include pressure 
on independent journalism, 
internet shutdowns, 
restrictions on protest, 
criminal or national-security 
cases against dissenters, 
tighter control of foreign 
funding for civil-society 
organisations and the alleged 
selective use of tax and 
investigative agencies.

The government 
rejects many international 
assessments as biased or 
methodologically flawed 
and argues that its actions 
protect national security, 
transparency and legal 
compliance. That response 
deserves acknowledgment, 
but it does not remove the 
need for scrutiny. Democracy 
depends on equal political 
opportunity, minority 
protection, independent 
institutions and the ability to 

challenge authority without 
fear. India has not ceased 
to be democratic; rather, its 
democratic institutions are 
engaged in a serious struggle 
between centralisation and 
resistance.

The United States shows 
that established democracies 
are not immune. It remained 
“Free,” but lost three points 
because of increasing 
executive dominance, 
legislative dysfunction, 
pressure on expression and 
weakened anticorruption 
safeguards. Election denial, 
the January 6 attack and 
extreme polarisation had 
already exposed institutional 
vulnerabilities. Australia, 
Belgium, Cyprus and Italy 
also recorded declines, while 
Bulgaria’s three-point fall was 
among the sharpest within 
the “Free” category. Europe 
still contains many resilient 
democracies, but setbacks 
in Georgia, Serbia, Slovakia 
and Montenegro show 
that geography and formal 
membership in democratic 
institutions offer no automatic 
protection.

Across the Middle East, 
authoritarian rule remains 
widespread. Iran continues 
to be classified “Not Free,” 
with severe restrictions 
on meaningful elections, 
dissent, independent media, 
women’s rights and civil 
society. Kuwait and Turkey 

declined, while Israel’s score 
remained unchanged but its 
democracy continued to face 
pressures arising from war, 
polarisation and disputes over 
judicial and executive power. 
Syria, by contrast, gained five 
points following the collapse 
of Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
and the release of political 
prisoners, although its score 
remained extremely low 
and its transition uncertain. 
Progress after repression must 
be judged by whether new 
authorities build accountable 
institutions rather than simply 
replace one concentration of 
power with another.

The report also contains 
reasons for guarded hope. 
Improvements were recorded 
in Afghanistan, Albania, 
Austria,  Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Brazil, Fiji, Gabon, Ireland, 
Jamaica, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, 
Malawi, Malta, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Romania, 
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Slovenia, South Korea, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, 
Syria, The Gambia, Timor-
Leste, Trinidad and Tobago 
and Uruguay. Bolivia, Fiji and 
Malawi moved from “Partly 
Free” to “Free.” Sri Lanka 
and Syria achieved the largest 
gains, while competitive 
elections, stronger courts, 
peaceful transfers of power 
and institutional reforms 
supported progress elsewhere.

Brazil and Poland 
demonstrate that backsliding 
can be resisted. Brazil endured 
attacks on institutions and 
election denial under Jair 
Bolsonaro, but constitutional 
transfer after the 2022 election 
and accountability for the 
January 2023 assault helped 
restore safeguards. Poland’s 
government, elected in 2023 
after years of judicial and 
media politicisation under 
Law and Justice, began 
rebuilding institutional 
independence. Recovery is 
difficult because democratic 
repair must itself respect 
law; a reforming government 
cannot defend institutions by 
adopting the shortcuts of its 
predecessor.

Events after the Freedom 
House assessment period 
underline the continuing risk. 
On 24 August 2026, Zambia’s 
Supreme Court premises, 
which also accommodate the 
Constitutional Court, were 

closed for stated security 
reasons on the effective 
final day for challenging the 
disputed presidential result. 
Opposition leader Brian 
Mundubile was seeking to 
contest President Hakainde 
Hichilema’s reelection amid 
observer concerns and arrests 
of opposition associates. The 
government denied directing 
the closure. Yet the incident 
illustrates a fundamental 
principle: a constitutional 
remedy is meaningless if 
citizens cannot reach the 
court before the deadline. 
Democracy depends on 
access, not promises written 
on paper.

Across these countries, 
five warning signs recur: 
executives accumulate 
powers belonging to 
legislatures, courts and 
regulators; independent 
media are captured or 
intimidated; civil society, 
universities and unions 
face funding restrictions 
or punitive laws; elections 
continue on an unequal field; 
and minorities, migrants, 
independent journalists 
or opposition parties are 
portrayed as enemies of the 
nation. Each step may be 
defended as legal, temporary 
or necessary. Together, they 
transform government from an 
accountable public trust into an 
instrument of partisan control.

The decisive test of 
democracy is not whether 
a government can win an 
election, but whether it can lose 
one—and whether its opponents 
have a fair opportunity to defeat 
it. Democratic recovery remains 
possible, as developments 
in Brazil, Poland, Bolivia, 
Fiji, Malawi, Sri Lanka and 
South Korea demonstrate. But 
improvement is fragile unless it 
is secured through independent 
courts, free media, credible 
elections, protected minorities 
and active civic institutions. 
Democracy survives not 
through elections alone, but 
through a political culture in 
which power accepts limits, 
citizens can question authority 
and the Constitut ion serves the 
people rather than the ruling 
party.

Sources: Freedom House, 
Freedom in the World 2026: 
The Growing Shadow of 
Autocracy; Freedom House 
country assessments; Reuters 
reporting on Zambia, 24 
August 2026.

When Democracies Become Autocratic
In the twenty-first century, democracy rarely 

disappears through a single military takeover. 
More often, it is weakened gradually by elected 
governments. Constitutions remain in place, 
elections are held, parliaments meet and courts 
continue to function, but the contest for power 
becomes increasingly unequal. Ruling parties 
capture public institutions, influence the media, 
restrict civil society and use investigative 
agencies, security laws or regulatory powers 
selectively against opponents. Political scientists 
describe such systems as “illiberal democracies,” 
“competitive authoritarian regimes” or 
“electoral autocracies.” Whatever terminology 
is used, the central contradiction is the same: 
electoral legitimacy is retained while democratic 
accountability is steadily removed.
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Ranjani / Ramesh Jadhav
Pune, Correspondent 

: The season of wild 
vegetables is currently in 
full bloom in the Sahyadri 
mountain ranges, on the 
slopes of the hills, and on 
the banks of the fields in 
the western tribal areas of 
Ambegaon taluka. This year, 
due to the earlier onset of the 
monsoons than usual, a large 
number of wild vegetables 
have become available in 
Shravan itself. These wild 
vegetables, which grow in 
the lap of nature without the 
use of any tillage, chemical 
fertilizers or pesticides, have 
revived the traditional food 
culture of the tribal areas.

As soon as the rains 
begin to fall on the Sahyadri 
foothills, the young leaves 
of wild vegetables start to 
emerge. These vegetables 
grow naturally in forests, 
mountain slopes, farm 
embankments, marshes and 
bushes. The main season of 
wild vegetables is usually in 

the month of Bhadrapad, i.e. 
August.

I t  blooms in late 
September and early 
October. However, this 
year, the season has come 
almost a month earlier due 
to the early start of the rains. 
Rare vegetables are also 
found in abundance due to 
the fertile environment for 
wild vegetables. Fasting, 
traditional food and local 
cuis ine have special 
importance during the month 
of Shravan.

Wild vegetables are a 
natural gift - Wild vegetables 
are an important part of the 
biodiversity of the Sahyadris. 
For generations, the tribal 
community has preserved 

their identity, uses and 
recipes. This year, due to the 
early rains, this natural gift 
can be enjoyed in Shravan 
itself.

The tradition of hundreds 
of types of wild vegetables

Wild vegetables include 
tubers, leafy vegetables, 
flower vegetables, fruit 
vegetables, legumes, and 
various types made from 
seeds. Math, Chavyacha 
B a r,  R u k h a l u ,  K u i , 
Sairathod, Chichurade, 
Chaitacha Bar, Kombal Tera, 
Kartuli, Sheul, Lothi, Satra, 
Halanda, Shevale, Korad, 
Tere, Kudachi Phule, Ghol, 
Yatalache Komb, Tembharan, 
Bhopa, Bondara, Chaiwal, 
Bharangi, Chichardi, Fandi, 

Shewal, Sapkanda, Mhaisvel, 
etc. Many types are currently 
seen in the wild. The identity, 
harvesting, and cooking 
methods of these vegetables 
have been preserved in 
the tribal community for 
generations. Citizens living 
in the hills and valleys still 
collect these vegetables by 
traveling through the forests 
and surrounding areas.

Traditional knowledge of 
medicinal properties

Locals say that wild 
vegetables have various 
nutritional components and 
traditional medicinal uses. 
Vakli is used for colds, 
coughs, fevers and asthma, 
while Kuda is considered 
useful for stomach aches. 
Wild plantain shoots are 
traditionally used for coughs. 
The practice of applying a 
paste of Takla leaves on skin 
disorders is found in some 
areas. Kartuli vegetable is 
also a must in the traditional 
diet. However, accurate 
identification and proper 

processing of each wild 
vegetable is important. 
Although some wild plants 
may look similar, some of 
them can be harmful.

A unique combination of 
taste and health

The leaves of the 
mahisavela are a vine and 
are made into a vegetable as 
well as a vada. The flowers of 
the chava bara are fried with 
onions and chillies and made 
into a vegetable. Although 
chichardi is bitter, it is 
processed locally and made 
into a vegetable. Rukhalu 
looks like aloo leaves; it 
is properly made into a 
vegetable with tamarind 
and jaggery. Kartuli looks 
like bitter gourd and is made 
into a soup or dry vegetable. 
These traditional recipes 
have given wild vegetables 
a different taste and identity. 
As the importance of 
nutritious and local food is 
highlighted in the changing 
lifestyle, there is a renewed 
interest in wild vegetables.

The season of wild vegetables blossoms in the month of 
Shravan; A series of rare wild fruits in the Sahyadri Mountains

Pune, Correspondent : The 
Republican Party of India (A) has 
called for Scheduled Castes (SCs), 
Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) and other 
marginalised sections to be accorded 
adequate representation and equal 
opportunities in the private sector, in 
proportion to their population.

The demand was raised during 
a meeting of the party's National 
Executive, RPI (A) State Vice-
President and Bahujan leader Dr 
Hulgesh Chalwadi said.

He stated that the implementation 
of social justice and equal-opportunity 
policies should not remain confined to 
the government sector but must also 
extend to the private sector, stressing 
that marginalised communities 
should have equal participation 
in the country’s economic and 
industrial development. Providing 
them with opportunities in education, 

employment, industry, management 
and decision-making processes would 
help reduce social inequality.

He stressed on the need for a 
concrete policy to ensure transparency 
in recruitment and promotion 
processes in private companies and to 
provide equal opportunities to socially 
disadvantaged sections.

Social justice is not merely a 
political issue; it is an important 
constitutional value, he said.

RPI (A) will continue to raise its 
voice for the rights of SCs, STs, OBCs 

and other marginalised communities, 
Chalwadi said, adding that the party's 
struggle for equality, representation 
and social justice would continue.

He further stated that RPI (A) 
national president and union Minister 
of State Dr Ramdas Athawale had 
reiterated the party's commitment to 
these issues.

According to Central government 
data for 2024-25, as of January 1, 
2024, the representation of SCs in 
Central government services stood 
at 16.84 per cent, while STs accounted 
for 8.70 per cent and OBCs for 
26.32 per cent. These figures reflect 
representation in the government 
sector, he said.

However, the Centre does not 
have official state-wise or sector-wise 
data on the representation of these 
communities in the private sector, 
Chalwadi explained.

He suggested that such data 

could be collected through the 
Census and made public, enabling the 
government to formulate appropriate 
policies to improve opportunities for 
marginalised communities in the 
private sector.

On the issue of Maratha 
reservation, Chalwadi said the RPI 
(A) fully supports reservation for 
the Maratha community, provided 
it does not affect the existing OBC 
reservation.Quoting RPI (A) National 
President and union Minister of State 
Dr Ramdas Athawale, Chalwadi 
highlighted that reservation must be 
provided to underprivileged members 
of the Maratha community, stating 
that this has been the party’s clear 
stand from the beginning. Further, 
adding to his statement, he said that 
the government is highly sensitive to 
the issue and is making sincere efforts 
to provide reservation to the Maratha 
community.

RPI calls for representation of marginalised 
communities in private sector: Dr Hulgesh Chalwadi

Pune, Correspondent : A 
Pune connection has emerged 
in an alleged Rs 2,143-crore 
financial scam involving 
the suspected misuse of 
fake certificates and shell 
companies, with the Income 
Tax Department reportedly 
investigating suspicious 
transactions worth around 
Rs 200 crore routed through 
a private bank in Pune.

According to preliminary 
findings cited in the report, 
around Rs 200 crore was 
a l l eged ly  t r ans fe r red 
overseas through the Pune 
branch using transactions 
linked to fake and shell 
companies. Investigators are 
examining whether senior 
bank officials and members 
of the board were aware of 
the transactions.

The investigation follows 
a complaint filed with the 
police by a team from the 
Income Tax Investigation 
Department. The authorities 

are examining the alleged 
role of chartered accountant 
Shyam Kalani, who is 
suspected of being a key 
figure in the alleged financial 
network.

Kalani has reportedly 
surrendered before the 
Udgir police. Investigators 
are expected to question 
him about the financial 
t ransac t ions  and  the 
individuals and entities 
allegedly involved in the 
network.

Pune Bank Transactions 
Under Scanner

The investigation is 
expected to focus on the 
private bank branch in Pune 
through which the suspected 
overseas transfers were made. 
Authorities are examining 
the source and destination 
of the funds, the companies 
involved and the role of 
individuals who facilitated 
the transactions.

Investigators are also 

examining suspic ious 
banking transactions in 
other major cities, including 
Bengaluru, Chandigarh and 
the Delhi-NCR region, as part 
of the wider probe.

The a l leged scam 
involves the misuse of 
certificates and financial 
mechanisms to facilitate 
large-scale transactions 
through shell entities. 
The exact nature of the 
transactions, the individuals 
involved and the extent of the 
alleged financial irregularities 
are expected to become 
clearer as the investigation 
progresses.

Kalani’s surrender is 
likely to provide investigators 
with further leads into the 
alleged financial network 
and the Pune connection. 
The role, if any, of bank 
officials and other individuals 
involved in the transactions 
will be determined through 
the ongoing investigation.

Pune Link Emerges In Rs 
2,143-Crore Scam; Rs 200 Crore 

Transactions Under Probe

Pune, Correspondent : The Pune 
Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Limited 
(PMPML) has approved a new policy to 
compensate property owners whose private 
or public property is damaged in accidents 
involving PMPML-owned buses.

Under the revised compensation 
framework, the financial assistance for families 
of passengers who die in bus accidents has 
been increased from ₹2 lakh to ₹3 lakh, while 
assistance for injured persons has been raised 
from ₹50,000 to ₹1 lakh, Mayor Manjusha 
Nagpure said.

The decision to introduce a separate policy 
for property damage was taken after the issue 
was raised during a special PMPML meeting at 
the Pune Municipal Corporation general body. 
Following an initiative by Mayor Nagpure, 
the PMPML Board approved the proposal 
unanimously.

Property Damage to Be Assessed by 
Experts

Under the new policy, the extent of 
damage to a property following a PMPML 
bus accident will be assessed by an external 

agency or qualified experts. Compensation will 
then be determined based on the actual loss.

Property owners will also be required to 
submit an affidavit as part of the compensation 
process. The policy will also apply to private 
bus operators supplying buses to PMPML.

Two Shops to Receive Compensation
The policy will also benefit two shops 

damaged in a bus accident near Appa Balwant 
Chowk and Prabhat Talkies on April 21, 2026.

Following an assessment, Prakash Cards 
owner Vinod Pathange will receive ₹4,70,531, 
while Balaji Cards owner Akash Dhanasing 
Naikda will receive ₹45,962 as compensation.

The meeting was attended by Pune Mayor 
Manjusha Nagpure, Pimpri-Chinchwad 
Mayor Ravi Landge, Pune Standing 
Committee Chairman Shrinath Bhimale, 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Standing Committee 
Chairman Abhishek Marane, PMPML 
Director Ajay Khedekar, Pune Municipal 
Commissioner Naval Kishore Ram, Pimpri-
Chinchwad Municipal Commissioner Dr Vijay 
Suryawanshi, and PMPML Chairman and 
Managing Director Mahesh Awhad.

PMPML To Provide Financial Aid To 
Accident Victims, Property Owners

Pune, Correspondent : 
Shende has taken charge as 
the new Principal District and 
Sessions Judge of Pune. She 
assumed office on Monday, 
marking the latest phase in 
a judicial career spanning 
several important courts and 
judicial institutions across 
Maharashtra.

Shende entered the 
judicial service as a District 
Judge in 2010. Over the years, 
she has served as a judge at 
several specialised courts, 
including the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) Court 

in Amravati, the Family Court 
in Mumbai, the court dealing 
with offences against women, 
the POCSO Court and the 
Special SEBI Court.

She has also served as 
Additional Chief Judge of 
the Small Causes Court in 
Mumbai, a member of the 
Industrial Court in Nagpur 
and a Special POCSO Judge 
in Wardha.

Shende previously served 
as Registrar at the Nagpur 
Bench of the Bombay High 
Court. She has also held the 
post of Principal District 

and Sessions Judge in Beed, 
Bhandara and Osmanabad.

Before entering the 
judiciary, Shende worked 
with SEARCH, a voluntary 
organisation, where she 
was involved in tribal 
women’s health initiatives in 
collaboration with the World 
Health Organization (WHO).

F o l l o w i n g  h e r 
appointment as Pune’s 
Principal District and 
Sessions Judge, Pune Bar 
Associa t ion pres ident 
Kaluram Bhujbal and other 
office-bearers welcomed her.

 Pune Gets New Principal 
District Judge Anju S Shende

Pune,  Correspondent : An 
exhibition and sale of products 
made by prisoners was inaugurated 
in Pune ahead of the Raksha 
Bandhan festival, with the initiative 
aimed at showcasing their skills 
and providing them with access to 
markets.

The event was inaugurated by 
noted actress Pooja Pawar-Salunkhe 
in the presence of Dr Suhas Warke, 
Director General of Prisons and 
Correctional Services.

Speaking at the event, Dr Warke 
said prisons should not be viewed 
merely as places of punishment but 

as institutions focused on reform 
and rehabilitation. He stressed the 
need to provide prisoners with 
skill-based training to make them 

employable and help them return 
to mainstream society.

T h e  “ R e f o r m  a n d 
Rehabilitation” approach is the 
motto of the prison department. 
Under the Maharashtra Prison 
Industries initiative, inmates are 
provided with various skill-based 
training programmes.

The exhibition features a 
wide range of products made by 
prisoners, including furniture, 
home temples, decorative items, 
eco-friendly Ganesh idols, rakhis, 
clothes, handkerchiefs, towels, 
bedsheets, blankets, bakery products 

and biscuits, among other items.
Dr Warke said such training can 

help prisoners become financially 
independent after their release and 
enable them to lead a dignified life 
in society using the skills they have 
acquired.

Actress Pooja Pawar-Salunkhe 
praised the efforts of the prison 
administration and inmates and 
appealed to citizens to support 
their rehabilitation by purchasing 
products displayed at the exhibition.

Vidya Mhatre, president of 
Maher Mahila Pratishthan, was also 
present at the event.

Prison-Made Products Exhibition And 
Sale Begins Ahead Of Raksha Bandhan

Pune, Correspondent 
: The Pune division has 
completed the house-to-
house survey under the first 
phase of the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls within the stipulated 
timeline, including the 
extended period, officials 
said.

Chief Electoral Officer 
S. Chockalingam reviewed 
the progress of SIR work 
across the Pune division 
at a meeting held at the 
Divisional Commissioner’s 
Office and directed district 
administrations to prepare 
for the next phase, including 
publication of the draft 
electoral roll, processing of 
objections and hearings, and 
further action.

Chockalingam praised 
the district collectors and 
their teams for completing 
the first phase despite 
geographical, social and 
administrative challenges.

The meeting was attended 
by Pune District Collector 
Jitendra Dudi, Solapur 
Collector S. Karthikeyan, 
Satara Collector Santosh 
Patil, Sangli Collector 

Mainak Ghosh, Kolhapur 
Collector Dr Vijay Rathod, 
Ratnagiri Collector Manuj 
Jindal and Sindhudurg 
Collector Trupti Dhodmise, 
along with election officials 
and other concerned officers.

First Phase Focused on 
Residential Verification

During the first phase, 
officials verified whether 
registered voters were 
residing at their respective 
addresses. The exercise 
included the  use  of 
enumeration forms, available 
electoral records, required 
documents and mapping 
based on records available 
from the past 20 years.

Chockalingam said 

the first phase focused 
primarily on verifying 
voters’ residential status, 
while the next phase would 
involve the draft electoral 
roll, objections, hearings and 
further verification.

He directed officials to 
ensure that citizens are not 
subjected to unnecessary 
difficulties and that field 
officials and Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) are not 
placed under avoidable 
pressure.

Separate Verification for 
Unmapped Voters

Officials have been 
instructed to conduct separate 
verification of unmapped 
voters after obtaining the 

required documents and 
to follow applicable legal 
provisions and Election 
Commission guidelines.

Chockalingam also 
suggested studying best 
practices adopted by other 
states for issuing notices, 
collecting documents and 
conducting preliminary 
verification. Available mobile 
numbers, photo identity cards 
and other valid identification 
documents can be used 
to make the contact and 
verification process more 
efficient, he said.

Draft Electoral Roll 
Publication to Be Closely 
Monitored

Chockalingam said the 
initial days after publication 
of the draft electoral roll 
would be particularly 
important. District-level 
social media teams, media 
coordination mechanisms 
and election officials should 
remain active and provide 
citizens with accurate 
information about the 
process.

Officials were asked 
to clearly communicate 
information regarding 

different voter categories, 
subsequent action, and 
the procedure for filing 
objections and attending 
hearings.Special care should 
also be taken to prevent 
confusion regarding absent, 
migrated, deceased and 
duplicate voters, among other 
categories.

Daily Data Analysis 
Ordered

Officials were directed 
to analyse detailed data 
available on the dashboard 
every day and allocate work 
accordingly. Clear daily targets 
should be set for disposing of 
cases within the prescribed 
timelines, while pending 
technical work should be 
completed on priority.

Chockalingam said the 
first phase of SIR had helped 
improve the accuracy and 
integrity of electoral rolls. 
Although the next phase 
would be more challenging, he 
stressed that proper planning, 
daily data analysis, adherence 
to legal procedures and 
transparent communication 
with citizens would be 
essential for its successful 
completion.

Pune Division Completes SIR House-to-House Survey; 
Administration Begins Preparations For Draft Electoral Roll  Pune, Corrrespondent : A Pune resident 

has claimed that he found a worm in food 
purchased from a Paul Bakery outlet at 
Phoenix Mall in Viman Nagar, Pune. The 
man shared a video of the alleged incident 
on social media and questioned the quality 
of the bakery’s products.

According to the post, the customer had 
purchased food from the Paul Bakery outlet 
and taken the parcel home. He later claimed 
that he discovered a worm in the food.

Sharing the video on X, the user criticised 
the bakery and wrote, “This Paul bakery 
products are pathetic.” He further alleged 
that he had taken a parcel home from the 
Paul Bakery outlet at Phoenix Mall in Viman 
Nagar a couple of months ago and found a 

worm in it.
The user also attached a video to his post, 

which purportedly shows the alleged worm in 
the food. However, the post did not provide 
details about the exact food item purchased, 
the date of purchase or what happened 
immediately after the alleged discovery.

The claim comes amid growing attention 
on food-safety concerns following other 
recent reports of alleged foreign objects being 
found in food served at restaurants.

At present, the social media post itself 
does not establish the exact cause of the 
alleged contamination. Further details, 
including any response from the bakery or 
action by food-safety authorities, would be 
needed to verify the claim.

Worm Found in Paul Bakery Food? 
Pune Man Shares Video on Social Media

Pune, Correspondent : A 28-year-old 
man from Wanowrie was allegedly robbed 
of ₹38,900 after an unidentified man posing 
as a police officer intimidated him and his 
two friends near Mamma Devi Chowk on 
Solapur Road, police said.

According to the complaint, the incident 
took place at around 3:45 am on Sunday 
near Nalini Society. The complainant, 
Akshaykumar Kashiram Rao, was travelling 
with two friends when the suspect approached 
them on a motorcycle.

The man allegedly claimed to be a police 
officer and intimidated the trio. He then 

reportedly instructed Rao’s two friends to 
transfer money from their respective PhonePe 
accounts to Rao’s account.

The suspect allegedly obtained access to 
Rao’s mobile phone along with his PhonePe 
PIN. He subsequently transferred ₹38,900 
from the account before leaving the spot, 
according to the complaint.

Rao later approached the Wanowrie 
police and lodged a complaint. Police 
have registered a case and launched an 
investigation to identify and trace the suspect.

The matter is currently under 
investigation.

Wanowrie Man Duped Of ₹38,900 
By Fake Cop In PhonePe Scam 
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Pune, Correspondent 
: The Pimpri-Chinchwad 
Crime Branch has arrested 
six men in connection with 
the alleged kidnapping and 
robbery of a Zepto delivery 
worker in the Gahunje area, 
police said.

The accused allegedly 
stopped the delivery worker 
while he was riding his two-
wheeler, forced him into an 
auto-rickshaw and took him 
to an open ground near a 
graveyard in Mamurdi. Police 
said the victim was assaulted 
at the location and robbed of 
₹90,000 in cash.

The incident came 
to light after the delivery 
worker completed an order 
at a housing society in 
Gahunje. While travelling 
near Gahunje Stadium and 
passing the Zepto store, an 
auto-rickshaw allegedly 

blocked his two-wheeler. 
The suspects then reportedly 
forced him into the vehicle 
and drove him towards the 
Mamurdi graveyard.

A case was initially 
registered against unidentified 
persons at Talegaon Dabhade 
police station.

CCTV, Mobile Data Help 
Police Trace Suspects

The investigation was 
taken up by Crime Branch 
Unit 4, which examined 
CCTV recordings from the 

area and analysed technical 
information linked to mobile 
phone numbers. Police also 
used information from 
informants to identify the 
suspected offenders.

The six arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Suraj Shankar Chalwadi 
(24) of Mamurdi; Deepak 
Dayanand Bhandge (24) of 
Narhe, originally from Latur; 
Avinash Arun Wankhede (26) 
of Narhe, originally from 
Velhe; Prathamesh alias 

Pratik Haribhau Kank (27) of 
Panvel in Raigad; Viraj alias 
Sunny Yuvraj Hirve (19) of 
Mamurdi, Dehu Road; and 
Isaak Raju Kajapuram (28) of 
Mamurdi, Dehu Road.

Police said the suspects 
confessed to their alleged 
i n v o l v e m e n t  d u r i n g 
interrogation.

Six Accused Have 
Previous Cases, Say Police

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
investigators, all six arrested 
men have previous criminal 

records and have allegedly 
been involved in offences 
including robbery and 
dacoity.

Police recovered property 
valued at approximately 
₹1.80 lakh, including the 
auto-rickshaw allegedly 
used in the crime and mobile 
phones.

The accused have been 
handed over to Talegaon 
Dabhade police for further 
legal proceedings.

The operation was 
conducted  under  the 
supervision of Pimpri-
C h i n c h w a d  P o l i c e 
Commiss ione r  Vinay 
Kumar Choubey, Joint 
Commissioner of Police 
Dr Shashikant Mahavarkar, 
Additional Commissioner 
of Police (Crime) Sarang 
Awad, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Crime) Rohidas 

Pawar  and  Ass is tan t 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime-1) Dr Sudarshan 
Rathod.

The team was led by 
Senior Police Inspector 
Arjun Ghodepatil and 
Assistant Police Inspector 
Shridhar Bhosale. Police 
personnel Rajaram Lonkar, 
Mahesh Waybase, Amol 
Borate, Ganesh Mahadik, 
Santosh Asawale, Sachin 
More, Ganesh Sontakke, 
Anjanrao Sodgir, Ramdas 
Mergal, Shekhar Kharade, 
Amol Vetal, Amol Mate, 
Babaraje Mundhe, Dayanand 
Khedkar, Sandeep Sukhdane, 
Sachin Nagare and Prashant 
Sonawane were part of the 
operation.

Technical  analysts 
Trinayan Balsaraf, Nagesh 
Mali and Nanaware also 
assisted the investigation.

Six Held For Allegedly Kidnapping, Robbing 
Zepto Delivery Worker In Pimpri-Chinchwad Pune, Correspondent : The 

Pune Regional Transport Office 
(RTO) is set to introduce a 
new vehicle registration series 
under the MH-61 code, with 
the new series primarily being 
launched for two-wheelers. The 
series will include registration 
numbers such as MH-61 B 
0001.

According to the Pune 
RTO, citizens seeking fancy or 
preferred registration numbers 
from the new series can submit 
advance applications along 
with the prescribed fees. For 
four-wheelers, applicants will 
have to pay at least three times 
the prescribed fee, while the 
applicable prescribed fee will 
be charged for two-wheelers.

If more than one applicant 
seeks the same preferred 
registration number, the 
number will be allotted through 
an auction process. Applicants 
interested in bidding can submit 
a demand draft for an amount 
higher than the prescribed fee, 

as per their preference. The 
RTO has clarified that only 
one demand draft should be 
submitted with the application.

To facilitate vehicle 
registration during the festive 
period, the Pune RTO will 
also accept applications for 
preferred registration numbers 
and demand drafts, along with 
related work, on Saturday, 
August 29, and Sunday, August 
30, 2026, despite both being 
government holidays.

The RTO said the special 
arrangement has been made 
considering the Shravan 
month, Raksha Bandhan and 
the upcoming festive season, to 
ensure that vehicle registration 
procedures are completed on 
time and citizens do not face 
inconvenience.

The RTO has urged 
citizens interested in obtaining 
preferred registration numbers 
under the new MH-61 series to 
submit their applications within 
the stipulated procedure.

Pune RTO To Launch New MH-
61 Series; Applications Open For 

Fancy Registration Numbers

Pune, Correspondent : 
Nearly 1.2 acres of prime 
defence land in Lullanagar, 
allegedly occupied by private 
contractors since 2011, has 
been cleared by the Defence 
Estate Office (DEO), 
Southern Command.

The anti-encroachment 
operation was carried out on 
Tuesday using JCB machines, 
with hundreds of tin sheds 
and iron structures removed 
from the defence property. 
According to the information 
available, the entire operation 
was completed in around six 
hours.

The land, estimated 
to be worth crores of 
rupees, is located around 
500 metres from the office 
of the Principal Director, 

Defence Estates and is also 
close to sensitive defence 
establishments, including the 
Southern Command hospital.

The occupants were 
reportedly private contractors 
associated with the Military 
Engineering Service (MES). 
The prolonged occupation 
has raised questions over 
how the structures were 
allowed to remain on defence 
land for nearly 15 years 
despite the property being in 

a strategically important area.
Questions have also been 

raised over whether notices 
were issued to the occupants 
earlier, what action was 
taken against the alleged 
encroachment and whether 
the authorities responsible 
for monitoring the property 
were aware of the situation.

The DEO is  now 
expected to fence the 
reclaimed land and initiate 
recovery of occupation 

charges for the period of 
unauthorised use.

The action has also 
renewed concerns over other 
defence land parcels in Pune 
and Khadki that may be 
vulnerable to encroachment, 
dumping and unauthorised 
occupation.

While the land has 
now been reclaimed, the 
episode has raised broader 
questions about monitoring, 
accountability and the 
protection of valuable 
g o v e r n m e n t  d e f e n c e 
property.

The key quest ion 
remains: if nearly 1.2 acres of 
defence land could be cleared 
within six hours, why did it 
allegedly remain occupied 
for almost 15 years?

After 14 Years, Pune DEO Clears Defence Land 
Occupied In Lulla Nagar By MES Contractors

Pune, Correspondent 
: Pune City Police have 
seized banned gutkha, pan 
masala, flavoured tobacco 
and other tobacco products 
worth ₹1.73 lakh during 
an operation conducted 
under the ongoing “Mission 
Crackdown” in Zone 7.

Acting on a tip-off, 
the Zone 7 special team 
raided a house near 
Chetan Super Market in 
Mozeswadi,  Vadgaon 
Sheri, under the jurisdiction 
of Chandannagar Police 
Station, at around 1 pm on 
August 24.

Police identified the 
person from whom the stock 
was recovered as Yallappa 
Trikappa Shetty, 35, a tea 

vendor residing in Sachin 
Nagar, Vadgaon Sheri. The 
seized stock was found to 
contain tobacco products 
prohibited for sale in 
Maharashtra.

During the preliminary 
invest igat ion,  pol ice 
reportedly found that the 
banned products had been 
supplied by Chandrakant 
Phulchand Patwa, a resident 
of Vadgaon Sheri. Patwa has 
been named as a wanted 
accused in the case.

Police have initiated 
legal proceedings under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), the Cigarettes and 
Other Tobacco Products Act 
(COTPA), the Food Safety 
and Standards Act and other 

relevant laws.
The seized material 

and the detained accused 
were handed over to 
Chandannagar Police Station 
for further investigation and 
legal action.

The operation was 
carried out by a team led by 
Assistant Police Inspector 
Gorakshnath Kharad and 
Police Sub-Inspector Nitin 
Rathod, along with police 
personnel Sushil Bendre, 
Vilas Kedari, Ganesh Ithape, 
Hariprasad Punde, Shubham 
Chinke, Amol Sartape and 
Lalu Kanhe.

Mission Crackdown 
Continues

Pune Pol ice  sa id 
enforcement under “Mission 

Crackdown” will continue 
across Zone 7 against 
banned gutkha, narcotics, 
illegal liquor, gambling and 
other unlawful activities. 
Police said such operations 
will be intensified in the 
coming days.

Pol ice  have  a lso 
appealed to citizens to share 
information about illegal 
activities, including gutkha 
sales, drug trafficking, illegal 
liquor, gambling, illegal 
possession of weapons and 
criminal activities.

Police said the identity 
of informants will be kept 
confidential and urged 
citizens to cooperate in 
making Pune safer and free 
from illegal activities.

Pune Police Seize Banned Gutkha 
Worth 1.73 Lakh In Vadgaon Sheri

Pune, Correspondent 
: Pune Police took action 
against a hotel on New 
Airport Road for allegedly 
operating beyond permitted 
hours and serving alcohol 
during a late-night party, as 
part of the ongoing “Mission 
Crackdown” in Zone 7.

The action was carried 
out by the Airport Police 
during a night patrol 
at around 4.30 am on 
August 24. Police Sub-
Inspector Kshirsagar and 
his team reportedly found 
Back Bencher Hotel and 
Restaurant operating beyond 

the prescribed closing time.
According to police, a 

party was being organised 
at the hotel where 30 people 
— 24 men and six women — 
were allegedly being served 

beer and other alcoholic 
beverages.

During the operation, 
police detained the hotel 
owner and five employees. 
The liquor stock and music 

system at the premises were 
also taken into custody.

The men and women 
found consuming alcohol 
u n d e r w e n t  m e d i c a l 
examinations and alcohol 
tests. Police subsequently 
init iated legal action 
under the applicable laws 
and registered a case in 
connection with the incident.

Mission Crackdown 
Continues

Pune Police said strict 
action will continue under 
“Mission Crackdown” 
against establishments 
violating permitted operating 

hours, illegal sale of liquor 
and parties or activities 
conducted in violation of 
regulations.

Po l i ce  have  a l so 
appealed to citizens to report 
information about criminal 
gangs, illegal gutkha sales, 
narcotics, illegal liquor, 
gambling, illegal possession 
of weapons or any other 
unlawful activities.

Police said the identity 
of informants will be kept 
strictly confidential and urged 
citizens to cooperate with the 
police in making Pune safer 
and free from crime.

Pune Police Crack Down On Late-Night 
Party At Airport Road Hotel; 30 Detained

Pune, Correspondent : Baner Police 
have helped recover ₹20 lakh lost in a cyber 
fraud case, following an investigation by the 
station’s cyber team and sustained coordination 
with banks and merchants.

The financial fraud complaint was 
registered at Baner Police Station on 
April 16, 2026, under Crime Register No. 
109/2026. After receiving the complaint, the 
cyber investigation team began tracing the 
transactions linked to the fraudulent activity.

Police examined the transaction trail and 
contacted the concerned banks and merchants 
through official correspondence and repeated 
follow-ups. Documents and supporting 
evidence were submitted to facilitate the 
recovery of the money.

Following the police investigation and 
subsequent legal proceedings, the entire ₹20 
lakh was returned to the complainant on the 
basis of a court order, police said.

The recovery operation was conducted 
under the guidance of Additional 
Commissioner of Police Manoj Patil, Eastern 
Regional Division, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police Rajnikant Chilumula, Zone 4, and 
Assistant Commissioner of Police Brahmadev 
Gawade, Khadki Division.

The team worked under Baner Senior 
Police Inspector Chandrashekhar Sawant and 
Police Inspector (Crime) Vijay Khillare, along 
with Assistant Police Inspector Nandkumar 
Kadam and other members of the cyber 
investigation team.

Police Warn Citizens Against Online 
Scams

Baner Police have urged citizens to 

exercise caution when receiving messages or 
links related to KYC updates, mobile services, 
bank account verification or other financial 
matters.

Citizens should avoid clicking on links 
received from unknown sources and should 
never share OTP, PIN, CVV, UPI PIN, bank 
account details or other personal information 
with strangers.

Police have also warned against investment 
scams involving fake apps, websites, social 
media groups and individuals promising 
guaranteed or unusually high returns from 
stock market investments within a short period.

Victims of cyber fraud have been advised 
to immediately call the 1930 cybercrime 
helpline and register a complaint on the 
National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal. They 
can also approach their nearest police station.

According to police, reporting the fraud 
without delay can help authorities freeze 
or place a hold on the transferred funds, 
increasing the possibility of recovering the 
money.

Baner Police Recover 20 
Lakh Lost In Cyber Fraud

Pune, Correspondent : 
The Maharashtra and Pune 
District Cooperative Housing 
Societies and Apartments 
Federation Limited conducted 
a student engagement session 
on cooperative governance, 
environmental conservation and 
civic participation at Amanora 
School in Hadapsar on Tuesday.

The initiative aimed to 
introduce students to the 
principles of cooperative 

governance and encourage 
their participation in areas 
such as student cooperatives, 
environmental sustainability and 
river rejuvenation.

The programme was 
conducted under the mentorship 
of Federation Chairman Suhas 
Patwardhan and Directors 
Charuhas Kulkarni, Vilas 
Thorat, Rajan Prasade, Avelino 
Noronha, Ar. Khadija Noronha 
and Brigitta Noronha. The 

organisers said the initiative 
was designed to help students 
understand the importance of 
collective decision-making, civic 
responsibility and sustainable 
development while encouraging 
them to take an active role in 
community-oriented activities.

The school’s management, 
under the leadership of Director 
Mira Nair, conceptualised and 
coordinated the educational 
programme.

Students Engage In Cooperative Governance, 
Environmental Sustainability Initiative  

Pimpri, Correspondent : The 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal 
Corporation (PCMC) Medical 
Department has warned that changing 
weather conditions could lead to 
an increase in fever cases and may 
also contribute to a rise in influenza, 
including H1N1 (swine flu), cases.

The civic body has urged citizens 
not to panic but to take necessary 
precautions and seek medical advice 
promptly if they develop symptoms 
such as fever, cold, cough, sore throat 
or breathing difficulties.

Swine flu is a respiratory illness 
that can cause symptoms including 

cold, cough, sore throat, fever and 
other respiratory problems. With 
weather conditions changing, citizens 
have been advised to pay particular 
attention to their health.

According to the PCMC Medical 
Department, 19 patients infected with 
influenza H1N1 have been reported 
within the municipal limits since 
January 1, 2026. No deaths have 
been reported during this period, 
with timely medical consultation 
and treatment helping in the effective 
management of the cases.

The civic authorities have 
appealed to residents to avoid 

unnecessary fear and get themselves 
examined at the nearest municipal 
dispensary or hospital if symptoms 
develop. Early medical consultation 
can help in timely diagnosis and 
treatment.

Precautions advised by PCMC
Citizens have been advised to:
Avoid unnecessary panic about 

the H1N1 virus.
Consult a medical officer at the 

nearest municipal dispensary or 
hospital if they experience fever, cold, 
cough or sore throat.

Wash hands frequently with soap 
and clean water.

Maintain a nutritious and balanced 
diet.

Avoid smoking.
Get adequate sleep and rest.
Drink sufficient water to remain 

hydrated.
Include healthy foods such as 

lemon, amla, sweet lime, oranges 
and green leafy vegetables in the diet.

Avoid crowded places as far as 
possible.

Use a mask when necessary.
Cover the nose and mouth with a 

handkerchief or tissue while coughing 
or sneezing and maintain hand hygiene 
afterwards.

Pimpri-Chinchwad: 19 H1N1 Cases Reported In 
2026; Civic Body Urges Citizens to Take Precautions 

Pune, Correspondent 
: Sahil Deo, along with 
researchers from the Nation 
First Policy Research 
and Change Foundation 
(NFPRC), recently 
presented recommendations 
on electoral reforms before 
the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee examining the 
proposed ‘One Nation, One 
Election’ Bill in New Delhi.

Dr. Deo was 
part of an NFPRC 
delegation that included 

researchers Ananth 
Krishna and Monalisa 
Nanda. The delegation 
presented its views and 
recommendations as the 
committee continued 
consultations with 
stakeholders on the 
proposed legislation.

The Joint Parliamentary 
Committee has been 
holding discussions with 
various stakeholders as 
part of its examination 
of the ‘One Nation, One 

Election’ proposal. A series 
of meetings have recently 
been held, during which 
experts and organisations 
have presented their views 
on electoral reforms.

Dr. Deo said the 
NFPRC delegation placed 
its recommendations before 
the committee, focusing on 
electoral reforms and issues 
relevant to the proposed 
changes in the country’s 
election framework.

The presentation was 

made in the presence 
of Joint Parliamentary 
Committee Chairman P.P. 
Chaudhary and several 
MPs, including Priyanka 
Gandhi, Supriya Sule, 
Anurag Thakur and Manish 
Tewari, among others. The 
Nation First Policy Research 
and Change Foundation 
(NFPRC) is a Delhi-based 
public policy organisation 
that works on governance, 
legislative research and 
policy development. The 

organisation undertakes 
research and policy analysis 
aimed at supporting 
evidence-based decision-
making and improving 
the implementation of 
government initiatives.

The presentation 
comes amid the ongoing 
parliamentary examination 
of the proposed electoral 
reforms and the broader 
debate over synchronising 
elections across the 
country.

Pune Policy Researcher Sahil Deo Presents Electoral 
Reform Recommendations Before Parliamentary Panel
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Mumbai, Correspondent 
: Facing a monumental 
flashpoint over competing 
reservation demands, the 
Maharashtra government 
has enforced stringent 
new regulations across the 
state capital, restricting all 
demonstrations exclusively 
to Azad Maidan while strictly 
banning indefinite hunger 
strikes, large marches, and 
heavy vehicle entries.

The swift crackdown by 
the Home Department comes 
on the heels of high-stakes 
warnings, issued by Maratha 
quota activist Manoj Jarange 
Patil, who has announced an 
agitation starting August 29, 
and OBC leader Laxman 
Hake, who has called for a 
counter-march to Mumbai on 
September 1.

South Mumbai's Azad 
Maidan is declared the 
only permissible site for 
protests, cordoned off 
by specific boundaries 
(Bombay Gymkhana, BMC 

Headquarters, Hazarimal 
Somani Marg, and the Metro 
rail project area).

Protests are restricted 
to working days between 
9.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. 
Weekend and  publ ic 
holiday demonstrations are 
completely outlawed, posing 
an immediate hurdle to 
Jarange’s Saturday timeline. 
Gatherings at Azad Maidan 

are capped at a maximum 
of 5,000 protesters per 
demonstration. Rallies, 
processions, indefinite sit-ins 
(dharna), and overnight stays 
at the venue are explicitly 
prohibited.

Heavy transport, tractors, 
bullock carts, animals, and 
large banners exceeding 
9x6 feet are barred from the 
protest zone.

With tensions scaling 
rapidly as both factions 
p repare  to  mobi l i ze 
supporters from rural 
Maharashtra, the state 
administration has signaled 
that any violations of the 
new directives will invite 
direct legal action under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) and the Maharashtra 
Police Act.

Maharashtra Govt draws hard lines: Protests to Azad 
Maidan restricted ahead of "Jarange and Hake" agitations

Pune, Correspondent :  
Traffic congestion in Pune 
is not merely a result of 
inadequate infrastructure or 
poor traffic management; 
g r o w i n g  i n d i s c i p l i n e 
among motorists and lack 
of civic sense are also 
contributing significantly 
to the problem, according 
to social commentator Jyoti 
Sawardekar.

Highlighting the ground 
realities of Pune’s roads, 
Sawardekar said that motorists 
frequently create bottlenecks 
by stopping vehicles for just 
two minutes to buy medicines, 
drop passengers, wait for 
someone or park outside 
shops and houses. Such 
seemingly minor acts can hold 
up dozens of vehicles and turn 
short delays into prolonged 
traffic jams.

She particularly pointed 
to wrong-side driving, 
entering no-entry zones, 
jumping signals, squeezing 
through narrow gaps and 
creating additional traffic 
lanes on roads that cannot 

a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e m . 
According to her, a two-lane 
road cannot be turned into a 
four-lane road simply because 
motorists are impatient.

Sawardekar also criticised 
the practice of blocking 
junctions even when the 
signal is green. She stressed 
that motorists should enter 
a junction only when there 
is sufficient space to move 
ahead, rather than obstructing 
traffic from other directions.

Illegal and careless 
parking was identified as 
another major contributor to 
congestion. Vehicles parked 
outside shops, houses, on 
turning points, in narrow 

lanes or while loading and 
unloading goods often 
reduce the effective width 
of already congested roads. 
She acknowledged that 
authorities must strengthen 
enforcement, towing facilities, 
parking management and road 
planning, but said citizens 
cannot shift all responsibility 
to the traffic police.

Referring to an incident 
in which a young woman 
allegedly left her two-wheeler 
in a position that obstructed 
traffic despite being asked 
to move it, Sawardekar said 
the incident reflected a larger 
problem of declining courtesy 
and civic responsibility.

At the same time, she 
said the government and 
civic authorities must also 
accept their responsibilities. 
Better road design, signal 
management ,  junct ion 
p l a n n i n g ,  f o o t p a t h s , 
public transport, parking 
infrastructure and consistent 
enforcement are essential for 
improving traffic conditions 
in the city.

S a w a r d e k a r  a l s o 
addressed public anger 
over traffic restrictions 
during VIP movements, 
saying that while questions 
regarding inconvenience and 
proportionality are legitimate, 
disciplined driving by citizens 
could itself make traffic 
management considerably 
easier. The ultimate goal, 
she said, should be to create 
a city where citizens follow 
traffic rules without requiring 
a traffic policeman at every 
junction.

She called for civic 
responsibility to be taught 
from an early age, including 
respect for traffic signals, 

pedestrians, queues, public 
spaces and emergency 
vehicles. Children, she 
suggested, could also play 
a role by encouraging their 
parents to follow traffic rules.

As the country observes 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y, 
Sawardekar linked civic 
discipline with the broader 
meaning of freedom, asking 
whether citizens are capable 
of controlling themselves and 
following rules even when 
nobody is watching.

She concluded with a 
simple message for Pune’s 
motorists that the road does 
not belong to any individual. 
Every driver, rider, pedestrian, 
delivery worker, senior citizen 
and emergency vehicle user 
has an equal right to safe and 
orderly movement.

Pune, she said, needs not 
only better infrastructure and 
stronger enforcement but 
also a “civic reset” in which 
citizens examine their own 
behaviour before blaming 
others for the city’s traffic 
problems.

Pune Traffic Chaos: Citizens must share responsibility, 
says social commentator Jyoti Sawardekar

Pune, Aug 25 (UNI) 
Healing Hands Clinic, a 
specialised proctology and 
anorectal care organisation, 
today announced its plans to 
expand its network from 40 
to 100 centres across India 
over the next two years.

The expansion aims to 
bring specialised anorectal 
care closer to patients 
while strengthening the 
clinical, technological and 
operational systems required 
to deliver consistent, high-
quality care across the 
network.

S u p p o r t e d  b y  L 
Catterton’s USD $30 million 
investment, the expansion 
will focus on improving 
access to specialised 
anorectal care across Tier 
1 and Tier 2 markets while 
supporting Healing Hands 
Clinic’s development as a 
scalable specialty healthcare 
platform, said a release here 
today.

The organisation plans to 
open 60 new centres across 

India, extending its presence 
to over 100 new pin codes.

Healing Hands Clinic 
began as a small outpatient 
centre in Pune and has 
since grown into a network 
of 40 centres, supported 
by a flagship facility and a 
team of over 800 people. It 
currently treats 50,000 new 
patients annually.

As  pa r t  o f  t h i s 
expansion, Healing Hands 
Clinic also plans to launch 
a dedicated super-speciality 
proctology hospital in Pune 
within the next 18 months. 
The hospital will provide 
dedicated infrastructure 

for treating complex and 
recurrent conditions while 
suppor t ing  advanced 
procedures, clinical research, 
surgeon training and 
specialised patient care.Dr 
Ashwin Porwal, Founder 
and Anorectal Surgeon, 
Healing Hands Clinic, said, 
“Proctology deserves the 
same depth, dignity and 
scientific focus as every 
other medical specialty. Our 
work has always been driven 
by a simple goal to solve a 
patient’s problem while 
preserving function and 
reducing treatment burden, 
release added.

Healing Hands clinic to 
expand to 100 centres

Mumbai, Correspondent :  The 
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries 
Ltd has purchased tender documents for 
Odisha’s 200-million-tonne Karlapat 
bauxite block auction, according to 
market sources.

Significantly, it was reported earlier 
on July 17 that Reliance and the Adani 
Group were among the companies that 
showed interest in the 3,100-hectare 
Karlapat bauxite block in Odisha, which 
is estimated to contain more than 200 
million tonnes of bauxite.

Meanwhile, the Anil Agarwal-
owned Vedanta Aluminium’s subsidiary 
company BALCO has emerged as the 
preferred bidder for the Karlapat bauxite 
block, after it offered a record auction 
premium of 175 per cent.

According to sources, any potential 
entry by Reliance into aluminium is 
expected to help the company’s coal 
gasification plans and integrate it with 
aluminium metal production.

Reliance plans to set up the coal 
gasification project in Andhra Pradesh, 
where it has already won two coal 
blocks through an auction at Recherla 

and Chintalapudi.
However, a Reliance spokesperson 

refused to confirm or deny any potential 
foray into aluminium metal production.

According to sources, nothing has 
been confirmed yet and everything is 
still merely at the early evaluation stage.

The latest move by Reliance comes 
after it was reported on August 20 that 
it has proposed to invest Rs 2.73 lakh 
crore over 30 years, in order to develop 
India’s first integrated underground coal 
gasification complex in Andhra Pradesh.

According to metals industry 
sources, aluminium and coal gasification 
are linked industrially since large-scale 
industrial complexes use coal gasification 
to power energy-intensive aluminium 
and alumina production from bauxite ore.

Coal gasification converts coal 
into synthesis gas (syngas), which can 
generate reliable, captive power for 
energy-heavy aluminium smelting and 
bauxite refining facilities.

Major industrial groups tend to 
pair capital-intensive coal gasification 
units directly with metals and mineral 
processing, in order to maximise profit 

margins and utility across the entire 
manufacturing value chain, according 
to metals industry sources.

Metals industry sources also said 
that Reliance is likely to be playing its 
cards close to its chest, since the Gautam 
Adani-led Adani Enterprises announced 
its plans in July 2026, to invest about 
USD 11.5 billion to develop a 2-million 
tonnes per annum aluminium project 
in Odisha in partnership with UAE’s 
International Holding Company.

The other big players already well 
established in the aluminium sector are 
the Anil Agarwal-led Vedanta Aluminium, 
which is India’s largest aluminium 
producer, with an annual capacity of 
about 2.5 MT, followed by the Aditya 
Birla Group-owned Hindalco Industries, 
with an aluminium production capacity 
of 1.4 MT and NALCO, which has a 
capacity to produce 0.5 MT of aluminium. 
According to metals industry experts, 
new players with integrated access to 
bauxite, alumina, power, logistics and 
downstream manufacturing capacity 
could potentially build competitive 
positions across the entire value chain.

Reliance evaluating probable 
Aluminium metal production

Nagpur, Correspondent : 
Congress leader Nana Patole on 
Wednesday raised questions over 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's 
(RSS) organisational structure, 
funding sources and overseas 
operations, while also criticising RSS 
chief Mohan Bhagwat's ongoing visit 
to the United States amid opposition 
from New York City Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani to an RSS-linked event 
scheduled in the city.

Addressing reporters, Patole 
alleged that the RSS functions across 
the country through various non-
governmental organisations despite 
not being formally registered in 
Maharashtra or elsewhere in India.

He further claimed that the 
organisation maintains bank accounts 
in several countries and called for 
greater transparency regarding its 
finances and activities.

Patole contended that the RSS's 
sources of funding and utilisation of 

funds should be subjected to closer 
examination.

Referring to criticism of the 
organisation in the United States, 
he questioned the rationale behind 
Bhagwat's visit to the country despite 
objections being raised against the 
RSS event planned in New York.

"I have consistently maintained 
that the organisation, which is 
neither registered in Maharashtra 
nor elsewhere in the country, is 
operating nationwide through NGOs. 
It reportedly has bank accounts in 
36 countries, yet there is no clarity 

regarding the origin of these funds 
or how they are spent. Questions are 
also being raised internationally about 
the organisation, making this an issue 
that warrants scrutiny," Patole said.

Meanwhile, New York City 
Mayor Zohran Mamdani said he did 
not support the RSS-related gathering 
scheduled in the city, though he 
acknowledged uncertainty over 
whether municipal authorities had 
the legal authority to stop a privately 
organised event.

"I don't support the rally, but 
I don't know if the city has any 
jurisdiction over cancelling a 
private event," Mamdani told a press 
conference.

Speaking about his Indian-
American heritage, Mamdani said 
his understanding of India was 
rooted in the values of pluralism and 
secularism.

"I stand here as the first Indian-
American mayor in our city's history. 

Much of my family continues to 
live in India. The India I grew up 
learning about was a pluralistic 
and secular republic where every 
individual belonged, irrespective of 
background," he said.

Expressing concern over 
what he described as exclusionary 
political movements, Mamdani 
said he opposed any ideology that 
undermined inclusivity and equal 
belonging.

His remarks came a day after RSS 
chief Mohan Bhagwat arrived in New 
York, the first leg of a three-country 
tour that will also take him to Canada 
and the United Kingdom.

Bhagwat, who received a 
traditional welcome upon arrival, 
is expected to address members of 
the Indian diaspora at the "Universal 
Oneness Celebrations" at Madison 
Square Garden on August 29.

The programme is part of the RSS 
centenary-year outreach initiatives. 

Nana Patole raises questions over 
RSS funding and Bhagwat's US visit Mumbai, 

Correspondent :  In 
a massive victory for 
protesting aspirants, 
the Maharashtra Public 
Service Commission 
(MPSC) has scrapped the 
entire recruitment process 
for the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
Drug Inspector (Group-B) 
posts following a high-level 
Crime Branch investigation 
that confirmed a security 
breach.

The decision comes 
in the wake of relentless 
pressure from student 
bodies and political leaders, 
spearheaded by Nationalist 
Congress Party (SP) MLA 
Rohit Pawar, who exposed 
how question sets were 
compromised prior to the 
offline examination.

The MPSC officially 
cancelled the screening 

test held on March 22, 
2026, after a police inquiry 
verified that at least one 
candidate had unauthorized 
access to the question 
paper beforehand. The 
commission announced that 
a re-examination will be 
conducted soon.

Previously registered 
candidates are exempt 
from paying additional 
fees or submitting new 
applications. Addressing a 
press conference in Pune, 
Rohit Pawar dismissed the 
commission's claim that 
only a single individual 
benefited, alleging 
instead that an active 
nexus of agents traded 
the question papers for 
hefty sums. Slamming the 
administrative leadership, 
Pawar demanded the 
immediate resignation 
of the MPSC Chairman 

and Secretary, warning of 
massive protests outside the 
commission's office if they 
failed to step down.

Expressing deep distrust 
in hasty shifts toward 
online formats due to 
recurring security failures 
in past exams (including 
Talathi, Mhada, and 
Water Resources), Pawar 
maintained that aspirants 
demand strictly monitored 
offline examinations under 
transparent leadership.

Parents sacrifice their 
own needs and borrow 
money just to educate their 
children. Crushing these 
dreams through rampant 
paper leaks is a grave 
sin," Rohit Pawar stated, 
emphasizing the immense 
socio-economic struggles 
faced by common farming 
families preparing for 
public service.

MPSC cancels FDA Drug Inspector Exam 
following massive paper leak scandal; Rohit 
Pawar slams state over systemic malpractice

Mumbai, Correspondent : Mystery 
shrouded the recovery of the body of an 
unidentified woman from a deep gorge 
in the Tamhini Ghat area of Raigad 
district in Maharshtra, with police 
suspecting that she may have been 
murdered and her body disposed of at 
the isolated spot.

According to police, the body was 
noticed approximately 15 to 20 feet 
below the roadside in a gorge in the 
Tamhini Ghat area. The information 
was received at around 1230 hours on 
Tuesday, following which personnel 
launched an immediate search and 
rescue operation.

Given the difficult terrain and steep 
gorge, police sought the assistance of the 

SVRSS Sagar Rescue Team from Kolad. 
The rescue personnel descended into 
the gorge and, using ropes, successfully 
brought the body to the roadside.

The identity of the deceased woman 
has not yet been established. Police 
are examining the circumstances in 
which she reached the gorge and are 
investigating both the possibility of an 
accidental fall and that of foul play.

However, preliminary indications 
have led investigators to suspect that the 
woman could have been murdered and 
her body subsequently thrown into the 
gorge in an attempt to conceal the crime. 
Police are awaiting the post-mortem 
findings to determine the exact cause 
and manner of death.

A panchnama of the spot has been 
conducted and the body has been sent for 
post-mortem examination. Investigators 
are also working to establish the 
woman's identity and ascertain whether 
she had recently gone missing.

The Tamhini Ghat, a mountainous 
route connecting the Pune and Raigad 
regions, has deep valleys, steep slopes 
and dense vegetation, making rescue 
operations particularly challenging. The 
area has witnessed serious accidents in 
the past owing to its difficult terrain.

Police are examining available 
evidence and other leads to determine 
the circumstances surrounding the 
woman's death. Further details are 
awaited.

Woman's body recovered from gorge 
in Tamhini Ghat; murder suspected

Nashik, Correspondent 
: One person was killed 
in a road accident on 
Nashik’s Ambad-Satpur 
Link Road after the two-
wheeler he was riding 
slipped and came under a 
truck, at Chunchele Phata.

According to police, 
54-year-old Sunil Borse 
was riding the two-
wheeler, with Ishwar 
Jagtap travelling behind 
him, and was travelling 
from Papaya Nursery 
towards Exlo Point.

At around 1 p.m., 

while overtaking a truck 
from the left at Chunchele 
Phata, the two-wheeler 
lost balance and slipped 
on the road. The truck 
coming from behind 
then collided with the 
motorcycle.

Sunil Borse sustained 
serious injuries in 
the accident and was 
immediately rushed to 
the District Government 
Hospital. However, 
doctors declared him dead.

Ishwar Jagtap suffered 
minor injuries and is 

undergoing treatment at 
the district hospital. A case 
has been registered at the 
MIDC Police Station.

The condition of the 
Ambad Link Road has 
reportedly deteriorated 
after excavation work 
was carried out a few 
months ago for laying 
a drainage line. Large 
potholes, mud and loose 
soil have developed at 
several locations after the 
road was dug up and not 
properly restored.

Residents say the poor 

condition of the road has 
led to an increase in minor 
accidents every day.

Four people have 
reportedly lost their lives 
in separate accidents on 
the road over the past 
three months.

Local residents 
have urged the Nashik 
Municipal Corporation to 
take immediate action to 
repair the road and also 
demanded assistance for 
the family of Sunil Borse, 
who died in the latest 
accident.

Nashik : One killed in accident on 
pothole-ridden Ambad Link Road
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